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The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene 

who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.   

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Alviene, Councilman Calvi, Councilman Fox, Councilman Meier, Councilman 

Travers and Council President Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, and R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to Excuse the absence of Councilman Regis: 

Moved: Meier        Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

Discussion – Private Property Ordinance Regarding Alcoholic Beverages   

Chief Chimento is present this evening regarding creation and adoption of an ordinance regarding the 

consumption of Alcoholic Beverages on private property by underage individuals.  He noted that 

there have been many legal challenges brought forth by the American Civil Liberties Union, and all 

of the challenges have been amended to include that Police officers may enter private premises as 

part of a community care request as opposed to a criminal charge for the consumption of alcoholic 

beverages by an underage individual.  Unless there is a local ordinance a Police Officer may not file 

charges against an under aged individual who is on private property consuming alcoholic beverages.  

Chief Chimento provided statistics for the past few years, noting that it is not a huge problem.  He 

views this ordinance favorably in most instances the Police Officer does use discretion, usually they 

will bring the juvenile to the Police Station and have their parents pick them up or if needed take 

them to the hospital if there is suspected alcohol poisoning and the parents will be asked to meet 

them at the hospital.  There have been occasions where the juvenile has behaved in a belligerent 

manner, knowing the police officer has no recourse.  Mayor Alviene asked if an adult in the home 

could be charged, Chief Chimento explained that if they are supplying the juveniles with alcohol yes 

they may be charged under New Jersey State Law, however, if they are a guest in the home they 

could not be charged.  Chief Chimento gave a variety of scenarios where underage drinking occurs 

and what outcomes can occur.  Councilman Calvi questioned what would prompt the Police to 

investigate the location.  The Police can either go as a result of being called or if the officer is on 

patrol and sees an underage individual with an alcoholic beverage in their hand; they may stop and 

begin a discussion with the individual, at which point the officer may determine that a summons be 

issued in accordance with the local ordinance.  Council President Verdonik presented a scenario 

where he is away on vacation, his underage child opens alcoholic beverages that are in the home, and 

the child throws a party, could charges be filed against the parents.  The child may be charged the 

parents would not as chances are they are not aware that the party is going on.  Councilman Travers 

had a question regarding the possible legalization of marijuana what effect would this ordinance have 

on it.  Chief Chimento noted that when that legislation is enacted the ordinance might be revisited at 

that time.  The Mayor and Council were in agreement regarding the Borough Attorney drafting an 

ordnance for Chief Chimento to review prior to introduction at the February 20, meeting.   
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Discussion – Changes to the Towing Ordinance  

Ms. O’Keefe explained that she had received a phone call from Rick Malanga from the Malanga’s 

Towing requesting that the Borough adopt the Maximum NJ State Police Rates.  Chief Chimento felt 

that the state rates are much more significant than other municipalities; he also noted that the State 

rates apply to interstates or the parkway so that would justify the higher rates.  Mr. Lampmann 

questioned how and who makes the determination as to what a light, medium or heavy-duty tow is, 

as the Borough needs to verify that these are the correct charges.  Mayor Alviene polled the Council 

regarding adopting the full State Police rates the consensus of the majority of the Mayor and Council 

was to leave the rates as they currently are. 

 

Discussion – Cellular Tower Lease – Mr. Oostdyk explained that he had reached out to 

Bloomingdale’s attorney regarding the lease.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the current owner would 

like to extend the lease for an additional period, as there is another carrier that would like to utilize 

the cellular tower.  This item is carried until the next agenda.   

 

Discussion – Request for Consent Resolution for the Proposed Northeast Water Quality 

Management Plan Amendment for the Kinnelon Shelter and Community Center  

Mr. Lampmann explained that this construction would require an exception to the Highlands Act. In 

order to service the property it would require sewer and water, this property according to their map is 

not in a sewer service area as such this is a modification to their water quality management plan.  In 

order for them to gain access to the water and sewer systems, they would need to gain access through 

Walnut Lane, which would be beneficial to our residents.  The Mayor and Council agreed, as this 

will be beneficial to our residents. 

 

R 2018-24 - A Resolution Consenting to the Proposed Northeast Water Quality Management 

(WQM) Plan Amendment  
Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2018-24 approved.   

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

R 2018-25 Municipal Alliance Funding  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2018-25 approved.   

 

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to discuss the request for additional library funding of $35,000.  He noted that 

the budgeted amount is approximately 333,000 for 2018; the amount budgeted is set by the State of 

New Jersey and is based on assessed valuations.  The Library is not charged rent; they pay for all 

other services, as does every other department.  Mayor Alviene also noted that there is funding that 

was donated many years ago that must be used for specific purposes in this case it would be for the 
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purchase of books so the Mayor suggested that the amount budgeted for books be used for another 

purpose and use a portion of the donation to purchase books.   

 

OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time.  

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak a motion was made to close the public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.  

 

Closed Session – Contract Negotiations – Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage 

Authority  

Motion to go into Closed Session: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to open session: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:48 p.m. 

 

Adopted: March 20, 2018  

        
       ____________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 20, 2018  
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