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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

June 20, 2017 Regular Council Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted that 103 Cascade Way is in bad shape needing property 

maintenance, along with several other homes near him, he wanted to know if our ordinances 

have been updated recently to deal with these issues.  Councilman Fox noted that the ordinances 

are constantly reviewed to keep them up to date, additionally, if the houses are still inhabited the 

Zoning Officer should be contacted.  Mr. Norman feels that the system does not seem to be 

working.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the difficulties occur when the house is in foreclosure 

or is already bank owned while they are required to register with the Borough, many times 

maintenance companies are changed and we do not receive notification of the new company.  

While our fines are at the maximum allowable, it is up to the Judge to set the fines.  Local 

Churches do assist in helping homeowners who may not be able to afford to have someone come 

in to do repairs.  Morris County will be introducing a new program to assist homeowners with 

repairs in the near future.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear reporting on Water and Sewer the Department of Public Works has 

completed the replacement of the hydrant on the corner of Kiel and Western Avenue, repair and 

replacement was done on the hydrant on Jericho Road.  Construction of the new Pressure Control 

Facility and Filtration Plant began on June 27, the project is moving along ahead of schedule.  

Bids for the replacement of the Hasbrouck Avenue Water Main were received on June 29, 2017, 

the bid award is on the agenda for this evening.  New equipment was installed at the Decker 

Road pressure reducing facility.  A water main break occurred on the area of Spring Street; with 

an interruption of service to twenty-seven customers, the repair took approximately 9 hours, a 

new valve was installed as part of the repairs.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility noting that they have adequate supplies to 

deal with any heat related issues this summer.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where needed 

was addressed in various locations.  Crews began upgrades at two businesses on Main Street, 

Butler.  Superintendent Ricker spoke at Richard Butler School detailing how the Electric Utility 

works and the equipment used.  Additionally, he informed everyone present that Butler Power 

and Light has the lowest rates in the State of New Jersey.  Regarding the Butler Museum 

Pathways to History will be held on October 7 and 8, 2017.  Twenty museums from all over 

Morris County are participating in this event.  The Museum will be closed on August 5 and 

September 2, 2017.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Board of Health noted that the anticipated effective date of 

the increase in allowable age for the sale of tobacco and electronic cigarettes to be January 1, 

2018.  The Board of Health is looking to update the ordinance on Massage Parlors they are still 

in discussion about this.  The State of New Jersey requirements for allowable lead in drinking 

water will be amended to decrease the allowable amounts; moneys will be available for local 

municipalities to enforce.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department statistics are as follows: 33 Motor 

Vehicle Accidents, 5 injuries, 6 drivers were issued summonses, 110 summons issued, 1 driving 

under the influence and 5 arrests.  Additionally, Sergeant Colleen Pascale retired effective June 

30, 2017.  The Butler Fire Committee has been unable to meet due to various scheduling 

conflicts.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads the Morse Avenue project the bid and the amounts 

received were way over expectations so the project will be rebid later after the Road committee 

inspects and revises the scope of the project.  Line striping will begin shortly, it will continue for 

approximately a month, so the project may be complete prior to the beginning of school.    

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance accounts are trending well this year, the Annual 

Audit report was received with no recommendations.  Recreation has several upcoming events a 

luau and adult night to be held at Stonybrook.  The Chess Club has begun check the recreation 

website for additional details.  Regarding the Economic Development Committee discussion was 
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held on the recent Taste of Butler, it was a great success and a nice event.  He went on to thank 

all those who participated; there will be another event in November.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – June 2017 – $209,792.20  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2017 – $1,517,451.80  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-61 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-61 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation for National Night Out – August 1, 2017  

Mayor Alviene explained that National Night Out is a great event, with the Community coming 

out to celebrate and the night.  Councilman McNear questioned if there would be a Council 

Workshop Meeting that night the scheduled meeting is canceled. 

