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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Presentation of Plaques to Pete Clave and Ken Vanderhoff  

 

Electric Superintendent Jeff Ricker wanted to acknowledge that present in the audience this evening are 

several past and current employees of the Electric Utility.  Mr. Ricker detailed that Ken Vanderhoff has 

amassed thirty-three years of service for Butler Electric; beginning in 1986 his entire career was in the 

Electric Utility, he started as a ground worker and retired as a Crew Chief.  Mr. Ricker thanked him for 

his years of service.  Mr. Ricker noted that Pete Clave has 42 years of service, starting with the Borough 

as a dispatcher.  He was a grounds man for several years and he retired as a Senior Meter Technician he 

was also a Class 1 Special Police Officer and a Volunteer Firefighter. Mayor Alviene read and presented 

the plaques to both Pete Clave and Ken Vanderhoff.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

No minutes were presented for approval.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Lee McNulty 10 Summit Avenue, Cheryl Sorg, 25 Summit Avenue, Diane Arneson 18 Summit 

Avenue are here this evening regarding an issue they are having with the residents of 23 Summit Avenue 

and their barking dogs.  Mr. McNulty stated that he has received monthly notices to appear in court 

regarding this matter; however, the residents of 23 Summit Avenue have not appeared.  The situation has 

not changed; Mayor Alviene noted that he has seen reports from the Zoning Officer that he is on top of it.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that with the new bail reforms laws that Municipal Court is limited in what 

steps might be taken for non-appearance before the court.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that the Municipal 

Court has rules and regulations that need to be applied to all defendants.  Discussion ensued regarding 

other steps that may be taken to alleviate the problem devices, collars, etc.  Mr. McNulty, Ms. Sorg and 

Ms. Arneson are here this evening just to keep the Mayor and Council apprised of the situation.  Mayor 

Alviene explained that the Borough is doing all that can be done at this point.  Mr. McNulty asked if 

animals were being imported from other countries, what steps would be required to bring the animal into 

the country.  Mayor Alviene thanked these residents for coming and explained that it is frustrating that the 

Borough’s hands are tied.  The suggestion was made that if animals are viewed being left in a vehicle they 

should contact the Police department.   

 

Motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers  

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance it has been a very good year so far, finance is on track, 

departments are preparing their budget submissions for the 2020 budget.  The Economic Development 

Committee met on January 20, 2020, they are putting together the events for the year.  The Recreation 

Commission is in the process of scheduling their events for the year.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that prior to the cold spell this week street sweeping and 

pothole repair had been ongoing.  Street sign installation has continued in the area that was recently paved 

on Manning Avenue, Second Street and Third Street completing the road improvement project in that 

area.  New signs are on order for Hamburg Turnpike and East Belleview Avenue to complete those 

projects.  Public Works crews have responded to seven-winter weather events since the beginning of the 

season, residents are reminded that there is no parking on snow covered streets as this impedes plowing.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police there were 31 Motor Vehicle Accidents 22 of those were 

reportable, with three injuries.  104 Summons were issued, one driving under the influence arrest.  

Regarding the Fire Department, the turnouts have been good both day and night.   

 

Councilman Calvi in the Water department quarterly meetings readings are complete, along with routine 

maintenance and customer service calls.  Two water main breaks occurred in the area of Carey Avenue 

and Bartholdi Avenue.  The water main in that area has reached the end of its useful life, work is currently 

underway to properly abandon and replace the failed water main.  The advanced meter reading 

infrastructure project is progressing and all four meter reading antennas have been installed with initial 

testing completed.  Preparation is underway for large-scale deployment of radios and individual meters.  

Regarding the Sewer department Department of Public Works crews responded to one reported sewer 

back up, the issue was determined to be in the customer’s plumbing.  All sewer pump stations are 

operating normally and routine maintenance has been completed as previously scheduled.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility emphasis continues on providing efficient service and 

keeping costs as low as possible.  Overtime costs as a whole are lower for the year, tree trimming is 

ongoing.  Repairs, replacements and new service hookups were completed where necessary.  West 

Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric 

accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were 

handled in a timely fashion.  Regarding the Butler Museum there are two new members.   

 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Board of Health has not met this month.  He is keeping close 

track of the numbers regarding influenza, he is also keeping track of the new virus that has attacked 

China.  He noted that he would miss Hazel Whitty as the Secretary of the Board of Health.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –December 2019 – $642,947.49  

 

Tax Collectors Report for 2019 - $29,792,729.35 

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2019– $1,717,730.06  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-22 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-22 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Email from Chief Chimento regarding Sergeant Natale purchasing his service weapon upon retirement 

The Mayor and Council authorized Sergeant Natale to purchase his service weapon.   

 

Permission to Use Butler Park as the Starting Point for the Tri-Boro Little League Parade on April 18, 

2020.   

The Mayor and Council approved this request.     

 

Letter to Suzanne Finelli from Hazel Whitty announcing her retirement as Secretary for the Board of 

Health.   

The Mayor and Council accepted the resignation. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-01 Amendments to Chapter 216 (Towing) of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough 

of Butler  

Public Hearing: February 18, 2020 
Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-23 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik      Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-24 Resolution Authorizing the Lease of Certain Office Space in Borough Hall to the Pequannock 

River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

* 2020-25 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Developer’s Agreement Between the Borough of 

Butler and Butler Plaza Partnership, LLC Corporation  

* 2020-26 Resolution Accepting Performance Bonds (Butler Plaza Partnership, LLC) 

* 2020-27 Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of a Form to be Used for the Filing of Notices of Tort 

Claims Against the Borough of Butler in Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Tort 

Claims Act, N.J.S.A. 59:8-6 

* 2020-28 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2020-29 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric Department 
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* 2020-30 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application of Steven M. Drada to join Pequannock Engine and Hose Co.,  

The Mayor and Council approved the application. 

 

The Mayor appointed Douglas Travers as liaison to the Tri-Boro First Aid Squad.   

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: March 17, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 17, 2020   
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