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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

ABSENT: Councilman Sean McNear 

 

Motion to excuse absence of Councilman McNear 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Mayor Alviene suspended the regular order of business at this time to present Margaret “Peggy” 

Spranzani with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the Borough for her many years of service 

as the Chairperson of the Museum Committee overseeing the renovation and reopening of the 

Museum.  Peggy will remain on the Committee as corresponding Secretary.  Ms. Spranzani wanted 

to thank all those who have helped her over the years and offered her congratulations to the new 

leadership.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 6, 2016 Council Workshop Meeting and December 20, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way recently read an article regarding Police misuse of funds.  He 

questioned as to whether or not this occurs in our municipality.  He noted that funds and or property 

might be taken from people as part of a forfeiture.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Morris County 

Prosecutor would make that determination, there are requirements that must be met prior to any 

forfeiture, and any funds that are taken in must be accounted for.  Mr. Norman asked that Bartholdi 

Avenue from Route 23 to the Bartholdi Avenue Firehouse be repaved this year as he feels it is in bad 

shape.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 
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Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Meier the goals for the Utility remain the same, providing efficient service and keeping 

costs low.  Tree trimming remains a priority, as this reduces line loss, while providing the Borough 

with recycling credits.  Tree trimming continues in Kinnelon, upgrades and repairs were performed 

where needed.  Councilman Meier read a thank you letter to the Utility from a Kinnelon resident.  In 

Butler repair and upgrade, work was completed where necessary.  In Bloomingdale, crews removed 

two trees that were threatening a main feeder line.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for 

the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints 

and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.   

 

Councilman Calvi did not have a report having just joined the Borough Council.   

 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the 2017 Budget process is ongoing, committee 

meetings are scheduled, accounts are being closed out for 2016 and the 2016 Audit has begun.  Water 

and Wastewater installation of the water main on Manning Avenue is complete; testing is currently 

underway and is progressing nicely.  The Economic Development Committee met on January 16, 

2017 and discussed having two Taste of Butler events this year, one in the Spring and one in the Fall, 

the event last year was very successful. Concerts in the Park will continue this year.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, the budget process is ongoing, once it is funding is determined 

a list will be put together, sometime in either March or April.  Pothole repair is ongoing, gas line 

replacement on Decker Road is complete down to the Railroad tracks, remaining work includes 

service to approximately 50 customers along with completing work under the railroad tracks.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police there were 25 motor vehicle accidents, 13 were 

reportable, 58 summons issued, two Driving While Intoxicated arrests, there were 22 arrests, Bail 

reform training is ongoing for the Police personnel.  The Fire Department should be ordering ten 

more sets of gear shortly they are awaiting measurements on one last individual.  They are using 

funds from the 2016 reserve money that came from careful spending.  Inspection of all fire 

department gear is ongoing; this will determine needed supplies for the 2017 budget cycle.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – December 2016 – $430,546.38 

Tax Collectors Report 2016 - $27,400,946.32   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2016 – $1,735,446.58  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-17 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

R 2017-17 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Correspondence from the Morris County Freeholder Budget Subcommittee regarding the 2017 

Morris County Budget 

The Council will let Ms. O’Keefe if they will be attending.   

 

Correspondence from Reuben Kline, Gran Fondo Bicycling Event requesting the use of 

Borough Roads for their event on June 4, 2017 

Mr. Lampmann noted that this event has been held in Butler previously and has gone smoothly, the 

ride begins and ends at the Ramstein Brewery, 10 Park Place; Police Officers that are on duty are 

used as the road closure lasts approximately 10 minutes.   

The Mayor and Council approved the event.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2017-1 An Ordinance of the Borough of Butler Establishing a Salary Range for Municipal 

Employees  

Introduced: January 3, 2017  

Advertised: January 6, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox        Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-18 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

* 2017-19 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mayor Alviene appointment of Councilman Calvi to the Butler Municipal Alliance Committee 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       JANUARY 17, 2017 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        4 

 

 

Mayor Alviene appointments of Council President Verdonik as liaison member and Council 

Calvi as alternate liaison member to the Butler Board of Education  

The Council concurred on the Mayor’s appointments.   

 

2017 Proposed Budget Meetings 

Mr. Lampmann received a call from Councilman McNear that he is unable to attend the meeting 

scheduled for January 31, so the meeting will be moved to February 1, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., Roads will 

be done after Public Safety.  Mr. Lampmann will make the changes and email the updated list.  Mr. 

Lampmann reviewed all the dates and times for the meetings.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Peggy Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue wanted to recognize the members of the Butler Museum 

present this evening: Ken Montanye, MaryAnn Holdsworth, Sherry Bednarz-Mosier, Isabelle 

Rimmer and Cindy Sokoloff. She also noted that the Museum has dedicated volunteers while not 

committee members they are always present Vicky Peine and Peggy Ensley and she wanted to thank 

her husband who has shown great patience with all the time she has dedicated to the Museum.  She 

feels that this will be and exciting year with all the new officers.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: February 21, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: February 21, 2017     
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