 

Correspondence from Pastor Thomas Galban, Lead Pastor, Risen King Church regarding Permit 

Fees 

Recently discussions began regarding the renovations on the property at 19 West Belleview 

Avenue and the cost of permits.  The project when completed would result in a Church for young 

people from 12 to 18 years old, services will be held on Friday evenings, the building and 

property would house a basketball court, an academic center, a computer lab also a community 

food pantry at this location.  Councilman McNear asked what the total amount of the fees would 

be; Mayor Alviene asked if this is Church or private entity project; Councilman Meier asked if 

the project includes the house that is adjacent to this property.  Pastor Galban explained that it 

does not and he would like to purchase that property if the owner could be located.  Mr. 

Lampmann asked that the Borough Attorney be consulted.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that fees 

might be waived by ordinance for not for profit organizations doing work, but that would be a 

policy not on an ad hoc basis, having them come in one by one.  The danger in doing this on a 

one by one basis is how does someone figure out what is the more worthy project.  The question 

that needs to be answered is does the Borough want to adopt a policy waiving fees for non-

profits inclusive of churches and for example VFW’s, American Legion etc.  Mayor Alviene 

noted that while he is sympathetic to his plight this issue needs more research.  Mr. Lampmann 

asked if it could be specified that the organization must be based in Butler.  Mayor Alviene and 

Mr. Lampmann mentioned various methods that may be implemented to assist with the fees.  

The timeframe for the project is as follows: demolition will begin this coming Thursday, July 20, 

2017.  Regarding property maintenance violations they have been addressed. 

Township of Clark Resolution No. 17-100 Urging the State Legislature to Extend the 2% 

Cap on Police and Fire Arbitration Awards 

The Mayor and Council asked that a resolution be prepared for the August 15, 2017 Regular 

Council meeting.   
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Township of Clark Resolution NO. 17-110 Requesting that the Governor and the 

Legislature of New Jersey Pass Common Sense Affordable Housing Reform 

The resolution was read, however, no action to taken.  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2017-12 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Construction or Reconstruction of Sidewalks in 

and Along Morse Avenue, and Appropriating $120,000 Therefore and Directing a Special 

Assessment of the Cost Thereof and Authorizing the Issuance of $114,000 Bonds or Notes 

for Financing of the Same 

Public Hearing: August 15, 2017  

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-62 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-63 Bid Award – Awarding a Contract for the Hasbrouck Avenue Water Main 

Replacement Project   

* 2017-64 Bid Award – Awarding a Contract for a 50 Foot Insulating Hydraulic 

Articulating Overcenter Aerial Device  

* 2017-65 Certifying Review of the 2016 Audit  

* 2017-66 Resolution Authorizing the Release of a Performance Bond, Cash 

Guarantees and Remaining Inspection Escrow and Acceptance of a Maintenance 

bond for Quick Chek located at 1268 Route 23 North  

 

 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Letter from Robert Green notifying the Borough of his Retirement effective December 31, 2017.  

The Mayor and Council accepted his resignation after over 40 years of service to the Borough. 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       JULY 18, 2017 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        5 

 

 

Appointment of Louis Coiro to the Recreation Commission to an Unexpired Tern ending 

December 31, 2017. 

Ms. O’Keefe administered the Oath of Office; Mayor Alviene welcomed him to the Recreation 

Committee.  

 

Appointments of Allen Courtney and Harry “Tom” Lozier to the Senior Citizens Advisory 

Committee for Unexpired Terms ending December 31, 2017. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked what the scope of the project would be on Morse Avenue, 

would it be a total replacement or partial.  Mr. Lampmann explained that if someone has recently 

replaced their sidewalk they might not have to replace.  The Engineer will meet with the 

residents to discuss if their sidewalk can be kept.  Mr. Norman asked that a sewer cover is 

missing on Old Cascade Way; the Borough will inspect the area and replace or contact the 

appropriate utility if necessary. 

 

Councilmember Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:42 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 15, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 15, 2017     
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