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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

January 19, 2016 Regular Council Meeting and February 2, 2016 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: McNear 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear noted that the Board of Health is prepping for the 2016 calendar of events.  

In December 2015, two educational sessions that took place as well as one influenza vaccination.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that the annual inventory has been 

conducted, as required.  In Kinnelon, repairs were completed where necessary, including a 

temporary bracing of a Verizon pole to restore power in the area.  Installation of LED lighting 

continues in Butler, upgrades and repairs were completed; installation of new service for the 

Quick Chek on Route 23 North is complete.  A pole was replaced on January 26, during the 

blizzard as it was sheared in half, due to a motor vehicle accident.  A pole in Bloomingdale 

required bracing until a replacement could be installed, and the damages were the result of a 

motor vehicle accident.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet, all meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik Water has been relatively quiet this past month, budget meetings have 

been held, currently a long term capital plan is being prepared for the Water plant, more 

information will be provided at the March meeting.     
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Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that the last committee and department 

budget meeting is scheduled for February 18.  After conclusion of the budget meetings, a finance 

meeting with the target date for introduction of the budget March 1.   

 

Councilman Fox noted that Roads are quiet with the onset of winter, however, he wanted to 

thank the Borough workers for the wonderful job done with snow removal on January 26 and 

again on February 15, after both winter events the roads were great.  A gas leak was addressed 

on Decker Road by PSE & G, however the road was patched in three spots and two have begun 

to deteriorate.  He will monitor the patches and contact Jim Lampmann if additional repairs are 

needed.  Once the budget is complete, funding for road repair will be determined.    

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department noted that there were seventeen general 

alarms, two silent alarms, one department drill and the fire department graciously prepared meals 

for the workers during the January 26 blizzard.  The Police Department for the month of January 

responded to sixteen motor vehicle accidents, three hundred summons were issued, two driving 

while intoxicated arrests and twenty-seven arrests for various violations.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to report that Morris County Road Department is talking about the 

possibility of Boonton Avenue being repaved in the spring.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – January 2016 – $1,370,788.01  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2016 – $1,344,712.38  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-24 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-24 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2016-2 Ordinance Authorizing the Gifford Street Water Main Replacement  

Public Hearing: March 15, 2016 

Moved: Fox      Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-1 Amending Chapter 143, Land Development Ordinance   

Introduced: January 19, 2016 

Advertised: February 7, 2016 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this Ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-25 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2016-26 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2016-27 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

* 2016-28 Renewal of Lease Agreement for the Rental of Office Space by Pequannock 

River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 2016-2018  

 

* 2016-29 Bid Award – Electric Distribution Supplies    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Closed Session Litigation and Potential Litigation – Tax Appeal Fill Block 4, Lot 1.08 v. 

Borough of Butler  

Motion to go into Closed Session: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to Return to Open Session: 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

 

Mr. