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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Martinez who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those present to the 

meeting.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of reflection.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Marc Piccirillo (arrived at 7:04 p.m.) Councilman 

Stephen Regis and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 2, 2021 Council Regular Meeting  

Moved: Councilman Fox     Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman Piccirillo had not yet arrived.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know what the status is of the repaving of Park Place, 

he understands that the company that installed the new sewer system, piping, etc. did not wish to 

do the repaving, so they would give the funds to the Borough to do the repaving.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that this issue is up for approval at the Pequannock River Basin Regional 

Sewerage Authority (PRBRSA) meeting of June 16, 2021.  Once that is approved by the 

PRBRSA then it will be part of the road resurfacing that the Borough does yearly.  Council 

President Verdonik clarified that the Borough will pave the entire intersection with the funds 

received from the contractor, as opposed to the PRBRSA contractors doing road patching at the 

project site.  Mr. Lampmann explained that all affected areas will be paved.  The paving should 

be done sometime in August.  Mr. Norman wanted to know if the Borough is encouraging the 

opening of a marijuana store here in Butler.  It was explained that the Borough is not 

encouraging they are allowing the opening of a store but the location is limited to the Highway 

Commercial zone.   

 

Frank Blatterman, 46 Maple Lake Road he thanked the Police Department, Department of 

Public Works and the Electric Company for all the hard work they do throughout the year.  He 

has an issue with the postal service as he shares the same address with a home in Kinnelon; he 

also has issues with package deliveries.  He requested that there be a joint effort between 

Kinnelon and Butler to solve this problem.  Councilman Calvi suggested that the letter “B” be 

added to Butler residences and “K” be added to Kinnelon residences to alleviate this issue.  Mr. 

Lampmann asked would the deed be affected, Mr. Woods said it might not affect the deed.  
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Councilman Meier suggested that Kinnelon could change its’ numbering system.  Mayor 

Martinez will follow up with Mr. Blatterman.   

 

Nichole Gawronski, 47 Valley Road is present this evening to speak on speeding on Valley 

Road perhaps better signage could be installed, when she moved here there was a digital sign, it 

has since been removed.  As there will be no busing available there will be more children 

walking to and from school.  She noted that people tend to speed down Valley Road and 

Roosevelt Avenue.   

 

Mariella Howe, 13 Roosevelt Avenue she feels that many people use Roosevelt Avenue as a 

pass through for the various schools, downtown Butler and Kiel Avenue.  She requested that 

perhaps the placement of a rumble strip.  She feels that this issue could affect people moving into 

the Borough.  Councilman Regis stated that he would request the speed trailer be put on 

Roosevelt Avenue to remind drivers to slow down.   

 

Dominic Affinito 34 Valley Road he is a 27 year resident, he noted that cars are flying up the 

hill; he is having trouble getting out of his driveway.  He noted that people are speeding up the 

hill; he requested that perhaps the Police should use radar.    

 

Nadia Cartelli, 16 Center Street her main concern is for the students that are walking to and 

from school and the lack of what she feels are proper sidewalks on that street.  She does not 

allow her son to walk home from school as there are no sidewalks and she is concerned for his 

safety.   

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that rumble strips are extremely noisy.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik finances are trending very well for the year; COVID-19 expenses 

are being handled.  Regarding the Economic Development Committee the Concerts in the Park 

are scheduled for the fourth Fridays in June, July and August, the Bed Race will be held in 

October.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding Roads the Department of Public Works (DPW) is performing 

routine maintenance and street sweeping as needed.  An emergency repair was completed for a 

collapsed storm drain on Walnut Lane; crews are currently working on repairs to additional 

storm drains throughout the Borough.  The DPW also assisted in painting the pool at Stonybrook 

in preparation for the 2021 season.  On the agenda tonight is the bid award for the Western 

Avenue Improvements, it will be awarded to Marini Brother Construction Co., Hackensack, New 

Jersey.    
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Councilman Regis the Butler Police Department reports there were 25 motor vehicle accidents, 

22 considered reportable, 150 summonses were issued and the officers made 3 arrests for a 

variety of offenses.  The Butler Fire Department has responded to 102 alarms, 3 department 

drills are being conducted monthly, along with one department and one officers meeting.  Driver 

training continues on all the apparatus.  They are experiencing problems with the new fire truck 

it is currently in for service.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department customer service mark out requests have 

been completed as needed.  The automated meter reading system is, ongoing 1/3 of the meters 

have been upgraded, hydrant flushing is complete, hydrant repair and replacement continue as 

needed.  The water main replacement project on South Gifford Street was completed ahead of 

schedule.  Sewer routine maintenance and inspections have been completed in a timely manner; 

crews responded to and cleared a sewer backup in the area of Decker Road.  The DPW wanted to 

recognize Joe Scognamiglio on his promotion to Public Works Repairer.   

