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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman 

Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to Excuse the absence of Councilman McNear  

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 19, 2016 Regular Council Meeting and April 5 and May 3, 2016 Council Workshop Meetings  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that things are quiet expenditures are tracking well.  

He reminded the Mayor and Councilmembers that the 2015 Borough Audit was included in their packets 

and will be discussed at the July 19, 2016 Council meeting. 

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads noted that there is a bond ordinance on the agenda for introduction 

for sidewalks on Gifford Street; this begins the process for starting the paving and reconstruction of the 

roadway.  Street signs have been replaced to conform to federal guidelines regarding size of lettering and 

reflectivity.  Line painting throughout the Borough has begun prior to the beginning of the new school 

year.   

 

Councilman Regis noted that the fire department has found a new company to provide bunker gear at a 

substantial savings.  The Police department had a busy month in May with 24 motor vehicle accidents, 

150 summons issued, two driving while intoxicated incidents and 34 arrests, along with normal training.   
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Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water and Wastewater noted that the Borough has approximately 

300 fire hydrants, of that number 30 will need repair of some type this year, depending on the age of the 

hydrant it will either be repaired or replaced.  There were two water main breaks that occurred on June 

16, one on Route 23 in West Milford, a temporary repair was done, however, the main itself will be 

retired when the State closes the highway.  The other water main break was on West Belleview Avenue 

and a full repair was completed.  Regarding the Economic Development Committee the first concert was 

held on June 10, it was a success, and June 24 is the next concert.   

 

Councilman Meier Reporting on the Electric Utility the Electric Department took delivery of a new 

bucket truck in replacement of a 13-year-old vehicle.  A new pole rack was constructed for storage.  

Maintenance inspections, equipment replacement or updates where needed is complete.  Mandatory lock 

and tag training is complete.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet, all meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent accounts addressed.  Additionally, Councilman Meier and Peggy Spranzani picked 

up a bronze plaque from the Morris County Freeholders commemorating the rededication of the Butler 

Museum.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that it was nice that the Morris County Freeholders acknowledged the rededication 

of the Butler Museum; he also wanted to thank the members of the committee again for all their hard 

work. Additionally, Butler Day went well; everyone seemed to have a good time.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – May 2016 – $4,065,467.12  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – May 2016 – $1,826,557.18  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-58 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear  

R 2016-58 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution 2016-123 of the Township of Pequannock Supporting A-526/S-2107 to Clarify Volunteer 

Positions Do Not Impact Retirement Benefits for Public Employees  
Discussion ensued and the Mayor and Council are in support of this legislation and asked that the 

resolution be added to tonight’s Agenda.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-14 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 101 and Chapter 182 of the Revised General Ordinances 

of the Borough of Butler and Amending Fees Charged for Certain Permits 

Introduced: May 17, 2016 

Advertised: May 22, 2016 
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Mayor Alviene explained that this ordinance would clean up loose ends and adjust the fee schedules 

accordingly.   

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the 

meeting and move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox      Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2016-15 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 180 (Property Maintenance) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler 

Introduced: May 17, 2016 

Advertised: May 22, 2016 

 

Mayor Alviene explained that this reemphasizes the importance of property maintenance and what steps 

to be taken to address any problems that may arise.  Councilman Fox noted that this would also address 

the vacant storefronts downtown, requiring that the windows be covered to make it uniform and 

attractive.   

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way does this cover properties being leased, if so would the tenant be 

responsible.  Mayor Alviene and Mr. Lampmann explained that it would be the owners’ responsibility.  

Mr. Oostdyk explained that if the owner cannot be contacted then the tenant would be responsible to 

correct the issues.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of 

the meeting and move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox      Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2016-16 An Ordinance Amending the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler to 

Establish Standards for the Registration and Maintenance of Vacant and Abandoned Residential 

Properties in Foreclosure by Creditors 

Introduced: May 17, 2016 

Advertised: May 22, 2016 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that it requires registration so the Borough knows who is responsible for 

maintaining properties that are in foreclosure.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the 

meeting and move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox      Second: Vath 
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Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2016-17 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Construction or Reconstruction of Sidewalks in and 

Along Gifford Street, Appropriating $60,000 Therefor and Directing a Special Assessment and 

Authorizing Issuance of $57,100 Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Financing the Same   

Public Hearing: July 5, 2016 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-59 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2016-60 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

 

* 2016-61 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Utility 

 

* 2016-62 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department   

 

* 2016-63 Alcoholic Beverage License Renewals for the 2016-2017 Licensing Term  

 

* 2016-64 Resolution Authorizing Amendment of Capital Budget (Gifford Street) 

 

2016-65 Resolution of the Borough Council Supporting A-536/S-2107 to Clarify Volunteer Positions 

Do Not Impact Retirement Benefits for Public Employees  

Moved: Fox      Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: McNear  

Voted Nay: None 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Appointment of Carolyn Mynett to the Butler Museum Committee for an Unexpired Term ending 

December 31, 2016. 

Mayor Alviene and the Borough Council approved the appointment and the oath was administered to Ms. 

Mynett. The Mayor and Borough Council congratulated Ms. Mynett on her appointment.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:23 p.m. 

