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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 21, 2018 Regular Council Meeting and September 4, 2018 Council Workshop Meeting 

and September 4, 2018 Closed Session  

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Debbie Sammon, 80 Summit Avenue is here this evening to ask Mr. Lampmann about tree 

trimming in the Lake Edenwold section and paving of Outlook Street and Summit Avenue.  She 

also asked if the street sweeper would be up in the Lake Edenwold area prior to winter.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that the paving on Greenwood Avenue is PSE & G doing repair work on 

the trenches; regarding the street sweeper, it is currently being refurbished, once the 

refurbishment is complete, the street sweeping will commence in the Borough.   

 

Margaret Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue had a question regarding E-Waste collection in the 

Borough.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the program began on August 1, if the item is small 

enough to carry in then bring it to Borough Hall during regular business hours, if the item is too 

large for one person to carry call in advance to make an appointment so a Borough employee 

may take it to the container at that time.  She also wanted to know what could be done about 

plantings that obstruct the view at intersections.  Mr. Lampmann asked that she provide him with 

addresses and he will forward that information onto the Zoning Officer to address.    

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had questions regarding the recycling of rechargeable batteries.  

Mr. Lampmann informed him that he could bring them to Borough Hall for recycling.  He also 

had a question regarding Ordinance No. 2018-16 he wanted to know if it was for the new Fire 

Truck.  He was told that the Ordinance is for the purchase of a new Fire Truck.   
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Bob Podstawski, 62 Marion Avenue questioned why where Butler Police attending a 

Rockaway Council meeting.  Mr. Lampmann stated that there was MCREDS (Morris County 

Regional Emergency Deployment System) call out; Morris County assesses the situation and 

determines if there is a need for deployment, this is a mutual aid agreement of which Butler is a 

member.  Mr. Podstawski then asked who pays the officers.  Ms. O’Keefe explained that the 

officers receive compensatory time for those hours worked.  Mr. Lampmann recalled that several 

years ago former Pro Football quarterback Michael Vick had an appearance here in Butler 

MCREDS was called out for assistance.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the Borough incurred no 

charges for the assistance provided at that time, that it is a mutual aid system.   

 

Don Moran, Morse Avenue is here this evening to invite the Governing Body, Borough 

Administrator and the Borough Clerk along with the residents of the community to attend an 

Open House at the Butler Fire Department on Thursday, October 11, 2018 from 6:00 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m., additionally that is Fire Prevention week.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding finances they are tracking very well.  Recreation is 

sponsoring two more events this year a Food Truck festival on October 6, 2018 from 3:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. at Stonybrook and Spooky Stony is scheduled for October 27, 2018; there will be a 

haunted mansion set up; the time for Spooky Stony has not been determined yet.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads Morse Avenue is completed and striped, Tilcon returned to 

complete some needed repairs.  The upper Main Street Bridge was resurfaced, finished and 

striped.  There are some funds remaining from the Roads allocation in the 2018 budget, there 

will be milling and paving on the short section of Smith Street (corner of Spring and Smith), 

Councilman Fox stated that the road is in terrible shape.  Replacement of the faceplates so the 

Borough complies with current storm water regulations is almost complete.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police department 193 summons were issued, 2 driving 

while intoxicated, 13 arrests were made.  Regarding the Fire Department 121 fire alarms an 

increase of 23%, training is now done with the entire department rather than individually.  

Turnout for training has been great.   

 

Councilman Calvi the Water Department will be conducting the annual sampling for lead and 

copper content in the water.  Required updates to the Borough’s lead and copper sampling plans 

were completed in early 2018.  The Borough is in full compliance with state and federal 

regulations regarding lead and copper.  Hydrant flushing is scheduled to begin on October 8 it 

takes approximately 3 ½ weeks, a flushing post was installed on Western Avenue to improve the 

flushing within the neighborhood.  Regarding Sewer, no backups have occurred nor any pump 
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malfunctions, cleaning of sump station wet wells should be completed within the next two weeks 

depending on contractor availability.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility assisted with National Night Out; 

unfortunately, the weather interrupted the evening and was also responsible for a few power 

outages.  All personnel attended mandatory training.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where 

needed was addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, 

customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  All was quiet in 

Riverdale and West Milford.  Councilman Meier read the following letter into the record: 

 
My name is Ken Vesey and I live in Kampfe Lake, Bloomingdale.  The times we live in 
when everyone has come to want and expect things instantly, I am constantly 
impressed with Butler Electric.   
This past Saturday 9/15 my wife reached out to Butler Electric regarding occasional 
flickering on lights in our home.  Within the hour you had a crew on the pole addressing 
the problem.  The problem needed additional resources and 2 more crews joined the 
effort and an hour later the line was fixed and the flickering stopped.   
All too often you read and hear about utility companies failing and citizens suffering 
because of this.  I wanted to express my appreciation to you for always exceeding my 
expectations and proactively taking steps to insure your customers receive 100% 
service or as close to as possible. 
 

