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The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor 

Martinez who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.   

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Martinez, Councilman Calvi, Councilman Fox, Councilman Meier, 

Councilman Piccirillo, Councilman Regis and Council President Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, and R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,    

J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk   

 

Ordinance for Introduction 

2021-4 Water Rate Increase  

Public Hearing: March 16, 2021 

 

Mr. Lampmann gave the Mayor and Council a synopsis as to why the increase is needed, the 

State of New Jersey is requiring improvements to the Water Distribution System, revenues are 

not as expected due in part to an increase in testing requirements and the cost of chemicals used 

to treat the drinking water.  The water rates have not been increased since 2012, and the increase 

is minimal as it is less than $40.00 yearly.   

Moved: Calvi       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Resolution No. 2021-28 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Amendment to the 

Agreement for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) and a Third Amendment to the Restated 

Lease Between the Borough of Butler and Butler Senior Citizens Housing, LP  
 

Mr. Lampmann explained that Butler Senior Citizens Housing, LP is looking to refinance at a 

lower rate and they have offered the Borough of Butler a guarantee that they would provide a 

portion of property in the rear of the Municipal Building to create a recreational space. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None  

 

Appointment of Britni Morley to the Butler Planning Board for the Unexpired Term of 

Marc Piccirillo ending December 31, 2022 

Ms. Morley was in the audience this evening, Ms. O’Keefe administered the oath of office, the 

Mayor and Borough Council congratulated her on her appointment.   

 

Discussion – 2021 Capital Budget Mr. Lampmann noted that the projects for the 2021 Capital 

budget were prepared after the departmental budget meetings.  Discussion ensued about putting 

monies aside for a playground, there needs to be an amount given so budgeting for this project 

may begin.  Council President Verdonik as part of the committee exploring options suggested 

$50,000 as a start; it will probably be a multi-year project, with the placement of the play area in 
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the property recently acquired from the amendment to the agreement with Butler Senior Citizens 

Housing.  Mr. Lampmann explained that site work for the area would be required; additionally 

he suggested that this project be done in sections.  Council President Verdonik noted that he had 

received several requests for a Pickle Ball court, so perhaps Assante Park may be reconfigured to 

provide both a basketball court and a pickle ball court.  Additionally, Mr. Lampmann needed a 

firm answer as to whether or not Stonybrook would be operational this year as the season is 

rapidly approaching and the summer recreation program sign ups should begin shortly.  The 

current regulations are not conducive to having an indoor program in the event of severe 

inclement weather the program would be cancelled for that day and would be stated on the flyer 

at sign up about closure for that reason.  The operational costs for Stonybrook without the 

Summer Recreational program would be approximately $50,000.  The Recreation Commission is 

asking the Borough Council put some funds in place in the event that the State of New Jersey 

regulations forbid the operation of the Recreational program this summer, as operational costs 

are not covered in full by gate receipts and memberships.  If there are approximately fifty patrons 

of the summer recreation program, it will pay for itself.  Recreation will reach out to former 

summer recreation programs patrons to gauge their interest in joining the summer recreation 

program.  The Borough Council recommended opening Stonybrook and having the summer 

recreation program operate.  The Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

(PRBRSA) bill has been lowered by approximately $100,000 due to methodology that was 

developed by the Borough, once this was brought forth to the board of the PRBRSA it was 

agreed that the new methodology would be used.  The 2021 Municipal Budget if accepted as 

written will be introduced at the March 16, 2021 meeting and Public Hearing and adoption at the 

April 20, 2021 meeting the tax increase on an average home valued at $252,000 would be 

$34.00.   

 

Discussion – Winter Overnight Parking Ban 

Mayor Martinez asked that this be removed from the Agenda.   

 

Discussion – Social Meeting and Cooperative  

Mayor Martinez stated he had received a number of requests regarding expanding the Social 

Media presence of the Borough, he feels that it would be a better way to get more information 

out to the residents.  Mr. Lampmann noted that he had received a call regarding the cost to 

maintain the website from a prospective vendor; the cost would be approximately $6,000.00.   

Mr. Lampmann explained that the website is updated as information in received.  Councilman 

Calvi suggested that this be a function of the Economic Development Committee as he has seen 

in other states and the Chamber of Commerce usually runs a website similar to what the Mayor 

is suggesting.  Mr. Lampmann also explained the use of NIXLE; it is designed for emergencies.  