 

Adopted: July 19, 2016 

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: July 19, 2016  
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ORDINANCE #2016-17 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF 

SIDEWALKS IN AND ALONG GIFFORD STREET IN AND 

BY THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $60,000 

THEREFOR, DIRECTING A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT OF 

THE COST THEREOF, AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $57,100 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

BOROUGH FOR FINANCING THE SAME. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF BUTLER, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The improvement described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is 

hereby authorized as a local improvement to be made or acquired by The Borough of Butler, New 

Jersey.  For the said improvement or purpose stated in said Section 3, there is hereby appropriated 

the sum of $60,000, said sum being inclusive of all appropriations heretofore made therefor and 

including the sum of $2,900 as the down payment for said improvement or purpose required by 

law and now available therefor by virtue of provision in a previously adopted budget or budgets 

of the Borough for down payment or for capital improvement purposes. 

Section 2. For the financing of said improvement or purpose and to meet the 

part of said $60,000 appropriation not provided for by application hereunder of said down 

payment, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal 

amount of $57,100 pursuant to the Local Bond Law of New Jersey. In anticipation of the issuance 

of said bonds and to temporarily finance said improvement or purpose, negotiable notes of the 
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Borough in a principal amount not exceeding $57,100 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant 

to and within the limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 

Section 3. (a)  The improvement hereby authorized and purpose for the 

financing of which said obligations are to be issued is the improvement of Gifford Street in and by 

the Borough, by the construction or reconstruction therein of sidewalks adjacent to those lands 

designated on the official tax map of the Borough as Lots 1 to 9, inclusive, and 15 in Block 41 and 

Lots 7 to 14, inclusive, and Lot 16 in Block 42, including all equipment, site work, work and 

materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans 

and specifications therefor on file or to be filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and hereby 

approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for said 

purpose is $57,100. 

(c) The estimated cost of said purpose is $60,000, the excess thereof over the 

said estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued therefor being the amount of the 

said $2,900 down payment for said purpose. 

Section 4. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, 

recited and stated: 

(a) The said purpose described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is not a 

current expense and is a property or improvement which the Borough may lawfully acquire or 

make as a local improvement. 
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(b) The period of usefulness of said purpose within the limitations of said Local 

Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the said bonds 

authorized by this bond ordinance, is ten (10) years. 

(c) The supplemental debt statement required by said Local Bond Law has been 

duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 

has been filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the 

Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey, and such statement shows that the 

gross debt of the Borough as defined in said Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of 

the bonds and notes provided for in this bond ordinance by $57,100, and the said obligations 

authorized by this bond ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond 

Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $5,000 for interest on said obligations, 

costs of issuing said obligations and other items of expense listed in and permitted under section 

40A:2-20 of said Local Bond Law may be included as part of the cost of said improvement and is 

included in the foregoing estimate thereof. 

(e) Nothing will be contributed by the Borough at large to payment of the cost 

of said improvement or purpose, and the estimated maximum amount of the special assessments 

to be levied on property specially benefitted by said improvement is $60,000, and the number of 

annual installments in which all such special assessments may be paid is ten (10). 

Section 5. The cost of said local improvement shall be paid by special 

assessments which shall be levied in accordance with law on property specially benefited thereby, 

as nearly as may be in proportion to and not in excess of the peculiar benefit, advantage or increase 

in value which the respective lots and parcels of real estate shall be deemed to receive by reason 
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of said local improvement.  The owner of any land upon which any such assessment shall have 

been made may pay such assessment in the number of equal annual installments hereinabove 

determined, all as may be provided in accordance with law and with legal interest on the unpaid 

balance of the assessment. 

Section 6. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such 

times as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer, provided that no note shall mature later 

than one year from its date.  The notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form 

as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine 

all matters in connection with the notes issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the Chief 

Financial Officer’s signature upon the notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such 

determinations.  All notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. §40A:2-8.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or 

all of the notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers 

thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the 

dates of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the 

governing body of the Borough at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery 

of the notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the principal 

amount, interest rate and maturities of the notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the 

purchaser. 

Section 7. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the 

punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the said obligations authorized by this bond 

ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough 
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shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for 

the payment of said obligations and interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

Section 8. The capital budget or temporary capital budget of the Borough is 

hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency 

herewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the 

amended capital budget or temporary capital budget and capital program as approved by the 

Director, Division of Local Government Services, are on file with the Borough Clerk and are 

available for public inspection. 

Section 9. This bond ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after the first 

publication thereof after final adoption, as provided by said Local Bond Law. 

        Introduced this 21st day of 

        June, 2016. 

 

 

         
        ______________________________

        Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-59 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PASSAGE OF A CONSENT AGENDA  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler has reviewed the Consent Agenda 

consisting of various proposed Resolutions and/or Motions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, should any of the members of the Council request an item may be removed from the 

Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Resolutions and/or Motions on the 

Consent Agenda are hereby approved: 

 

1. 2016-60 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office   

2. 2016-61 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

3. 2016-62 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department 

4. 2016-63 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of 2016-2017 Alcoholic Beverage License 

Renewals    

5. 2016-64 Resolution Amending Capital Budget (Gifford Street) 

 

Approved: June 21, 2016 

 

             

          
       _______________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
____________________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: June 21, 2016 
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