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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

Absent: Councilman Robert Fox  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Fox 

Moved: Meier       Second: Travers  

All in favor.   

 

Swearing in Ceremony for Butler Police Sergeant Jorge L. Reyes, Jr.  

Sergeant Reyes received the oath of office; his son Anthony held the bible while the oath was 

administered.   

 

Chief Ciro Chimento noted that today, Sergeant Reyes appeared in Morris County Superior 

Court regarding an incident that occurred in 2016 wherein an individual tried to kill Sergeant 

Reyes, today the individual was sentenced to twelve years in State prison.  On behalf of the 

Butler Police department, Chief Chimento wished Sergeant Reyes all the luck in the world.   

 

Mayor Alviene expressed the gratitude of both himself and the Borough Council, noting that he 

felt the choice of Sergeant Reyes was a good choice and well deserved.   

 

Chief Chimento noted that he was approached by Sheriff Gannon regarding implementing the 

second section of the Hope One Initiative program.  The second section is called PAARI (Police 

Assisted Addiction and Recovery Initiative).  The purpose of this program is for any individual 

who goes to Police headquarters and is seeking assistance for substance abuse and or bullying.  

Currently the Borough of Butler Police department implements many aspects of this program.  

He hopes that the Mayor and Borough will endorse the Proclamation.    

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 19, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and April 2, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  
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MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Julie Jorda, 27 Western Avenue and Nadia Cartelli, 16 Center Street are present this 

evening to request a basketball court in town and to refurbish Assante Park on Northwestern 

Avenue.  They would like to update the equipment in both park locations Northwestern and the 

park located here at the Municipal Building.  They would be willing to do the legwork that 

includes fundraising for grant monies.  Councilman Calvi explained that the first step for any 

recreational areas should be to approach the Recreation Commission.  Additionally, Councilman 

Calvi noted that there is a basketball hoop at Stonybrook; however, it is currently limited to 

members of Stonybrook.  He explained that Butler does not have a lot of open space available, so 

it limits the locations available.  Council President Verdonik noted that Roads and Grounds 

should also be made aware of this request.  He also explained that the 2019 budget is up for 

adoption this evening. No funding would be available this year; however, he asked that a plan be 

developed for the Mayor and Borough Council to consider for next year’s budget.   

 

Rosemary Russo, 31 Central Avenue her son wanted to do an Eagle Scout project at Yapewi 

Park, however, Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough of Butler does not own the property.   

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that they should approach the Recreation Commission, as they would be 

the place to start.  The Recreation Commission meets on the second Tuesday of the month, in the 

spring and summer month’s meetings are held at Stonybrook.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Council President Verdonik made a motion to close 

this public portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik the 2019 Budget will be adopted this evening, he wanted to thank 

all involved with drafting the budget.  The average increase comes out to approximately $25.90 

that is strictly the municipal portion of the budget.  The increase to the library will be .62¢, he 

does not know what the numbers are regarding the Butler Board of Education and Morris 

County, but the Borough is doing their best to control the increase.  The Economic Development 

Committee Concert series will begin on June 28, the remaining concerts are on July 26, and 

August 23.  Taste of the Boroughs will be on June 14 and there will be a Bed Race on October 

20.  The Recreation Commission will be holding the Fish Rally on May 5, the Stonybrook Open 

house will be coming up and Butler Day is scheduled for June 8.  Preparations have begun for 

Spooky Stony, which will occur prior to Halloween.   

 

Councilman Regis wanted to give a synopsis in the absence of Councilman Fox on Roads; he 

explained that it is great that we recently received a grant for $499,000; this along with other 

funds allocated will help to pave many roads this year.  Regarding the Fire Department, members 

of the Fire Department inspected the new truck; they are pleased with the progress.  Regarding 
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the Police Department, there were twenty-six motor vehicle accidents, 156 summons were 

issued, two driving while intoxicated summons and 21 arrests were made.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to reiterate that the Borough was awarded a grant for $499,000.00 for a 

road project.  He wanted to thank Jim Lampmann for all his hard work in getting this grant.  

Councilman Regis explained that other municipalities hire grant writers, Mr. Lampmann does all 

the research and writing of the applications and the Borough has received many grants that have 

saved the taxpayers funds and have improved various roads of the Borough, along with the 

Butler Museum.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department noted a minor water leak was detected 

and repaired in the area of 38 Morse Avenue; service was uninterrupted while repairs took place.  

