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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer, 

C. Woods, from the Office of the Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

July 18, 2017 Regular Council Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had questions regarding tree removal in the area behind ETD 

Tire, 1511 Route 23 South, is anyone aware of why the trees are being removed, have any 

permits been issued.  Mr. Lampmann noted that we are not aware of any permits nor is there any 

application before the Butler Planning Board.  Additionally, there is no permit requirement for 

tree removal in Butler.  No construction may be done without Planning Board approval. 

 

James McGrath, 24 Valley Road noted that the Verizon Node Installation resolution is on the 

agenda for approval this evening.  He wanted to know if there would be any restrictions on the 

number of nodes installed or their placement on Borough owned property would the Borough 

receive any revenue.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough could not charge as their 

location is in the public right of way, however, before the nodes are attached to Borough 

property the Borough Engineer will review the prospective sites to determine appropriate 

placement.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance accounts are trending well this year. The 

Economic Development Committee meeting will be held on Monday, August 21, there is one 

more concert in Butler Park on August 18, 2017, and it is a nice way to spend an evening.     

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads trees have been removed in preparation for the Morse 

Avenue project, basins have been rebuilt video inspection of the sewer lines is complete.  

Preparations are complete for the project that is currently out for rebid.  Basins on Belleview 

Avenue have been rebuilt; Decker Road will be repaved beginning on Thursday, August 17 with 

an expected completion date of Monday, August 21, 2017.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department statistics are as follows: 17 Motor 

Vehicle Accidents, 142 summons issued, no driving while intoxicated and 12 arrests were made 

for a variety of criminal offenses.  Councilman Regis noted scheduling conflicts have precluded 

scheduling a meeting with the Butler Fire Department to discuss fire trucks and various other 

equipment.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water Utility a water main break occurred on Belleview 

Avenue on Sunday, July 30 a vehicle was parked over the break, so the repairs were put on hold 

until the vehicle was moved.  The new pressure reducing facility is almost complete and should 

be operational by mid-September.  The Hasbrouck Avenue water main replacement project 

should begin around August 21, 2017; project goes from Bartholdi Avenue to Pearl Place. The 

Department of Public Works (DPW) will be notifying residents along with the school personnel 

of the construction schedule.  The DPW inspected and checked valves on Kakeout Road and 

Decker Road prior to the recent paving project.  A GPS device has been purchased which will 

help to locate valves and manholes more accurately to within a one-meter range.  The Sewer 

Utility Vactor Truck had a mechanical issue however, it is still under warranty, and the company 

supplied a loaner vehicle.  A meter was ordered to test our regular service trucks that will assist 

in the maintenance program.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility noting that there has only been a handful of 

weather related outages to date, capacitor banks on the main feeder lines have made a 

tremendous difference by taking the stress off the distribution equipment and conductors.  The 

bid for the new bucket truck was awarded to Altec Industries; Mr. Lampmann hosted the 

quarterly safety meeting for the Electric Utility staff.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where 

needed was addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, 

customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  The Butler Museum 

will participate along with the approximately 20 other Morris County Museums in the Pathways 

to History event is scheduled for October 7 and 8, 2017.  Volunteers are needed for the Butler 

Museum to assist in projects and the Saturday operation of the museum, those interested should 

attend the next meeting being on held on Wednesday, September 6 at 7:00 p.m.  All are invited 

to visit the museum on Saturdays, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; the Museum will be closed on 

Saturday 2, 2017.   
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Councilman Calvi reporting on the Board of Health noted that the Board of Health does not 

meeting in July the next meeting is scheduled for September 27, 2017.   

Tax Collectors Report – July 2017 – $517,334.01  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2017 – $2,247,435.79 

 

The Annual Senior Picnic was held on Wednesday, August 9, 2017 it was well attended, it went 

over very well, the weather was great.  Everyone had a good time.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-67 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-67 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Kinnelon Police Department Letter dated July 14, 2017 Regarding Assistance Provided for 

an Incident on June 30, 2017  

Chief John Schwartz wanted to thank Dispatcher Mark Warner and Sergeant Keith Soules for 

their assistance with this tragedy.  The compassion displayed by these individuals and the entire 

department was truly remarkable and should be commended.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2017-12 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Construction or Reconstruction of Sidewalks in 

and Along Morse Avenue, and Appropriating $120,000 Therefore and Directing a Special 

Assessment of the Cost Thereof and Authorizing the Issuance of $114,000 Bonds or Notes 

for Financing of the Same 

Introduced: July 18, 2017 

Advertised: July 21, 2017  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way are all the curbs and the sidewalks going to replaced, Mr. 

Lampmann explained that the curbing will be replaced where needed.   

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       AUGUST 15, 2017 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        4 

 

 

2017-68 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-69 Resolution Extending the Due Date for Third Quarter Tax Bills   

* 2017-70 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $4,626,750 Bond 

Anticipation Notes of the Borough of Butler 

* 2017-71 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Developers Agreement Between 

Quick Chek and the Borough of Butler 

* 2017-72 Resolution Granting Consent and Permission to Verizon Wireless to Locate 

and Operate Small Network Nodes in the Public Right of Way in the Borough of 

Butler 

* 2017-73 Resolution Urging the State Legislature to Extend the 2% Cap on Police 

and Fire Arbitration Awards  

* 2017-74 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

* 2017-75 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

* 2017-76 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department  

* 2017-77 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation 

(DARE) Grant 

* 2017-78 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation 

(DEDR) Grant 

* 2017-79 Resolution Renewing an Alcoholic Beverage License for the 2017-2018 

Term   

 

Councilman McNear had a question regarding Resolution No. 2017-70, he noticed that the bond 

anticipation notes include bonds going back to 2013, he asked for an explanation.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that Bond Anticipation notes are a form of temporary funding for a year, 

as opposed to bonds that may have a term of between 15 and 40 years.  Bond anticipation notes 

are a way to pay down the debt without the expense and longevity of bonds.  Mr. Kozimor 

explained that we do this yearly usually in September.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted clarification on whether or not a permit is needed for 

tree removal.  Mr. Lampmann reiterated that no permit is needed.   
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Chris Ziegler, 190 Boonton Avenue earlier this year another student committed suicide 

bringing the total to four children.  He asked that the Mayor and Council provide some assistance 

in the dealing with this issue.  He inquired if there is something that the Borough can do to help 

parents help their children, to address this very serious issue.  Mayor Alviene noted that both the 

State of New Jersey and Morris County have programs that can be of assistance.  Additionally, 

this is something that should be done through the Board of Education, as permission must be 

received from both the Board of Education and the parents of these students.  Mr. Woods 

explained that caution must be used when dealing with children, as there are privacy rules that 

must be followed.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Council approved approximately $11,000 

in funding this evening for various programs presented by the Board of Education. Mr. Kozimor 

explained that donations have been received for various programs that will be run through the 

school.  Mr. Ziegler feels that the programs should be geared towards the children not their 

parents.  Mayor Alviene also feels that the program should be broken up by age groups.  

Councilman Calvi will bring this to the Board of Health meeting to see what can be done.   

 

James McGrath, 24 Valley Road at the May 16, 2017 meeting Butler adopted the Morris 

County Stigma Free Community; he feels that the purpose of the program will address some of 

the issues that may occur to alleviate the problems that may lead to suicide.  Possibly more 

informal meetings could be held to help the children.     

 

Councilmember Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:38 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 19, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: September 19, 2017    
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