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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman 

Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

Absent: Councilman Alexander Calvi 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the Borough 

Attorney, and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Calvi  

Moved: Travers      Second: Fox  

All in favor.   

 

At this time regular business of the Council Meeting was paused so that a presentation of a plaque 

and a proclamation could be made to Mayor Alviene as this is his last Council meeting as he is 

retiring from public life and relocating to Florida.  Ms. O’Keefe read the following proclamation: 

 

Proclamation 
Whereas, Robert W. “Bob” Alviene has been a resident of Butler 

for more than 50 years, he raised his family here after returning from 
his time in the armed forces; and 

Whereas, he felt the need to serve his community by becoming 
involved in local government, in 2004 he was appointed to the 
Borough Council to fill a vacancy; and  

Whereas, in November of 2004 he was successful in retaining his 
seat on the Borough Council and went on to serve as a Councilman 
until he successfully ran for Mayor in 2010 assuming the office in 
2011; and  

Whereas, as Mayor he has witnessed the aftermath of the 2011 
October Halloween ice storm, Superstorm Sandy,  numerous winter 
storms, and the COVID-19 pandemic through it all he has been a 
steady force guiding the Borough; and  
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Whereas, as Mayor he will take the time to listen to a resident’s 
concerns and help to resolve the issue when possible or reach out to 
the Administrator to assist in solving the problem.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough 
Council would like to present Mayor Alviene with this proclamation 
and thank him for his service to the community 
 

Dated: October 20, 2020  
 

He was also presented with a plaque in gratitude.  Council President Verdonik presented the Butler 

Mayor Parking Sign to him on his retirement; the sign adorned his parking spot at Borough Hall.  

 

Mayor Alviene graciously thanked the Borough Council and the people of Butler for their support 

throughout his years in public service.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 15, 2020 Regular Council Meeting and October 6, 2020 Council Workshop Meeting, 

Closed Session Meetings of August 18 and September 15, 2020   

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Christopher Roetman, Bloomingdale is present this evening to present his Eagle Scout Project to 

the Mayor and Borough Council, he thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing him to present the 

plan for his Eagle project.  He has worked at Stonybrook Swim club for the previous two years, 

noting that when he was not busy he would spend his time pulling weeds from the area around the 

volleyball court and in other areas at Stonybrook.  He would like to do something to clean up 

Stonybrook and make it better than it was before.  He noted that sand leaks into the lake, as it is not 

contained, his plan is to erect some sort of a barrier to keep the sand where it is supposed to be, he 

feels this would be a good Eagle project, as it would benefit the Borough.  His plan will call for the 

installation of two benches near the volleyball courts so that people may sit and rest or watch the 

games going on.  He previously spoke with the Recreation Commission who referred him to the 

Borough Council to get approval for this project.  He had some questions for the Mayor and Council 

would permits from the Borough be required; if so whom would he speak with regarding the permits.  

Does the Borough have an Engineer who could donate some time for this project to help create the 

revitalization; if any members present would have a contact to get a decreased cost for the sand, he 

has contacted a local supplier and received an estimate he is also looking for donations to help fund 

the project.  He is working on the estimate but currently the cost may be somewhere between 

$3,000.00 and $5,000.00.  His expected completion date for the project is mid-April 2021, he will 

attend another Council meeting once the project receives approval from the Boy Scouts and his 
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presentation will have greater detail.   Councilman Travers asked if Mr. Roetman had plans available 

to review the location of the benches for safety purposes. Additionally what part of the project is 

taking up the most of the budget?  Mr. Roetman noted that sand is the bulk of the budget for the 

project. Mr. Lampmann answered Mr. Roetman’s questions regarding permitting, engineering and 

cost of sand, he also explained that clean communities funding might be used for part of the project.  

Councilman Regis noted that benches must conform to certain safety standards.  Council President 

Verdonik noted that his son is an Eagle Scout, he commended Mr. Roetman for the dedication it 

takes including approaching the Governing body to request permission for the project.  The Borough 

Council noted that they would provide donations to the project.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik Council President Verdonik spoke on finance it is trending well, the 

Borough is where it should be for this time of year, and the anticipated revenue is coming in.  Funds 

that were allocated for paving of Borough roads are now being used.  Butler Recreation will be 

holding Spooky Stony it will actually be held on Halloween, at this point it will be a walk through 

will all social distancing and all preventive measures in place.   The Economic Development 

Committee will be doing Taste of Butler in 2021 along with the concerts in the park and a 

scholarship for a High School Student.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding roads resurfacing is completed on Maple Lake Road, Grace Valley 

Road, Greenwood Avenue, Outlook Street, Cascade Way extension and portions of Stony Hill Road, 

Charles Haber Court and Short Street, a lot of work was completed with a small amount of money.  

Striping on Maple Lake Road, should be done within a week, delays on this have occurred due to wet 

weather.  Street sweeping is being done on a daily basis to keep up with the falling leaves and 

keeping the gutters and sewers clean.  Plows are being readied for the upcoming winter months.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department year to date 141 alarms have been responded 

to, COVID-19 guidelines are being followed with the firehouse being disinfected on a weekly basis, 

and the fire department continues to disinfect members after they enter a building or residence.  

Engine 344 is back in service, monthly drills continue.  The Butler Fire Department is participating 

in two separate smoke house drills at the Passaic County Fire Academy.  The Butler Police 

department reported for the month of September 27 motor vehicle accidents, 2 driving while 

intoxicated, 106 summons were issued, 9 arrests for a variety of criminal offenses.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that all stock levels are adequate and all 

trucks are being serviced prior to cold weather setting in.  Tree trimming is ongoing; crews are 

replacing a retaining wall at the Electric building that was in bad shape. In Butler, repairs and 

replacements were performed where necessary.  In Bloomingdale and Kinnelon repairs, replacements 

and new service were installed where needed.   In West Milford, new service was installed on a 

commercial building currently under construction.  In Riverdale, the pad-mounted transformer at 

BJ’s was opened at the request of a solar system contractor.  All meters were read and recorded, 

delinquent accounts both residential and commercial were handled and outage calls and customer 

complaints were resolved in a timely fashion 
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Regarding the Butler Museum, work continues on the project of recording the history of Main Street 

in words and pictures.  This project will culminate in the publication of a book detailing all the 

businesses on Main Street.   

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health as of October 15, 2020 there have been 140 

cases to date of COVID-19, the average age for men is 44 ½ years old and the average age for 

women is 44 years, there have been 4 COVID-19 related deaths this year, the have been 0 deaths 

from the disease since April.  He should have more information on other communicable diseases 

when the Health Department meets again on October 28, 2020.  He wants to see if additional clinics 

will be offered to combat the flu and other communicable diseases, and the results from the recent 

free clinic.  Councilman Travers noted that there is a free rabies clinic being held on Saturday, 

November 7 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., if someone cannot make this date, there are other clinics that are 

available on subsequent weekends.  Regarding mail in ballots, he wanted to make sure that everyone 

received as much information as possible to ensure a fair election.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –September 2020 – $340,548.43  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September – $2, 212,766.10   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-87 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi  

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-14 An Ordinance Amending and Revising Chapter 67 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: September 15, 2020 

Advertised: September 23, 2020  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting made a 

motion to adopt 2020-14. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

2020-15 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 180 Property Maintenance – 

Unlawful Conditions  

Introduced: September 15, 2020 

Advertised: September 23, 2020  
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Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting made a 

motion to adopt 2020-15. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

2020-16 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 120 (Firearms) of the Revised 

General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: September 15, 2020 

Advertised: September 23, 2020  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting made a 

motion to adopt 2020-16. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-88 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi  

 

* 2020-89 Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Services Agreement with Lincoln Park, Kinnelon, 

Riverdale and Pequannock for Dial-A-Ride Services  

* 2020-90 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department   

* 2020-91 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2020-92 Resolution Authorizing Local Government Emergency Fund (CRF) Grant  

* 2020-93 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of Municipal Alliance Update Form 1B   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Request for Placement of a Clothing Bin at 69 Carey Avenue, VFW Post 8096 in the front of the 

parking lot adjacent to the sign.   

 

Discussion ensued regarding placement of the bin; the bin may be placed in the rear of the building 

near the dumpster to avoid an unsightly condition from occurring.    

 

Tom Riley Request to become a member of the Butler Museum.  Mr. Lampmann reiterated that the 

Borough Council had passed an ordinance that requires a regular member to live in the Borough.  Mr. 

Riley may be an Associate member as he is not a borough resident.    

 

Request for Handicapped Parking Space 5 Cook Street This item was previously discussed at the 

September meeting and more information was requested, Mrs. Edland provided additional 

information along with pictures of the vehicles that impede their vision when backing out of the 

driveway.  The Borough Council will inspect the site prior to final determination.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m.   

 

Adopted: November 10, 2020     

         

  
 ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 10, 2020   
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