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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

THE MEETING WAS HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-

19 PANDEMIC 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

May 19, 2020 Regular Council Meeting and June 1, 2020 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  

 

Motion to excuse the absence of the Councilman Calvi and Councilman Regis 

Moved: Travers      Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Al Thomas, Boy Scouts Patriots Path Council  

Wanted to request permission from the Mayor and Council to allow a portable BB range and 

Portable Archery Range to be erected as part of a Cub Scout recruitment fair.  The Church of the 

Nazarene has offered the use of their property, Mr. Thomas explained that safety is first and any 

participants would need their parent or guardians permission.  Insurance coverage would be 

provided by the Patriots Path Council and cover the Church of the Nazarene for this event.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that the ordinance regarding firearms covers the entire town.  Mr. Oostdyk 

explained that the ordinance does not have a clause that allows for any exemptions.   

 

Hearing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of 

the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance everything is tracking well, we are still waiting 

for state aid numbers that are not available until the State Budget is adopted.   

 

Councilman Fox reported that street sweeping and routine maintenance continues on a regular 

schedule.  Pavement repairs are complete on Bartholdi Avenue and Valley Road, pavement 

striping and street signage installation is scheduled to begin this month.  No decision has been 

made on road repair for this year, so an inspection will be made of the roads; however, an 

ordinance has not been adopted for road repair for this year.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility normally at this time of the year a 

presentation is made to all the Richard Butler sixth grade students on electrical safety. However 

due to COVID19 the program was cancelled, but Superintendent Ricker provided all these 

students with the program handouts, they were delivered to a teacher who will be doing a “drive 

by parade” and distribute the handouts.  Split crews remained in effect for May; however, they 

are on a regular weekly schedule beginning on May 28 with one group reporting to the garage at 

Ace Road and the other reporting to the Belleview Avenue building.  The Butler Plaza project 

got underway, in Bloomingdale a pole was set and transferred on Ballston Street as part of a road 

and sidewalk improvement project along with installation and energizing new service at 139 Pine 

Tree Road.  Routine maintenance, repairs and upgrades were performed as needed.  West 

Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent 

electric accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer 

complaints were handled in a timely fashion. 

 

Councilman Travers gave an updated report on the number of reported cases of COVID-19 in 

the Borough, there were four fatalities.  We have only seen 18 new cases since May 2, no 

fatalities since that day.  Stage 2 reopening commenced on June 15, 2020.  He met with the Tri-

Boro Animal Welfare to facilitate rebuilding the Board and restoring the organization back to 

compliance with the New Jersey Department of Health standards, it appears that they are on 

track.  He feels that once the State completes reopening the Health certifications should be 

forthcoming.  Next Board of Health meeting will be Wednesday, June 24, 2020.  He welcomed 

back Councilman Meier after his recent health issues.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that Applebee’s will be having outside dining if Resolution No. 2020-61 is 

adopted, he is unsure if any of the establishments on Main Street will have outside dining.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –May 2020 – $4,882,588.91   

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – May 2020 – $1,817,190.51   

 

The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee has not met and there are no bus trips planned, a 

decision will be made on the Senior Picnic in early July.   
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-58 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  

R 2020-58 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-08 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of the 2020 Amended and Restated Service 

Contract with the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

Introduced: May 19, 2020 

Advertised: May 24, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that this ordinance would incorporate prior revisions to the contract 

and establish a more balanced form of billing.  He also explained that the savings to the Borough 

might be substantial.   

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-08 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  

 

2020-09 An Ordinance Appropriating $125,000 for the Purchase of a Backhoe for the 

Department of Public Works from the Electric Utility-Capital Improvement Fund, the Water 

Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund and the General Capital – Capital Improvement 

Fund 

Introduced: May 19, 2020 

Advertised: May 24, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-09 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  
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2020-10 An Ordinance Appropriating $50,000 for Site Remediation at the Borough of Butler’s 

DPW Facilities from the Electric Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: May 19, 2020 

Advertised: May 24, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-10 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  

 

2020-11 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition of a Bucket Truck for the Electric 

Utility and Appropriating $245,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $245,000 Bonds 

or Notes 

Introduced: May 19, 2020 

Advertised: May 24, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-11 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-59 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Verdonik   

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis  
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* 2020-60 Resolution Approving the Submission and Execution of a Grant Contract with the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation for the Western Avenue Resurfacing Project  

* 2020-61 Resolution Permitting Temporary Outdoor Seating for Restaurants during the Pandemic 

Shutdown of Retail and Commercial Businesses in the Borough  

* 2020-62 Resolution Certifying Review of the 2019 Audit  

* 2020-63 Resolution Authorizing Interlocal Service Agreement with the Butler Board of Education 

for Computer Technical Support 

* 2020-64 Resolution Amending the Temporary Construction Easement By and Between the 

Borough of Butler and the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:21 p.m. 

 

Adopted: July 21, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: July 21, 2020   
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