 

Councilman Meier with summer approaching adequate transformers and supplies are on hand.  

In Kinnelon repairs, equipment replacement, new connections and upgrades are complete.  In 

Butler, a service pole was replaced and an additional feed was installed on Myrtle Avenue along 

with temporary service at the proposed Wawa location at Butler Plaza.  In Bloomingdale, crews 

spent a considerable amount of time on two large upgrade projects; these projects are not yet 

complete.  Replacement poles and hardware were installed; upgrades were done in an area where 

a road and sidewalk replacement project was scheduled.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet 

for the month; all meters were read and recorded for the month.  Delinquent commercial 

accounts, customer complaints, and outage calls were handled in a timely fashion.  The museum 

will be open the first and third Saturdays monthly he noted that it is a worthwhile experience 

with all the items to see and history to read.   

 

Councilman Piccirillo the Borough of Butler Board of Health 1 pending communicable case of 

Hepatitis B, 1 case of Hepatitis A currently there are 900 cases of COVID-19 and 11 COVID-19 

related deaths in the Borough of Butler. On June 11, 2021, the second dose of the COVID-19 

vaccine was administered; there were 38 individuals on June 11, for those requiring the second 

dose.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – May 2021 – $4,473,480.80  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – May 2021 – $1,791,139.17    

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2021-54 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation Unity is Our Strength  
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Township of Morris Resolution No. 113-21 Expanding the 10 day Notification for Land Use 

Applications to 21 days for Adequate Notice  

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

Township of Morris Resolution No. 114-21 Supporting Enhancing the Statutory 

Requirements Governing Land Use Applications to Extend the 200’ Requirement to 400’ 

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

Township of Morris Resolution No. 115-21 In Support of Efforts to Prevent Municipalities 

from Creating Undue Burdens on Adjoining Municipalities Requiring Additional Notice 

and Discussions with Neighboring Municipalities to Provide Input on Proposed 

Development on Shared Borders 

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

Township of Morris Resolution No. 116-21 Supporting S3688 to Provide for Regional 

Economic Impact Report and Review by Affected Municipalities Proposed Retail 

Warehouse Developments  

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

Township of Morris Resolution No. 117-21 Urging the New Jersey State Legislature to 

Administer Provisions of the Affordable Housing Act and Stay Further Action  

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2021-15 Establishing Chapter 68 “Cannabis” of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: July 20, 2021 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-16 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 143 Land Use of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler for the Regulation of Cannabis Uses and 

Establishments  

Public Hearing: July 20, 2021  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 
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2021-17 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 210 “Taxation” of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler to Include a New Article Concerning 

Cannabis Sales Taxation  

Public Hearing: July 20, 2021 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2021-55 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2021-56 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

* 2021-57 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2021-58 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2021- 59 Resolution Authorizing the Renewal of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for the 2021-

2022 Licensing Period  

* 2021-60 Resolution Authorizing the Interlocal Services Agreement between the Borough of 

Butler and the Butler Board of Education for Computer Technical Support  

* 2021-61 Bid Award – Awarding the Contract for Western Avenue Improvements to Marini 

Brothers Construction Co. Inc., 9 Lafayette Street, Hackensack in the amount of $321,888.00 

* 2021-62 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application for Additional 

Municipal Alliance Funding  

 

NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Letter from Mary O’Keefe regarding Retirement  

The Mayor and Borough Council accepted her retirement.   

 

Letter from Celeste Knapp regarding Retirement  

The Mayor and Borough Council accepted her retirement.   

 

Citizen Leadership Form from Thomas V. Fox for Membership on the Butler Museum 

Committee  

Mayor Martinez wanted to meet with Mr. Fox, as this is his appointment.   
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Application from Jason Tracz to Join the Butler Fire Department  

Application accepted.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis    

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:52 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 21, 2021  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: September 21, 2021   
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