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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer 

C. Woods, from the office of the Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Mayor Robert Conley, Ray Codey, Borough Administrator and Councilman John Hoover, 

Borough of Madison are present this evening to present the Borough of Butler with a small token 

of gratitude for assistance provided by Butler Power and Light to the Borough of Madison.  In 

the late hours of October 31, 2019, an EF1 tornado touched down in Harding Township and 

proceeded to cut a path through Madison, leaving a path of destruction in its wake affecting 

many neighborhoods in Madison.  Many trees were down and there were numerous power 

outages, Jim Burnet the Assistant Administrator reached out at about 4:00 a.m. to Jim 

Lampmann, who after the restoration of any outages in Butler sent five fully equipped crews to 

Madison, they worked well with the crews in Madison.  Mayor Conley wanted to thank Butler 

Power and Light for their hard work and the help provided in a time of need.  Mr. Lampmann 

wanted to say it was very smooth working with Madison between the employees and everything 

went well.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

October 15, 2019 Regular Council Meeting   

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to discuss the Chrysler dealership up on Route 23, he 

explained that currently the dealership is parking cars on a grassy unpaved area in the rear of the 

dealership.  Mr. Lampmann explained that both the Municipal Engineer and the Zoning Officer 

have inspected the area and the detention basin in the area-required work, he will check with the 

Engineer and the Zoning Officer for a status update.  Additionally, Mr. Lampmann noted that if 

the cars being parked there do not comply with his site plan then he may not park his vehicles 

there without going before the Board of Adjustment for a variance.   
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Motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Board of Health, met on November 6, 2019.  The 

2020 budget was submitted to the Board of Health and passed at the meeting; the increase will be 

1.016% increase.  The increase is due to additional supplies such as EPI pens to address any 

adverse effects that may occur from vaccinations.  The Flu Clinic was held earlier today, two site 

visits were made to 228 Main Street regarding complaints of trash.  Two area food 

establishments received satisfactory inspections. Year to date 22 influenza cases, one 

documented Hepatitis A case, concerns were forwarded to the Health Inspector regarding recent 

reports of an outbreak. The next Board of Health meeting is December 4, 2019.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility noted department heads attended the 

quarterly safety meeting with the Borough Administrator.  The windstorm that occurred on 

October 16, 2019 had crews working into the night responding to multiple outages.  Butler 

Power and Light participated in Spooky Stony.  Repairs, replacements and new service hookups 

were completed where necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All 

meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial 

were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  

Regarding the Butler Museum there are five new volunteers, more volunteers are needed.  Mayor 

Alviene asked that the pictures that were given to Butler by Madison be sent to the museum for 

display.   

 

Councilman Calvi regarding water distribution fire hydrant flushing is complete.  The AMI 

(Advanced Metering Infrastructure) is underway.  Test equipment for this project have been 

installed for final testing prior to full-scale installation.  Annual maintenance has been completed 

at the Decker Road pressure reducing station.  Regarding sanitary sewer the Department of 

Public Works responded to two sewer backups one at East Belleview Avenue and one at Cascade 

Way, in both instances the issue was related to the homeowners plumbing.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department, there were 14 Motor Vehicle Accidents, 

142 summons issued, 1 driving under the influence and 5 arrests were made in October.  

Regarding the Butler Fire Department, the Halloween Party was successful; the Senior Holiday 

Dinner was also successful.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads work is complete on Hamburg Turnpike, East Belleview 

Avenue, Second Street, Third Street and Manning Avenue. Replacement of curbs and sidewalks 

on Manning Avenue, Second Street and Third Street is also complete.  Street signs and pavement 

markings will be installed or replaced over the next few weeks.  Repair of storm water inlets is 

complete for the year, 46 inlets rebuilt and 82 additional inlets were repaired.  Street sweeping 

continues on a daily basis weather permitting.  Plows and salters are ready for the cold weather.    
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Council President Verdonik Finance is trending very well for the year.  The Economic 

Development Committee held the Bed Race on October 20, 2019, wanted to thank all the 

volunteers it was a big success.  The Recreation Department held Trunk or Treat and Spooky 

Stony, both were big successes, it was attended and enjoyed by all age groups.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –October 2019 – $2,628,365.90  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2019– $2,140,288.56  

 

The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee Holiday Dinner was well attended and a success 

although there were a couple of mishaps, thank you to Councilman Travers for his assistance 

with those.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-100 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2019-100 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Linda Remmert Health Department Secretary notifying the Mayor and Council of 

her Retirement Effective February 1, 2020.  The Mayor and Council accepted the resignation, 

and Mr. Lampmann explained that another employee is being trained to assume the duties upon 

Linda’s retirement.   

 

Memo from Butler Planning Board/Karen Becker Regarding Chapter 143, Schedule B 

The purpose of this memo regards required parking spaces from a recent application previously 

heard by the Planning Board.  The Mayor and Council ask this be referred back to the Planning 

Board.  The Mayor asked that the office of the Borough Attorney contact Mr. Budesheim for 

clarification.   

 

Request from Butler Methodist Church to use Butler Park for a Midnight Service on December 

24-25.  Council has no problem with this ceremony, Butler Methodist Church to provide 

application and appropriate insurances.   

 

Correspondence from Sergeant Findura Regarding a Request from Mayor Alviene Regarding 

Drop Off and Pick Up of Students at Aaron Decker School About Installing a No Left Turn Sign 

When Exiting the School onto Decker Road  

Discussion ensued Mayor Alviene explaining that he spent some time there and noticed that 

people were not exiting with care and he was concerned with safety for both the parents and 

children.  The Mayor and Council concurred that a “no left turn” sign be installed at the exit of 

Aaron Decker School.   
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-17 Amending and Revising Chapter 225, “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Revised 

General Ordinances and Amending the Speed Limit on the Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike  

Introduced: October 15, 2019 

Advertised: October 20, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-101 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Verdonik   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay:  

 

* 2019-102 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2019-103 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department 

* 2019-104 Appointment of John Gillooly for the Unexpired Term of Tax Assessor for the 

Borough of Butler  

* 2019-105 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Strategic Plan Grant for Fiscal year 

2021 from the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse  

* 2019-106 Resolution Calling for a Study Commission to Review the Open Public Records Act   

* 2019-107 Transfer Resolution  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 
 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted that he had been at the Planning Board meeting where the 

application that the parking issue previously discussed was approved.  He stated that he has no 

idea where someone would go from there.  Mr. Norman had a question for Councilman Fox 

regarding South Gifford Street with the potholes he would like to have them repaired, he also 

noted that the roads in Lake Edenwald also need repair; the potholes are a result of the 

installation of piping from PSE&G.  Mr. Norman also feels that Summit Avenue, Outlook Street 

and Reservoir Avenue are also in terrible shape.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

R 2019-108 Negotiations – Blue Collar Workers and Butler Police Department  

Council President Verdonik made a motion to go into closed session  

 

Motion to go into Closed Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Fox   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: December 17, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: December 17, 2019  
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