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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

THE MEETING WAS HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-

19 PANDEMIC 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 21, 2020 Council Regular Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-50 Motion to adopt the 2020 Municipal Budget  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Freeholder Deputy Director Shaw noted that he wanted to drop in on the various municipal 

meetings.  He expressed his gratitude for all that is being done by municipal government during 

these trying times and for their leadership.  He noted that Morris County has been doing a great 

deal and they are there to assist in any needs.  Calls are being held with Mayor’s on a weekly 

basis, he also noted that planning is ongoing to be prepared when the reopening begins.  Morris 

County is also being very careful fiscally as revenues are down in certain areas that are directly 

affected by the lockdown.  Freeholder Shaw also expressed his concern that Morris County has 

received no CARES funding, due to the population being 1.6% under the 500,000 threshold, he 

noted that Morris County Freeholder resolution is listed on the Agenda of tonight’s meeting.  He 

thanked all the first responders and the Morris County Sheriff’s office.  Mayor Alviene thanked 

Freeholder Shaw for his attendance and noted that if funding is received that Butler be included 

in the disbursement of any funds, the Mayor and Borough Council concurred that a resolution in 

support of CARES funding for Morris County be adopted.   
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Hearing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of 

the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Fox reported that street sweeping and routine maintenance continues on a regular 

schedule, the new storm water inlet grates and heads have been installed on Belleview Avenue 

and Hamburg Turnpike.  The Department of Public Works will begin their inlet repairs and line 

striping over the next few weeks weather permitting.  A sinkhole was discovered on Third Street, 

it was recently paved, and it appears to be related to an abandoned sewer lateral pipe, the 

Department of Public Works is working in conjunction with the homeowner to ensure that the 

pipe is actually abandoned.  Once this is complete, the course of action will be determined.   

 

Councilman Regis the Fire Department has responded to 66 alarms due to the COVID 19, most 

of the drills have been cancelled or postponed.  Since the middle of March, several directives 

have been issued by Chief Finelli engine 342 has been designated as the first new apparatus to 

leave the firehouse as it is outfitted with hand sanitizer, Lysol wipes, chlorine bleach and other 

disinfectant equipment.  Chief Finelli also closed the firehouses to the public; the only people 

allowed in are the Morris County Nutrition Center employees and Butler Firefighters for active 

alarms.  He has implemented safety procedures to limit exposure or contamination by members 

of the Butler Fire Department.  Regarding Butler Police criminal activity has been limited due to 

the pandemic.   

 

Councilman Travers gave an updated report on the number of reported cases of COVID-19 in 

the Borough with four fatalities.  The percentage of positive tests are on par with the State of 

New Jersey findings approximately 37% of those tested have resulted in positive findings.  As of 

May 15, the number of new cases of COVID-19 is less than one per day in the Borough.  

Councilman Travers concurred with the passage of the resolution in support of Morris County 

receiving direct funding from the CARES act.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on water, the installation of the AMI meter reading equipment is 

progressing with just under 12% of the system upgraded.  New water mains have been installed 

at the Butler Plaza project acceptance testing is being conducted. Routine work orders and mark 

outs are being performed as needed.  In the Sewer department the Department of Public Works 

responded to an alarm at the Woodland Avenue pump station, no sanitary sewer backups have 

been reported.  Repairs to the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority (PRBRSA) 

manhole at Elizabeth Street and Hamburg Turnpike in Bloomingdale have been completed; the 

Borough will bill the PRBRSA for time and materials.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility annual dielectric boom testing and 

preventive maintenance is complete on all line trucks.  All equipment is certified for live line use 

this year.  Environmental clean-up has begun behind the electric building on Belleview Avenue 
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to remove contaminated soil.  The crew split and alternating workweeks is working well in 

keeping our employees healthy.  A high wind event on April 9, 2020 resulted in calls that were 

successfully handled.  All faulted transformers were picked up for recycling on April 14, 2020.  

A conference call was conducted with Jim Lampmann and American Electrical Testing to set a 

tentative schedule to replace another 34.5kv substation breaker.  Routine maintenance, repairs 

and upgrades were performed as needed.  West Milford, Bloomingdale and Riverdale were quiet 

for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential 

and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely 

fashion. 