Work continues on the new meter program, the projected implementation date would be later this 

year, this will provide many customer friendly aspects.  Hydrant flushing began on Monday, 

April 15; the full schedule is available on the Borough of Butler website.  During flushing 

activities low pressure and or discoloration of water may occur.  Bids have been received for the 

Northwestern Avenue water main replacement, area residents will be notified prior to 

commencement of the project.  Regarding the Sewer Utility the Woodland Avenue pump station 

clogging issue continues the sanitary wipes are creating clogs in the system.  All other pump 

stations are experiencing no issues.  CCTV inspection will be done in May prior to the start of 

paving projects to insure there are no issues.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric tree trimming is ongoing, primary feed upgrade 

projects should begin shortly; di-electric boom testing will begin this month.  Crews have begun 

rebuilding Long Meadow Swamp to increase reliability.  A pole was set and transferred in 

Kinnelon.  A three-phase bank was built for a new building at 62 Main Street.  Riverdale and 

West Milford were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric 

accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints 

were handled in a timely fashion.  Additionally, Butler Power and Light is one of thirteen utility 

companies in the New Jersey, they have the lowest rates in the State.  Regarding the Butler 

Museum, volunteers are needed; please call 973-838-7222 for more information.  There will be a 

ceremony on May 4, 2019 honoring Roberta Hunt with the presentation of a plaque to be erected 

on the Museum for her contributions to the museum and as secretary to the President of the 

Pequanoc Soft Rubber mill.   

 

Councilman Travers the Board of Health met on February 27, 2019 there were 21 total 

influenza cases, he will provide an updated report after the March meeting.  Earlier this week 

New York City declared a State of Emergency regarding the measles outbreak.  Any Butler 

residents who go to that area should exercise proper precautions and be vaccinated if they have 

not been previously.  Coyotes are present in the area please take proper precautions to avoid any 

problems.  Regarding the big foot slide in Assante Park, he would like to thank Mr. Lampmann 

for finding the parts required for repair at a substantial savings to the Borough and the 

completion of the repair prior to Spring.   
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Tax Collectors Report – March 2019 – $394,745.42      

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – March 2019– $2,017,563.77  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-40 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

R 2019-40 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Correspondence from the New Jersey State League of Municipalities regarding Hopewell v. 

Verizon Appeal Status 

 

Mr. Oostdyk will get more information regarding this case.   

 

Proclamation in Support of the PAARI Initiative (Police Assisted Addiction and Recovery 

Initiative)  

 

Chief Chimento spoke on this earlier; the Mayor and Council agreed and adopted this 

proclamation.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-3 Calendar Year 2019 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits 

Introduced: March 19, 2019 

Advertised: March 24, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Verdonik      Second : Regis  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

2019-41 2019 Municipal Budget  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on the 2019 Municipal Budget only.  

 

Councilman Calvi noted that the increase to the average household is approximately $26.00 with 

no loss of services; however, this is just the municipal portion of the budget.   



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       APRIL 16, 2019 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        5 

 

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt the 2019 Municipal Budget.   

Moved: Verdonik      Second : Regis  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-04 Appropriating $9,500 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Police Department 

from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Public Hearing: May 21, 2019  

Moved: Verdonik      Second : Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

2019-05 Appropriating $165,000 for the Improvements to Buildings and Grounds from the 

General Capital - Capital Improvement Funds and the Electric Utility Capital 

Improvement Fund   

Public Hearing: May 21, 2019  

Moved: Verdonik      Second Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

2019-06 Appropriating $20,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Fire Department 

from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Public Hearing: May 21, 2019  

Moved: Regis       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

2019-07 Appropriating $73,000 for the Purchase of a Utility Vehicle for the Department of 

Public Works from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Public Hearing: May 21, 2019  

Moved: Regis       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  
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2019-08 Appropriating $100,000 for the Improvements to Streets and Roads within the 

Borough of Butler from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Public Hearing: May 21, 2019  

Moved: Travers       Second : Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

2019-09 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $427,000, and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$285,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Various Electric Supply and Distribution 

System Improvements   

Public Hearing: May 7, 2019  

Moved: Meier       Second : Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

2019-10 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $666,200 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$627,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Improvement of the Water Supply and 

Distribution System   

Public Hearing: May 7, 2019  

Moved: Calvi        Second : Meier  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-42 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Meier      Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

* 2019-43 Bid Award – Awarding a Contract for the Northwestern Avenue Water Main 

Replacement Project   

* 2019-44 Resolution Authorizing Application for a Recycling Tonnage Grant  

* 2019-45 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the  

Tax Office 

* 2019-46 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department 
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* 2019-47 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one else come forward Council President Verdonik made a motion to close this public 

portion. 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Calvi  

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

Adopted: June 18, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: June 18, 2019  
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