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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Stephen Regis  

Moved: Vath       Second: Meier  

All in favor.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 16, 2016 Regular Council Meeting and September 6, 2016 Council Workshop Meetings  

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way is here this evening to let the Mayor and Council that the 

problem of vehicles making illegal left turns at the intersection of Kiel Avenue and Route 23, 

still exists.  Mr. Norman believes it may be occurring because it is the morning rush hour.  He 

also wanted to know if the Borough has received any further information regarding the paving of 

Boonton Avenue by Morris County.  Mayor Alviene noted that the signage on Route 23 and Kiel 

Avenue is in place regarding no left turns; however, we cannot dedicate a police officer to 

remain at this location 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  When the police observe illegal left 

turners they will enforce the law, but they are not on site all the time, additionally, we have 

recently been short staffed in our Police department, at this time we are back to full staffing he 

will ask the Chief to patrol this area more.  Mr. Lampmann answered in regard to Boonton 

Avenue paving that with the Transportation Trust Fund issues there was a need for Morris 

County to obtain outside funding for this and other repaving jobs, however the job is on schedule 

for this year as was verified by two freeholders on Sunday.   

 

Debbie Sammon, 80 Summit Avenue is here this evening regarding last night’s power outage, 

she called the number listed on Channel 77 and did not get an answer, and she then called the 

non-emergency number for the Butler Police, which had a prerecorded message.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that when the power outage occurred, the Verizon building on Whitteck Street houses 
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their battery backup, the backup batteries failed, taking out a portion of the phone lines in Butler.  

Verizon is at this point trying to determine the cause of the backup failure.  Ms. Sammon had a 

second question regarding a mailing she received regarding maintenance of the sewer lines 

between the house and street.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he is aware of this company and 

the wording in the letters makes consumers believe that a problem was identified with the sewer 

lines and they need this insurance, but that is not the case.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reiterated that the Board of Health department does not meet during July 

and August; the next meeting is September 28, 2016.  As a member of the Economic 

Development Committee (“EDC”), he wanted to remind those present about the upcoming 

“Taste of Butler” fundraiser that will be held at the High Point Brewery from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 

p.m., on November 4, 2016.  This event will benefit the Butler Library and the EDC.  

Additionally, the last concert of the year sponsored by the EDC is on Friday, September 23 at 

Butler Park, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light noted they again assisted on National 

Night Out, with a new truck on display.  Equipment failures were minimal this summer due to 

excessive heat.  Installation of new service and upgrades to existing service were completed and 

installed in Kinnelon and Bloomingdale.  Poles were replaced where needed; tree trimming 

continued; repairs were done where necessary.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for 

the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer 

complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  The Butler Museum will again be 

participating in the Pathways of History program on October 8 and 9; this is a Countywide event.  

On October 8, the Butler Fire Department will be giving a talk on the history of the mill fire that 

occurred on February 26, 1957; a DVD of the fire will be shown.  

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water, plans have been submitted to Morris County for the 

water main replacement on Manning Avenue, under a Community Development Block Grant 

application.  Hydrant flushing is scheduled check the Borough website for further details.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads 2016 paving is complete the following roads were paved: 

Brook Street, Poplar Street, Valley Road, Belleview and Beech Street.  Gifford Street is 

complete there may be some minor items left to be done.  The roads were paved with pure 

asphalt rather than asphalt containing recycled materials, the Borough would like to see if the 

paving lasts longer.  Councilman Fox noted that the ceremony and monument dedication on 

September 11 was very moving. 
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Mayor Alviene agreed with Councilman Fox that the ceremony was a heartwarming ceremony; 

all the participants were attentive and orderly.  The monument is outstanding, there was a lot of 

hard work involved, and he thanked Jim Lampmann for his tireless efforts in this.  Regarding the 

#93 on the plaque that is in honor of flight #93 that crashed in Pennsylvania when the passengers 

took over the plane and crashed it rather than have it reach its intended target.   

 

Council President Vath regarding the 2016 budget spending and funding is on track.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – August 2016 – $4,872,348.13  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2016 – $2,533,779.93  

 

Motion to accept all reports: 

Moved: Vath       Second: Meier 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-89 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2016-89 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution No. 40, Regarding Banning the 

Sale of Cats and Dogs from Large Scale Commercial Breeding Facilities  
The Mayor and Council asked that a resolution be prepared for the next meeting.  

 

Request to Decorate Butler Park for the annual “Pink Out” by the Butler High School 

DECA Chapter  

Permission was granted Ms. O’Keefe to notify the DECA advisor.   

 

Proclamation from Chatham Township Declaring September as American Foundation for 

Suicide Prevention Month  

A proclamation will be prepared for the October 4, meeting.   

 

Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution No. 49 in Support of Law 

Enforcement and Condemning the Call for Violence Against Law Enforcement Officers  

A resolution is prepared and will be added to the Agenda for this evening.   

 

Request from Tri-Boro Animal Welfare to Use Butler Park on Sunday, October 23, 2016 

for their Annual Rummage Sale  

Chief Chimento approved this request.  Permission granted Ms. O’Keefe to notify Tri-Boro.   
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-18 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of an Inter-Municipal Agreement 

Establishing the New Jersey Public Power Authority, A Municipal Shared Service  

Introduced: August 1, 2016 

Advertised: August 7, 2016  

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the public hearing on this ordinance must remain open until either 

a decision is received from the Local Finance Board or 65 days have passed with no action by 

the Local Finance Board.   

 

The Public hearing is carried until the October 18, 2016 meeting.  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-90 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

* 2016-91 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office 

* 2016-92 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

* 2016-93 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department  

* 2016-94 Resolution In Support of A 3686 Ralph and David’s Law 

* 2016-95 2017 Municipal Alliance Funding 

 

2016-96 Resolution in Support of Law Enforcement and Condemning the Call for Violence 

Against Law Enforcement 

Motion: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None  
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked if the Borough has completed paving for 2016, as he is 

aware of a road that is in need of paving.  Cascade Way at the corner of the small street (name 

not given) is down to dirt there is no asphalt left.  Additionally, he feels that Outlook Street needs 

to be inspected, as it needs some repairs.  Mr. Lampmann will inspect the area and have the 

Department of Public Works do temporary repairs if needed.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into closed session for discussion of pending or anticipated litigation – Tax Appeal 

1250, Route 23 LLC vs. Borough of Butler: 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to Return to Open Session by: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:33 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 18, 2016  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 18, 2016    
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