 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the 2020 Municipal Budget was approved, he 

expressed gratitude to all the department heads who worked hard to keep spending down.  The 

Borough is being very cautious in expenditures; some adjustments may be made to items or 

projects that are listed in the 2020 budget.  Butler Recreation has cancelled Butler Day the 

opening of Stony Brook and the summer recreation program are on hold.  The Economic 

Development Committee canceled the June concert, of the Concerts in the Park series, no 

decision has been made on the July and August concerts.  The Food truck festival scheduled for 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 has been canceled.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that a small ceremony in commemoration of Memorial Day would be held 

on May 25 at 10:00 a.m. in Butler Park.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –April 2020 – $1,959,817.33   

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2020 – $1,610,996.28  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-51 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-51 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Morris County Freeholder Resolution No. 2020-298 Regarding the CARES Act  

The Mayor and Borough Council asked that a resolution be prepared in support of the inclusion 

of Morris County and the municipalities within Morris County receiving funding from the 

CARES act.   

Motion to adopt the resolution in support of Morris County receiving funding from the CARES 

Act. 

 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 
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Proclamation Declaring June 2020 as Pride Month in the Borough of Butler 

Proclamation was adopted and signed will be sent to the appropriate organization.  
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Designating May 17 – 23, 2020 as National Public Works Week 

Mayor and Council concurred on this proclamation will be forwarded to the American Public 

Works Association.   
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Letter from Robert Wronski regarding Maple Lake Dam Decommissioning 

The Mayor and Borough Council discussed the matter and as the property in question is in 

Kinnelon no action will be taken, however, they will keep track of the project.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that if the dam fails and washes out there may be a greater environmental impact.  

 

Borough of Chester Resolution No. 2020-51 Resolution Authorizing the Request to the State of 

New Jersey to Allocate Funds from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to Counties with Populations of 

Less Than 500,000 

The Mayor and Council previously discussed the Morris County Freeholders resolution and 

adopted a resolution in support of Morris County receiving funding from the CARES Act.   

 

Morris County Freeholders Resolution No. 2020-345 Urging the State to Begin a Safe, Phased 

Reopening  

The Mayor and Borough Council discussed this and it was determined that they would wait to 

see the outcome from a recent meeting between Senator Bucco, the task force he assembled and 

Governor Murphy to determine how and what businesses could reopen safely.  The plan has been 

forwarded to the Governor to assist him in making determinations as to reopening the State.  

Mayor Alviene explained that he wants to reopen the Borough safely for the entire community.   

 

Borough of Morris Plains Resolution No. 2020-64 Urging the State of New Jersey to Provide 

Direct Stabilization Funding to Morris County From the Coronavirus Relief Fund  

The Mayor and Council previously discussed the Morris County Freeholders resolution and 

adopted a resolution in support of Morris County receiving funding from the CARES Act.   

 

Resignation of Robert D. Westdyk as Butler Fire Marshal effective September 1, 2020 

The Mayor and Council accepted Mr. Westdyk’s resignation with Mr. Lampmann noting that 

Mr. Westdyk is a fantastic employee he will be missed, regarding a replacement no 

determination has been made as the resignation was only received on May 18, 2020.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-07 An Ordinance Providing for the Appropriation of $80,000 for the Northwestern 

Avenue Water Main Replacement Project from the Community Development Block Grant 

Program  

Introduced: April 21, 2020 

Advertised: April 29, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-07 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-08 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of the 2020 Amended and Restated Service 

Contract with the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

Public Hearing; June 16, 2020 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-09 An Ordinance Appropriating $125,000 for the Purchase of a Backhoe for the 

Department of Public Works from the Electric Utility-Capital Improvement Funds, the Water 

Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund and the General Capital – Capital Improvement 

Fund 
Public Hearing; June 16, 2020 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-10 An Ordinance Appropriating $50,000 for Site Remediation at the Borough of Butler’s 

DPW Facilities from the Electric Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Public Hearing; June 16, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-11 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition of a Bucket Truck for the Electric 

Utility and Appropriating $245,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $245,000 Bonds 

or Notes 
Public Hearing; June 16, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-52 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik      Second: Fox   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 
* 2020-53 Resolution Authorizing Entrance into the New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance 

Cooperative Pricing Agreement  

* 2020-54 Resolution Authorizing the Municipal Tax Collector to Prepare and Mail Estimated Tax 

Bills in accordance with P.L. 1994, c 72 

* 2020-55 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 
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* 2020-56 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Sewer Department 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Councilman Regis asked that the Mayor and Council take a look at Roosevelt Avenue, he feels 

that drivers are using this as a cut through to Kiel Avenue and speeding down the road, creating a 

possible hazard.  Mayor Alviene noted that he and the Council members would look and discuss 

this further at the next Council meeting.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 8:10 p.m. 

 

Adopted: June 16, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: June 16, 2020   
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