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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

THE MEETING WAS HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-

19 PANDEMIC 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Fox  

Moved: Travers      Second: Meier  

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

July 21, 2020 Regular Council Meeting   

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Hearing no one come forward, Council President Verdonik closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Meier 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers the latest COVID 19 updates from our health officer, as of August 14 129 

cases for the Borough.  Negative test results are running 5 to 1 there have been 663 negative test 

results against 129 positive test results this is a very good sign.  There have been 30 additional 

cases added since the beginning of May.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that they continue to provide essential 

services to our customers regardless of the pandemic.  Tree trimming continued during July.  In 

Kinnelon new service was installed at a home under construction, repairs were done to a ruptured 

primary line, along with replacement of a broken pole.   In Butler, trees were taken down in the 

area around the Cascade Avenue water plant at the request of the Superintendent Keith Smith.  In 

Bloomingdale repairs were made to a pole that was damaged by a contractor, an invoice was 

submitted for time and material, and an underground secondary line was repaired.  In Riverdale 

and West Milford all was quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent 

accounts both residential and commercial were handled and outage calls and customer 

complaints were resolved in a timely fashion.  Councilman Meier wanted to note that the Electric 

Utility had received many letters of gratitude for the work done to bring the power back after 

Tropical Storm Isaias, the Electric Utility and the Department of Public Works, Jim Lampmann 

and all involved who worked tirelessly to get the power back on.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to express his thanks for the team effort that was put forth by the Electric 

Utility and the Department of Public Works for their hard work in restoring the Borough after the 

storm.   

 

Councilman Calvi noted that Department of Public Works crews worked tirelessly nearly 

around the clock to remove trees and keep roads clear in the days that followed the Tropical 

Storm.  A number of Borough roads are being inspected for repavement in 2020, the final 

selection will be made by the Roads committee.  A water main break occurred at the Butler 

Ridge apartment complex; this is a privately owned system.  The Department of Public Works 

employees quickly located and isolated the break.  Some Butler water customers were experience 

low pressure.  The property owners’ private contractor completed repairs.  The second phase of 

the Northwestern Avenue water main replacement project began on Monday, August 17 after 

some initial delays; the project should take approximately 4 to 5 weeks.  Routine customer 

service and mark outs, and new services were installed at a new home on Bartholdi Avenue.  

There were no sanitary sewer backups or service interruptions reported. 

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department year to date 124 alarms have been 

responded to, COVID-19 guidelines are being followed with the firehouse being disinfected on a 

weekly basis, hand-sanitizing stations are at the entrances to the firehouse.  Monthly drills and 

meetings have been resumed.  Engine 344 is out for repair.  Six members have resumed Fire 

Fighter 2 training.  The Butler Police department reported 20 motor vehicle accidents, 2 driving 

under the influence arrests, and 7 arrests for a variety of criminal offenses.   

 

Council President Verdonik Council President Verdonik spoke on finance it is trending well.  

The Borough is going to be required to do a Revaluation next year; the cost will be 

approximately $400,000.   
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Mr. Lampmann explained that other options are being examined such as a reassessment; any 

option must be approved by Morris County.  There may be an option to spread the cost over a 

five-year period; however, it must be approved by Morris County.  Councilman Calvi asked if 

there has been information received regarding Governor Murphy’s proposed real estate 

assessment.  Mr. Lampmann stated he has not heard anything, however, the State of New Jersey 

has certified the Borough tax rate for 2020-2021.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –July 2020 – $4,879,374.27  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2020 – $2, 264, 329.95  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-71 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

R 2020-71 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Morris County Freeholders and Mental Health Association Announce “Team Up” Suicide 

Prevention Partnership.  The information will be shared on the Borough of Butler website.  

 

State of New Jersey Department of Corrections Notification that the Butler Police Department 

Detention Facilities are in Full Compliance of the Requirements of N.J.A.C.10A:34  

 

Various E-Mails from residents commending the fantastic job Butler Electric did on restoring 

power from Tropical Storm Isaias  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-12 Appropriating $345,000 for the Improvements to Maple Lake Road from the 

General Capital – Capital Fund Balance and the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust 

Fund Grant  

Introduced: July 21, 2020 

Advertised: July 29, 2020 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Hearing no one come forward Council President Verdonik closed this public portion of the 

meeting made a motion to adopt 2020-12. 

 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 
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2020-13 Appropriating $175,000 for the Improvements to Streets and Road form the 

Capital Improvement Fund and Capital Fund Balance 

Public Hearing: August 18, 2020 

Introduced: July 21, 2020 

Advertised: July 29, 2020 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Hearing no one come forward Council President Verdonik closed this public portion of the 

meeting made a motion to adopt 2020-13. 

 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-72 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik      Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

* 2020-73 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $7,057,250 Bond Anticipation 

Notes of the Borough of Butler 

* 2020-74 Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Goods and Services from Various Morris 

County Cooperative Pricing Council Vendors for the Maple Lake Resurfacing Project for a 

Total Cost of $229,000   

* 2020-75 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The Roosevelt Avenue traffic study was provided, after discussion it was determined that no 

action would be taken, as the State may not grant approval for any changes.  Councilman Regis 

noted that the number of pedestrians has increased along with dog walkers and he is concerned 

for their safety.   

 

National Night Out event – after discussion it was determined that it may occur with a smaller 

crowd and perhaps at another location.  Mayor Alviene polled the Mayor and Council regarding 

conducting National Night Out, the consensus was that the event would be held.  Additionally, 
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no unpackaged food will be given out.  All attendees must wear masks.  The October Workshop 

Meeting will be moved to Monday, October 5, 2020.   

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to inform the Mayor and Council regarding Continuing Certificates of 

Occupancy, at present the buyer of the property would have their real estate agent take photos 

and certify that all the equipment (smoke detectors, CO2 detectors and fire extinguishers) are up 

to date.  The suggestion was made that the buyer’s inspector do the inspection and certify that to 

the Borough or some other qualified individual, this would protect the buyer.  There is the option 

of taking photos of the equipment and submitting them online to the inspector, the photos should 

include dates of manufacture that is listed on the equipment.   

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Resolution No. 2020-76 Closed Session – Negotiations  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Meier 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:44 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 15, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: September 15, 2020   
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R 2020-76 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler on the 18th day of 

August 2020, that: 

 

1. Prior to conclusion of the business meeting, the Borough Council shall meet in Executive 

Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 

 

(  )  B. (1) Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law  

or State statute or rule of court. 

 

(  ) B. (2) A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to  

  receive funds from the Government of the United States. 

 

(  ) B. (3) A matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion  

   of individual privacy. 

 

(  ) B. (4) A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 

 

(  ) B. (5) Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates  

   or investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the  

   public interest if disclosed. 

 

(  ) B. (6) Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of  

   the public, if disclosure would impact such protection.  Investigation  

   of violations of the law. 

 

(X) B. (7) Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  

   Subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  

   privilege. 

 

(  ) B. (8) Personnel matters. 

 

(  ) B. (9) Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

 

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to 

the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 

 

 

Moved:  Verdonik       Second: Meier 

 

 