A specific site was created for Butler Electric that notes outages, and estimated time of 

restoration.  Councilman Piccirillo noted that while it is great for informational purposes, 

sometimes the comments could be offensive or misinformation.  Councilman Calvi asked that for 

additional information so the Council has a better idea as to what Mayor Martinez is looking for 

so the changes may be implemented with the pending upgrades to the website.  Regarding 

starting a Cooperative Mayor Martinez explained that he has had conversations with the Borough 

Administrator and Borough Attorney regarding this.  He detailed what the project would entail, it 

would be done by an open public bid, and once the contractor wins a project, the Borough would 
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receive a percentage of the bid amount.  Councilman Piccirillo asked for more detail on what 

types of projects would be performed.  The Borough could set the parameters as to what projects 

would be done.  The cooperative would submit bids for public jobs; if successful, the Borough 

would receive a portion of the bid.  Mayor Martinez will continue to investigate this as far as 

costs, time and state requirements.   

 

Discussion – 84-86 Boonton Avenue Offering  

Mr. Lampmann noted that he received a phone call from the owner of the property, it will be 

going up for sale, and he asked that the offer of sale to the Borough for $379,000 be brought to 

the Mayor and Council.  The consensus of the Mayor and Council is that the cost is too high and 

the Borough has no need for the parcel.  Mr. Lampmann will present an offer of $50,000 to the 

owner and he will provide an update at an upcoming meeting.  

 

Discussion – Street Signs Designating Those Streets Named After Residents who were 

Veterans that were Killed in Action with a Special Sign Denoting the Conflict That They 

Lost Their Lives  

Councilman Meier contacted Ray Bossard regarding cost of the signs, Mr. Bossard is present this 

evening.  Ray Bossard explained that he did the project in Bloomingdale and cost was minimal 

for aluminum signs, in Pequannock, the signs are more ornate they have the colors of the branch 

of service on them.  These signs are put under the street signs the name of the street is not 

changed to avoid any confusion with the United States Postal Service.  Council President 

Verdonik asked what the price would be for a “high end” sign cost, Councilman Meier stated 

that the cost would be approximately $25.00.  Mr. Bossard also brought up banners with the 

names of those killed in action, the approximate cost is $150.00 per banner, his thought was to 

have the Veteran’s family purchase their own banner, the banners would fly from Memorial Day 

through Veteran’s Day.    

 

OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public at this time.  

 

Paul Bastante, 10 Walnut Lane Mr. Bastante is the director of the Butler Museum; he 

expressed his gratitude at attending the Council meeting.  He noted that the social media problem 

is greater than the Borough Council is aware of; he feels that the Borough is sorely lacking a 

social media presence.  If the Council approves Mr. Bastante, will meet with Mr. Lampmann and 

provide a free consultation regarding what options are available on the social media front.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that people would call; email and phone with the same question at 11:00 

p.m. and then express outrage that their matter has not been dealt with by 8:00 a.m. the following 

day.  Mr. Bastante is asking for permission to install a digital sign with funds raised.  The sign 

would be available for Borough information, the sign would be where the current Butler museum 

sign is, and it could serve as Community outreach.  He would like to have an event in front of the 

museum that would have music and food trucks.  He noted that the Museum is a wonderful 

community resource.  This event will be sponsored in part by Wheel of Dreams he is contacting 

other local businesses to establish a connection within the community.  Mr. Kozimor explained 

that regarding donations he should steer away from cash donations, if the person insists on cash 

he must provide receipts.  Mr. Bastante would like to set up on the web page a way to donate 
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funds electronically.  Mr. Lampmann suggested that perhaps the perhaps Butler Park would be a 

better location for the event as more people would be able to attend.  Mr. Bastante is requesting 

that Main Street be closed to vehicular traffic to allow more people to attend.  Mr. Lampmann 

noted that Mr. Bastante would need to go over the plans with Chief Chimento regarding road 

closure; Mr. Lampmann would facilitate the date for a meeting.  

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak a motion was made to close the public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: June 15, 2021           

        
       ____________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

Dated: June 15, 2021 
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