 

The Butler Museum participation in the Pathways to History Tour is Saturday, September 22 

from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, September 23, from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., the theme 

this year is World War I, uniforms, artifacts and photos will be on display.  The Butler Museum 

recently had 1100 slides digitized for use in the community.   

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health noted that there are no updates, as they 

do not meet during the summer months; the next scheduled meeting is September 26.  He will be 

able to provide updated reports after the meeting.  He will look into the status of the changes on 

the recently adopted ordinances.    

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to thank all those who attended the 9/11 memorial event.  There was a 

nice crowd of people in attendance and it was great to see the respect that was given.  He thanked 

all the departments involved Police, Fire, Tri-Boro First Aid, Electric and the Department of 

Public Works, and of course the Borough Clerk Mary O’Keefe.  

 

Tax Collectors Report – August 2018 – $6,713,717.42  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2018 – $2,751,469.62  

 

Reporting on the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee a bus ride is coming up, signups for the 

Senior Holiday Dinner will be held on October 29, the dinner is November 10.   
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2018-87 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2018-87 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Butler Museum and Historical Committee Request for an Amendment to the Borough 

Code to Allow for the Appointment of Members who are not Borough Residents  

 

Ken Montanye, 117 Boonton Avenue, Co-Chair of the Butler Museum is present this 

evening to inform the Mayor and Council that the Museum is suffering from a severe shortage of 

members as some of the members are unable to attend due to illness, and there are a couple of 

openings.  He stressed the need for more volunteers; he has tried various outlets for volunteers 

such as newspaper, social media and open houses.  He is reaching out to the Mayor and Council 

for help in getting more volunteers as the Museum is required to be open 12 hours monthly as 

per the terms of the various grants that have been received from the Morris County Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund for the renovation and restoration of the Museum.  He feels that the 

chapter of the code as it is written is vague.  Councilman Meier feels that if someone from 

another municipality wants to join that should be okay, Mayor Alviene explained that the 

appointment to the committee is a Mayoral appointment.  Mr. Lampmann asked the Borough 

Attorney if a guideline can be established that if the appointee is not a Borough resident they 

may not be an officer of the committee.  Peggy Spranzani, former Chair of the Butler Museum 

for nineteen years, noted that non-residents may be members of the Museum but may not be in a 

position of handling money nor have they been in those positions in the twenty-four years she 

has been a member of the museum.  

 

Request from Steve Mulligan for Borough Assistance for the Mission Honor Ceremony on 

October 27, 2018  

Councilman Travers has been in contact with Mr. Mulligan, who is looking for Borough support 

for the following three elements: Support of Butler Police Department as far as closing certain 

streets to traffic during the ceremony, also the use of certain equipment from the Butler Fire 

Department and TriBoro First Aid Squad.  Mr. Mulligan is trying to get a parachute jumper from 

the West Point; Councilman Travers explained to Mr. Mulligan that as this is school property 

permission must be granted from the Butler Board of Education for the use of school property, 

he asked that he receive copies of the permission from the Board of Education.  A preliminary 

schedule of events was provided however, it is subject to change.  Mayor Alviene stated that 

there needs to be a plan prior to the event, as many departments will be involved in the execution 

of the event.  Mr. Lampmann noted that there should be a meeting to get a set plan and to curtail 

costs to the Borough.   
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2018-15 An Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 143 (“Land Use”) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: October 16, 2018 

 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-16 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $1,000,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$950,000 Bonds or Notes for Various Improvements 

Public Hearing: October 16, 2018 

 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2018-88 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Meier       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

*2018-89 Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Application and to Execute a 

Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 

Improvements to Manning, Second, Street, Third Street, Short Street and Plane Street  

 

* 2018-90 Resolution Approving and Authorizing a Land Lease for the Co-Location on a 

Previously Awarded, Approved and Constructed Self Supporting Wireless 

Telecommunication Monopole and Ancillary Wireless Telephone Support Equipment   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application of Jonathan M. Cromley to Join Pequannock Engine and Hose Co.; Application of 

Joseph Scognamiglio to Join Bartholdi Hose Co.   

Applications for both candidates are in order, the Mayor and Council approved the applications.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired as to why the ordinance title is not more descriptive 

regarding what the funds will be spent on.  He also expressed concern that he is unable to hear 

what the Mayor and Council are saying during the meeting, he asked that the volume be adjusted 

higher.  He wanted to inform the Mayor and Council about serious potholes on Dean Avenue.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the road would be fixed as a part of the Morris County Boonton 

Avenue project, the Borough will look at the potholes and possibly do temporary fixes.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik         Second: Regis 

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 16, 2018  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 16, 2018   
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