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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

Paul Darmofalski, Borough Engineer and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Calvi 

Moved: McNear      Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street is here this evening on behalf of the Economic Development 

Committee as Chairperson she provided the Mayor and Council with the information on a 

prospective replacement for one of her members who has not attended meetings.   

 

James McGrath, 24 Valley Road is speaking on behalf of a handful of residents who have an 

issue with the placement of the fire hydrant adjacent to the Veteran’s Memorial at Butler High 

School.  Mr. Lampmann explained that a proposal was never received prior to the installation of 

the fire hydrant, additionally, a sketch was just recently provided.  Regarding the timing of the 

project, this grant was applied for in 2016 and discussion did take place with Butler High School 

regarding this project, as the project needed to be complete prior to school opening.  Mr. 

Lampmann noted that he spoke with Engineer who designed the project who explained that the 

placement was required to be past the last service, this location puts it three feet beyond that.  

The Borough asked the engineer regarding moving the fire hydrant to the other side of the street, 

per the engineer as this is a federally funded project (Community Development Block Grant 

funding) every federal rule must be followed as there was not enough room for the hydrant to be 

placed elsewhere.  After discussion the solution arrived at was, a pedestal was be erected to hold 

the locator book while concealing the fire hydrant.  Mr. McGrath thanked Mr. Lampmann for his 

explanation of the events.   
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Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water Utility hydrant flushing is currently ongoing.  Of 

the 346 fire hydrants, eight hydrants are out of service at this time.  On October 10, a contractor 

damaged water service on Morse Avenue; service was restored in approximately three hours.  

The new pressure control facility at the Water Treatment plant is finished and scheduled to go 

into service on October 18.  The Department of Public Works is currently conducting a trial of 

leak detection equipment that will pinpoint the location of underground leaks.  Sewer collection 

has had no problems; options are being explored for the Harold J. Mathews, Jr. pump station to 

eliminate issues with clogs.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility tree trimming continues on Fayson Lakes 

Road, and in various other areas.  Stock levels are adequate for the upcoming winter months.  

Transformers no longer usable were recycled for credit; poles were set and transferred where 

needed.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where needed was addressed, all meters were read 

and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were 

resolved in a timely manner.  All was quiet in Riverdale.  The Pathways to History event that 

Butler Museum was part of was a success approximately 50 to 75 people attended during the 

two-day event.  Toys for Tots is scheduled to come through on December 2, with the train 

arriving at the Butler Museum at 1:55 p.m. and departing at 2:25 p.m., if you have toys please 

bring them to the Museum as the United States Marine Corp will appreciate the donation.  Mayor 

Alviene wanted to thank the Museum Committee for their hard work as he attended the 

Pathways of History and found it very informative and enjoyable.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department statistics are as follows: 24 motor vehicle 

accidents, 16 were reportable with five injuries.  175 summons issued, two driving while 

intoxicated arrests, 29 arrests for a variety of offenses.  The Public Safety Committee met with 

the Butler Fire Department and discussed the potential purchase of a new ladder truck that will 

serve the needs of Butler.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads the Morse Avenue construction began on October 10, the 

focus at this time is on the drainage between Lowe’s and the entrance to Myrtle Avenue, there 

have been some problems with placement, once this is complete the focus will shift to curbing 

and sidewalk replacement. Affected residents were notified prior to the start date and asked to 

submit any requests regarding the sidewalk and curb replacement, the engineer met and reviewed 

the concerns of approximately twenty residents; all of their concerns were addressed.  Denville 

line striping will be working on Main Street on October 20.  Morris County will be replacing the 

bridge deck on the upper section of Main Street work is scheduled to begin on October 18, there 
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will be lane restrictions, currently the plan is to keep the roadway open with traffic going in both 

directions during the project, police will be on hand to provide traffic control.   

 

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance revenue and expenditures are tracking very well 

this year.  The Economic Development Committee is sponsoring the Taste of Tri Boro event it 

will be held on November 9, 2017 at the Veterans of Foreign War hall on Carey Avenue, Butler.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2017 – $302,745.67   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2017 – $1,759,389.59 

 

Ms. O’Keefe reported that the Do Not Knock list response has been great, Mayor Alviene 

explained the purpose of the list noting with the response the Borough is on the right track.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-90 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Councilman Calvi  

R 2017-90 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Confirmation of Sidewalk Assessments – Gifford Street 

R 2017-95 Resolution Confirming Sidewalk Assessments – Gifford Street 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this resolution and this resolution only. 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adopt R 2017-95: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Councilman Calvi  

R 2017-95 approved 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2017-13 Amending Chapter 112 Electric Service, Section 112-3, Service Charge for at Door 

Payment  

Public Hearing: November 6, 2017 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Councilman Calvi  

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-91 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-92 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Department  

* 2017-93 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department   

* 2017-94 Bid Award – Awarding the Bid for the Collection, Removal and Disposal of 

Garbage, Bulk Waste and Designated Recyclables  

* 2017-96 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation 

(New Jersey Public Power Association)   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Motion to open the meeting to the public: 

Moved Regis        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor.   

 

 

A motion was made to go into Closed Session to discuss Pending or Anticipated Litigation – 

Contract Negotiations.  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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A motion was made to return to Open Session  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:41 p.m. 

 

Adopted: December 19, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 19, 2017     
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