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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

January 3, 2017 Reorganization and Council Workshop Meeting; January 17, 2017 Regular 

Council Meeting 

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain on January 17, 2017 meeting: McNear 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

George Stafford, 16 Kitchell Avenue, Wharton is present this evening representing the New 

Jersey Highlands Coalition, Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) 

and Keep it Green.  He presented the Mayor and Borough Council with two resolutions one 

addresses some of the issues New Jersey is facing with its water supply that have been uncovered 

as a result of the current drought situation.  A recently conducted study regarding the Water 

Supply Plan, has not been released, this resolution in support of clean water would ask the 

Governor and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to release the update 

immediately for the public to review and comment, with the intent to finalize, adopt and 

implement the plan.  The other resolution is asking the state to provide funding for Open Space 

that will allow replenishment of the underground aquifers statewide.  Mr. Stafford will forward 

the resolutions to the Clerk via email.    

 

Allan Courtney, 20 Grace Valley Road is present this evening to voice his concern as a poll 

worker noting he took offense to the recent allegations that between three and five million people 

may have voted illegally.  He stated that there is no way that this would have occurred at the 

Butler polling place as he and his fellow poll workers are well trained, any illegal voters would 

not be able to vote at the machines.  Mayor Alviene noted that in Butler, everything is done by 

the book and he appreciates all the hard work that the poll workers do for the voting public.   
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Sean Davidson, 16 Sanders Place wanted to check on the status of his request regarding the 

Pilgrim Pipeline and the status of the minutes of the February 7, 2017 Council Workshop 

meeting when he addressed the governing body regarding this issue.  Ms. O’Keefe explained that 

the minutes were not yet complete for that meeting and they should be on for approval at the 

March 21, 2017 meeting.  Additionally, regarding statements made by Mr. Stafford earlier in the 

meeting he feels that the while the location of the pipeline is not currently in Butler, it could 

affect other towns that may affect our supply and the real estate values.  

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the 2017 Budget process is ongoing, 

committees have met, the review is ongoing, however, the average increase in the last seven 

years has been $60.77, and the additional review is to bring it down to that amount if not lower.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that the winter has been uneventful as far as storms 

are concerned.  Pothole repair is ongoing, if someone sees a pothole please let the Borough know 

so repairs may be done.  Morse Avenue design is complete and is under review once complete 

we will get a project start date.  Road and street signage replacement is ongoing.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Butler Fire Department they have added two new members 

and in 2016, there were 170 general alarms.  2017 Budget meetings were held with the Police 

and Fire Department.  

 

Councilman Calvi regarding the Health department it has been relatively quiet, discussion took 

place regarding the Zika virus however, and currently it is not affecting New Jersey.  The Board 

of Health is currently supporting a resolution that calls for additional state funding for lead 

related activities for local health departments, as the state has lowered the threshold for 

acceptable lead levels but has not provided any additional funding to meet the enforcement 

requirements for the new levels.  Inspections were conducted on local food establishments, with 

most generally receiving a satisfactory, two establishments received a conditional rating were 

Panda World and Galaxy Diner, they will be reinspected.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Department a brand new pavilion was built by 

Borough employees, allowing electric supplies to be stored out of the elements.  In Kinnelon, 

upgrades and repairs were made where necessary.  In Butler, crews organized the supplies in the 

new pavilion.  LED lights were installed in the rear parking lot area of Borough Hall, upgrades, 

new service where needed along with maintenance of bypass switches at the substations.  In 

Bloomingdale poles were replaced where necessary, repair and or upgrades were completed.  In 

Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, 

delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely 
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manner.  Councilman Meier wanted to take a moment to thank the Tri-Boro First Aid especially 

Gayle Dunlap for giving her time to train all the employees of the Electric Department in Cardio 

Pulmonary Resuscitation and Automated External Defibrillator Training.  He wanted to pass his 

condolences onto the family of Clifford Guenter a sixty-nine year member of the Butler Fire 

Department.   He held a unique position in the Fire Department, as he was the last Fire Chief to 

be appointed by the Mayor and Council and the first Fire Chief to be elected by the Butler Fire 

Department.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water Department noted a change in the licensed 

operator from Keith Smith to Brian Pumo effective January 1, 2017.  In addition, construction of 

the new 16” water main from the reservoir to the pump station is complete.  Borough employees 

performed the work with an estimated savings of approximately 50% of the project costs.  The 

Manning Avenue water main construction began on January 9 and completed on January 17, 

with funds provided by a Community Development Block Grant.  As a reminder a drought 

warning remains in effect which may affect Spring hydrant flushing.  The Department of Public 

Works responded to three sanitary sewer backups in January, the effected sewer mains were 

thoroughly cleaned and will be monitored in the future on an accelerated schedule, a video 

inspection will be performed on one of the mains as it has occurred in the past.  Regarding the 

Economic Development Committee meeting held on February 20, 2017 the Concert in the Park 

series continues this year beginning in May on the second and fourth Fridays through August.  

