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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

May 17 and June 21, 2016 Regular Council Meeting and June 6 and July 5, 2016 Council 

Workshop Meetings  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear*, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman McNear abstained on May 17 and June 21 Regular Council Meetings, as he was 

absent. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked if the Mayor and Council were satisfied with the job that 

the Zoning Officer is doing.  He noted that he had driven around the Borough and found some 

properties that are in a state of disrepair.  Mayor Alviene noted that he has been very diligent; 

additionally recent updates to the Borough code have strengthened his enforcement capabilities.  

Mr. Lampmann asked that Mr. Norman provide him the addresses so he may notify the Zoning 

Officer.  Additionally, Mr. Lampmann explained the procedure followed, from start to finish, 

regardless of whether or not the home is owner occupied they are still responsible for 

maintenance and upkeep.  Mayor Alviene and Mr. Lampmann noted that each situation is 

different and there may be extenuating circumstances.  Mr. Norman wanted to know if the vacant 

piece of property, adjacent to Hempstead Field could be used as a community garden.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that the property was previously the old town dump nor does it have direct 

access and the terrain is steep, wet and mucky.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear he explained that the Board of Health does not meet during July and 

August, however, on August 3 there is a blood pressure screening from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.; 

please contact the Board of Health for further information.  The Economic Development 

Committee will be sponsoring a “Taste of Butler” fundraiser that will be held at the High Point 

Brewery from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., on November 4, 2016.  Local restaurants were invited; 

the brewery will be providing a tasting of wine and beer.  Mr. Lampmann noted he has not 

received permission from Passaic County to allow Butler to post signs directing to the downtown 

business district.  Additionally, he has spoken with Luis Rodriguez, Director of Butler Library 

regarding programs for various months, such as Veteran’s month with activities and movies.  In 

speaking with a representative of the  Morris County Economic Development Corporation, 

Robert Whitehouse, Jr., he presented an interesting idea regarding conducting a survey to 

increase business in Butler.  One of the issues faced by the Butler EDC is limited business 

engagement.   

 

Councilman Meier Reporting on the Electric Utility with the heat upon us the utility is ready for 

any challenges that may occur.   There are two new employees, who are in their probationary 

period and will be evaluated in the field.  In Kinnelon tree trimming, tree removal, updates and 

repairs where needed were completed.  In Bloomingdale new equipment was installed, upgrades 

where necessary along with tree trimming.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet, all 

meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water and Wastewater noted that there was a water main 

break on Hamburg Turnpike in West Milford repairs are complete.  Modernization of the system 

at the Water Plant continues, upgrades have been added to the Scada system, which will 

centralize readings.    

 

Councilman Regis the Police department activity for June consisted of 22 motor vehicle 

accidents, 160 summons issued, no driving while intoxicated incidents and 20 arrests. The Butler 

Fire Department had seven general alarms, one department drill at the Senior Complex, training 

took place on four dates and a Chief and Officer’s meeting was held.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads noted the roads scheduled for paving this year are Gifford 

Street, Brook Street, Poplar Street, Valley Road, Belleview and Tintle Road are out to bid.  The 

bid opening is scheduled for July 28 at 10:00 a.m. currently seven contractors have taken out 

plans for bidding; the bid will be awarded on August 1, 2016.  Morse Avenue plans for 

reconstruction have not been finalized.  Line painting throughout the Borough has begun prior to 

the beginning of the new school year.  The 9/11 Memorial beam will be delivered to RS Phillips, 

so the bottom may be squared off and a plate for it to be mounted will be added, work is ongoing 

at the site, excavation and electrical wiring will be completed shortly.  Mr. Lampmann explained 

that the Morse Avenue project is on hold due to the State of New Jersey putting a hold on the 

Transportation Trust Fund disbursements.   
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Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that things are quiet expenditures are 

tracking well.  He noted that there are three resolutions on the Agenda this evening to accept 

grants and the resolution certifying the 2015 Audit.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – June 2016 – $427,511.98  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2016 – $1,575,151.65  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-68 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-68 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-69 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2016-70 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2016-71 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Utility 

 

* 2016-72 Resolution Extending Due Date for Third Quarter Tax Bills    
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* 2016-73 Resolution Adopting Updated Personnel Policies and Procedures   

 

* 2016-74 Resolution Requesting Approval of Certain Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation (DARE Grant)  

 

* 2016-75 Resolution Requesting Approval of Certain Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation (DEDR Grant) 

 

* 2016-76 Resolution Requesting Approval of Certain Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation (Donation to the Municipal Alliance Committee)  

 

* 2016-78 Bid Award – Resolution awarding a Bid for the Purchase of a 50’ Insulating 

Hydraulic Articulation Overcenter Aerial Device for the Electric Utility 

 

* 2016-79 Resolution Providing for Summary Proceedings In Rem of One Tax Sale 

Certificate as Listed in the Tax Foreclosure List  

 

2016-77 Resolution Authorizing Certification of 2015 Audit   

Councilman Fox noted that the 2015 Audit had no recommendations by the Auditor that means 

that all departments are following all the procedures correctly.  Mayor Alviene stated this is a 

great audit. 

 

Moved: Vath       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Applications from Power Home Remodeling for Canvasser, Peddlers and Solicitors Licenses for 

two employees.  In December 2014, a hearing was held regarding Power Home Remodeling and 

their sales practices as two complaints were received from residents, the second incident 

involved the Butler Police being contacted, as the resident was frightened.  After discussion, the 

Mayor and Council do not feel comfortable issuing licenses to the company.   

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to bring a suggestion from a resident regarding showing support for the 

Butler Police and all Police; the suggestion was that the balcony at the Butler Police Station be 

washed with blue lights, or some symbol showing support for all Police and Law Enforcement.  

The Mayor and Council concurred, Councilman McNear noted that a new policy is being 

established where an officer will assist another officer when making a vehicle stop to ensure 

safety.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way regarding support for the Police he recently received a bumper 

sticker that stated Police Lives Matter, which may be something to consider.  When will the road 

repair be done on Boonton Avenue?  Mr. Lampmann explained that the work is scheduled for 

September of this year.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

Adopted: August 16, 2016  

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 16, 2016   
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2016-72 

 

RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE DATE 

THIRD QUARTER TAX BILLS ARE DUE 
 

 WHEREAS, the year 2016 tax rate for the Borough of Butler will not be certified by 

Morris County until approximately July 15, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler will have a delay in the sending of their tax bills due 

to the delay in certification; and  

 

WHEREAS, the tax bills for the Final 2016/Preliminary 2017 will not be mailed until 

after receipt of the certified tax rate; and 

 

WHEREAS, the third quarter bill is normally due on August 1st with a 10 day grace 

period;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council extend the due 

date including the 10 day grace period for the payment of third quarter 2016 taxes to August 12, 

2016.  

 

 

Adopted: 

            

       
      _____________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: July 19, 2016 
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