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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 19, 2017 Regular Council Meeting and October 3, 2017 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Leonard Okunak, 176 Main Street is here this evening regarding parking on Main Street, his 

wife suffers from Peripheral Artery Disease and would be unable to walk from the Harmon 

parking lot on Boonton Avenue to their residence.  Mayor Alviene stated that while he is 

sympathetic to their issue, the Borough could not issue permits for on street parking during the 

no overnight parking period from November 1, through April 15, as all affected residents would 

request the permits.   

 

Debbie Sammon, 80 Summit Avenue has questions regarding large branches that fell into her 

yard after the recent windstorm she wanted to know who is responsible for the trees that abut her 

property.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the owners of the Max is Back property would be 

responsible, Ms. Sammon will speak with them regarding the dead tree when Max is back 

reopens for the Holiday season.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way is here this evening regarding ongoing issues with the former 

Dodge dealership on Route 23 South, for many years, the current owner has parked cars on non-

paved areas that is a direct violation of the Municipal Code.  The owner came in approximately 

three year ago with plans for renovation of the location.  Mr. Norman would like to know what is 

being done to alleviate this problem.  Mayor Alviene noted that the owner has received summons 

for violations, he also noted that the summons are currently being handled by the Municipal 

Court.  Mr. Oostdyk noted that once the summons are issued, the court has to make the 

determination as to what the punishment will be.  According to Mr. Norman, the owner had 

promised to pave the area in question.   
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Jamie Tacinelli, 42 High Street wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that she had an 

incident with a strong gas smell emanating from the area at the corner of Rodda and Ogden 

Terrace.  She noted that it took some time before anyone came to investigate this problem.  

Council President Verdonik informed Ms. Tacinelli to contact Public Service Electric, Gas 

(PSE&G) as this is an issue with PSE &G, and they will have someone respond within the hour.  

Mayor Alviene noted that PSE& G will address the issue, and should you not get a response 

within a reasonable period from them to contact Borough Hall at the main number.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know if Quick Chek has been in recently about 

putting up increasing the height of the berm to 11 feet.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the Borough 

Engineer Paul Darmofalski would be inspecting the project to determine if they have followed 

the plans.   

 

James McGrath, 24 Valley Road wanted to know if there is any update on the property located 

behind ETD Tires, 1511 Route 23, he is aware that it is private property.  A portion of the 

property is located in Kinnelon, as far as the removal of trees there are no requirements about the 

removal of trees in Butler.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik wanted to speak on exploring opening up the Museum parking lot 

for permitted parking to alleviate parking issues faced by Main Street apartment dwellers.  

Regarding finance, revenue and expenditures are tracking very well; however, with the milder 

and wetter summer this year the Water Department revenues are less than anticipated, however, 

water department revenues will be monitored.  Sewer and Electric revenues are trending well; 

anticipated revenues for those utilities are on track.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads the Morse Avenue construction is ongoing drainage has 

been installed, work on sidewalks and curbing is underway. The project is behind due to the 

recent weather, this may impede paving it all depends on the weather.  Pothole repair is ongoing; 

the Morris County project replacing the bridge on Main Street has been postponed until Spring 

2018.  Line striping of Main Street and Maple Lake Road was completed on October 19.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department statistics are as follows: 25 motor vehicle 

accidents, 124 summons issued, two driving while intoxicated arrests, 15 arrests for a variety of 

offenses.  The Halloween party sponsored by the Butler Fire Department was well attended; 

Mayor Alviene noted that the Firemen did a wonderful job, plenty of refreshments and candy for 

the attendees.  He wanted to thank the Firemen for doing this it is a wonderful event for the 

community.   
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Councilman Calvi reporting on the Board of Health activities eight retail food inspections were 

conducted all locations were satisfactory.  The Health department has not received any additional 

complaints regarding trash on Main Street.  Thirty-eight flu vaccines were administered; no 

increase in communicable diseases has been reported for this period.  There is a pending case of 

lead poisoning in the Borough.  Peter Tabbot our health officer received the Dennis J. Sullivan 

award that is a very prestigious award in the health department field.  Councilman Calvi noted 

that ordinances from other municipalities regarding massage parlors should be reviewed.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility assisted the Water Department with tree 

removal at the Water Plant on Cascade Way, this is a great example of interdepartmental 

cooperation, which results in substantial savings for the municipality.  A windstorm that 

occurred on October 30 caused system wide damage all repairs were completed and power was 

restored by days end.  Tree trimming was done on Kiel and Boonton Avenue.  Repairs, upgrades 

and new service where needed was addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent 

accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  

The next Butler Museum meeting is scheduled for evening of December 6, volunteers are always 

needed.  A new model of the Butler Station is on display, it is worth a visit.  Pathways was a 

success approximately 50 to 75 people attended during the two-day event.  Toys for Tots on 

December 2, the train is scheduled to arrive at the Butler Museum at 1:55 p.m. and will depart at 

2:25 p.m., if you have toys please bring them to the Museum as the United States Marine Corp 

will appreciate the donation.  The Museum will be closed on December 23 and December 30 in 

observance of the holiday weekends.    

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water Utility noted that he does not have a report as it is 

usually provided later in the month; he will provide his report at the December meeting.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2017 – $1,715,288.69   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2017 – $2,280,889.33 

 

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee report the Holiday Dinner is scheduled for this Saturday, 

November 11, 2017 beginning at 12:00 noon.  The Bus trips for the year have been completed 

and they were well attended.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-98 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-98 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2017-13 Amending Chapter 112 Electric Service, Section 112-3, Service Charge for at Door 

Payment  

Introduced: October 17, 2017 

Advertised: October 22, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only.  

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-99 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-100 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

* 2017-101 Transfer Resolution (Removed from the Agenda at the request of the 

Chief Financial Officer)  

* 2017-102 Bid Award – Authorizing a Contract with Coverall N.A. for Janitorial 

Services for Borough Buildings   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2018 Community Development Block Grant Application Potential Projects  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the submission date for the Grant application has been moved up 

from January to December 15, therefore, potential projects and the application have to be 

discussed at the Council Workshop Meeting in December.  At this time, he would like approval 

to get cost estimates for these projects, so he can provide all the information at the Workshop 

meeting.   

 

Appointment to the Library Board for an Unexpired Term – Nancy Moody 
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Appointment to the Economic Development Committee for an Unexpired Term – Jamie 

Tacinelli  

 

The Council concurred on Mayor Alviene’s appointments for the unexpired terms on the Library 

Board and the Economic Development Committee. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Leonard Okunak, 176 Main Street asked if it was possible that the Borough have a Police 

Appreciation night, Mr. Lampmann and Mayor Alviene noted that National Night Out is actually 

a night to celebrate the local Police department.  He also wanted to know what could be done to 

control the trash on Main Street in front of the Post Office; he suggested that the Trash be 

removed.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the Department of Public Works removes the trash on an 

almost daily basis. 

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor.   

 

A motion was made to go into Closed Session to discuss Pending or Anticipated Litigation – Tax 

Appeal Lakeland Bank.  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

A motion was made to return to Open Session  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: McNear        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:48 p.m. 
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Adopted: February 20, 2018  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: February 20, 2018     
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