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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Fox 

Moved: Travers       Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 18, 2018 Regular Council Meeting and Closed Session Minutes of the December 4, 

2018 Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

John Monda, 78 Summit Avenue is here this evening to inform the Mayor and Council of 

problems he is having with the trash pickup for the Quick Chek on Route 23 South, the trash is 

being picked up very early in the morning, sometimes, as early as 4:00 a.m.  He noted that during 

construction he suffered financial hardship from debris flying during the tree removal at the site 

that may have damaged his swimming pool filter pump.  The location of the trash dumpsters is 

adjacent to his property, so when the hauler comes to do trash pickup the noise is horrendous.  

He has spoken with Karen Becker regarding this; she explained that we do not have any 

provision in the ordinance regarding limiting the time of pick up.  He is having issues from the 

change in elevation of the property as feels it may be creating problems with his pool liner due to 

drainage; additionally he has seen an influx of mosquitoes at this location.  It is his opinion that 

the residents of the area adjacent to Quick Chek have received no protections from the Borough 

and that Quick Chek should be a good neighbor.  Apparently, during a recent snowstorm the 

emergency access road was plowed in, which may impede access.  Mr. Lampmann asked Mr. 

Monda if he could get the name of the hauler, perhaps we could reach out to them and ask if they 

would come later.   
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Susan Pettigrano, 83 Ridge Road noted that she is the closest neighbor to the Quick Chek their 

fence abuts her property.  She is in total agreement with Mr. Monda in her case it has been hell 

since they opened up.  She contacted Dean Durling, President of Quick Chek he sent a number of 

representatives who went over Ms. Pettigrano’s concerns, she received assurances in June 2018 

that these issues would no longer occur, and to date the problems still exist.  Ms. Pettigrano 

previously notified the Mayor and Council of these issues.  Mr. Monda interjected that the water 

previously would disperse amongst the homes in the area, it no longer does.  He feels that there 

should be some sort of drainage installed and that the water is going across her property and 

uphill.  Ms. Pettigrano feels that she is being dismissed, and with the trees being removed, she 

now has a clear view of Route 23.  Ms. Pettigrano and Mr. Monda also complained about the 

backup sensors from trucks sounding at all hours.    

 

Mayor Alviene noted that the noise from the hauler would be dealt with first.  Councilman Regis 

asked what height do they think the berm should be, 3 feet, 5 feet or what height.  Councilman 

Regis noted that perhaps bamboo would serve as a better sound barrier as it grows faster and will 

fill in relatively quickly.   Councilman Calvi asked if they had informed Quick Chek’s 

representatives about the sound barrier.  Ms. Pettigrano explained that they planted some 

forsythia to serve as a sound barrier, however at this time of the year they are not in bloom.  She 

feels that something a little more substantial is needed.  Mr. Monda feels that the berm should be 

higher so it will deaden the sound coming from Quick Chek.  According to Ms. Pettigrano Quick 

Chek has removed and replaced thirty-seven trees this year, but the trees being used are only four 

feet tall.  Mr. Monda feels that the real issue is that a commercial operation has been carved out 

in the middle of a residential area.  Ms. Pettigrano noted that the chain across the emergency 

access gate is broken.   

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the issue of the snowplow piling the snow against the emergency 

access gate has been rectified, additionally; routes were changed this year so that may have been 

why the worker doing the plowing did not know that route that well.  Mr. Lampmann also 

explained that the drainage issue was dealt with previously by Max is Back, the drainage ditch 

that was dug has been filled in over the years with various leftover foliage. Additionally, the area 

in the rear of Max is Back is wetlands, so the drainage could not be rerouted.   Mr. Oostdyk 

noted that the Borough is addressing or working on addressing the issues that Mr. Monda and 

Ms. Pettigrano mentioned.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Regis made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Regis       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers the Board of Health has not met in January yet.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric overtime for 2018 was down due to a combination 

of aggressive maintenance and a break from the severe storms.  The Electric Utility responded to 

260 calls, tree-trimming remains a priority, the holiday lighting in the park received many 

compliments.  Repairs and upgrades were made where needed, required training has been 

completed.  LED Street light conversion continued on Dean Avenue, Siek Road, Hamburg 

Turnpike and Main Street completing the conversion in Butler.  Riverdale and West Milford 

were quiet for the month.  As is customary all meters were read and recorded, delinquent 

accounts addressed and outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  

Councilman Meier had no report on the Butler Museum at this time.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department, a Water main break occurred recently in 

front of 1250 Route 23, it is currently being addressed, repairs may be finished by January 16, 

2019.  A small break occurred in the area of 1506 Route 23, necessary parts are on order for the 

repair it should be completed shortly; there was no disruption of service.  Regarding the Board of 

Education reorganization meeting Tracy Luciano was elected President and Karen Smith, Vice 

President.   

 

Councilman Regis the Fire Department held a recognition dinner on January 12.  The Butler 

Police issued 149 summons, there were 0 driving under the influence arrests and 3 arrests were 

made for a variety of criminal offenses.   

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finances everything for 2018 trended very well, budgets 

are being prepared for the various departments.  2019 Budget hearings will begin soon, in early 

February.   

 

Tax Collectors Report for 2018 - $28,544,000.90 

Tax Collectors Report – December 2018 – $987,123.48     

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2018 – $1,664,749.17  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-18 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

R 2019-18 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-19 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Meier       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

*2019-20 Resolution Approving Participation in the New Jersey Safe and Secure 

Communities Program  

* 2019-21 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Council President Verdonik made a motion to close this public 

portion. 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis  

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik         Second: Travers   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:43 p.m. 

 

Adopted: February 19, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: February 19, 2019   
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