Taste of Butler is scheduled for June 22, ticket price is $35.00, it has been expanded to include 

sixteen different businesses and the event will be outdoors in tents adjacent to the High Point 

Brewery.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – January 2017 – $1,727,850.97 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2017 – $1,751,894.43  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-22 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-22 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Jeff Ricker, Line Superintendent Butler Power and Light to Tri-Boro First Aid 

Squad thanking them for Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and Automated External 

Defibrillator (AED) Training   

Councilman Meier earlier spoke on the training received; Mr. Ricker thanked Gayle Dunlap for 

her hard work.   
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Resolution R 57-2017 of the Borough of Madison Expressing Madison’s Commitment to 

Equal, Respectful and Dignified Treatment of All People Regardless of Their Immigration 

Status and to Remain a Welcoming Community  

The Mayor and Borough Council asked that the resolution be forwarded to Chief Chimento for 

the Police Department’s stance on this at the recommendation of Mr. Oostdyk and added for 

discussion to the Council Workshop Agenda for March 7, 2017.  Mr. Lampmann agreed with 

getting the opinion of the Butler Police Department on this, as in reality local law enforcement is 

limited in its role regarding enforcement, as it is not a local issue.     

 

Letter from GSM Architects Regarding the Ago Residence, 50A Maple Lake Road, 

Kinnelon  

Mr. Lampmann provided a brief synopsis regarding the request before the Mayor and Council; 

this is a formal request for using a paper street as a means of ingress and egress.  Councilman 

Fox feels that the road should remain as a paper street, the owners may pave it but they will be 

responsible for any paving and or improvements that are done to the road.  Additionally, these 

conditions must be in writing and attached to the deed, in the past we have had properties that 

have special conditions supposed to be maintained by the property owner that have not been 

carried over with subsequent sales of the property.  The property location for the house is in 

Kinnelon but the location for the driveway is in Butler.   

 

Letter from Denville Mayor Thomas Andes regarding a Draft Rule regarding Ordinary 

Maintenance and Minor Work being considered by the Uniform Construction Code 

Advisory Board 

Mr. Oostdyk explained that he has heard discussion in other towns, regarding the homeowner 

doing the work as opposed to a contractor along with the cost of permits and the scheduling of 

inspections.  Mr. Lampmann explained that Butler had simplified the procedure years ago to 

avoid exorbitant permit fees and to make sure that homeowners procure permits.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

The Clerk noted the removal of Resolutions #2017-28 and 2017-29 from the Consent Agenda 

and being held for a later meeting.   

 

2017-23 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2017-24 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water Department   

* 2017-25 24 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department   

* 2017-26 Bid Award – 2017 Electric Distribution Tools and Supplies  

* 2017-27 Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Application for a Safe and 

Secure Communities Grant  

* 2017-28 Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Services Agreement Between the 

Borough of Butler and New Jersey Public Power Authority (Removed)  

* 2017-29 Resolution Authorizing an Inter Municipal Agreement for an Executive 

Director for the New Jersey Public Power Authority and the Public Power 

Association of New Jersey and the Borough of Butler (Removed) 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application of Robert J. Carola to become a member of the Butler Fire Department Kinney Hose 

and Gary Giardina Bartholdi Hose   

 

The Mayor and Council approved the applications, all signatures have been received, no 

objections were noted by the Mayor and Council.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to report that South Gifford Street is in pretty bad shape 

he recently hit a pothole that he felt was rather deep.  Councilman Fox noted that it is one of the 

streets being inspected as part of the 2017 paving projects.  Mr. Norman had a question regarding 

who purchases Narcan for use in the Borough.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the initial supply was 

donated, he is not aware that the replacement supply was paid for as he has not seen any invoices 

for it, he thinks it may have been donated or provided by Morris County.  Regarding the 

discussion earlier resolution from Madison about a welcoming community, he has some 

concerns regarding the adoption of this based on a case he recently heard of where an illegal 

alien was convicted and deported eight times, had been incarcerated eight times and he returned, 

he doesn’t believe the Mayor and Council would want that individual in Butler.   

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street wanted to request an additional speed limit sign be placed on the 

utility pole in front of her business, as people come off Hamburg Turnpike at a higher rate of 

speed than is permitted and this may alleviate the situation.   

 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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A motion was made to go into Closed Session to discuss Contract Negotiations.  

Moved” Verdonik       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

A motion was made to return to Open Session  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Regis         Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:47 p.m. 

 

Adopted: March 21, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 21, 2017     
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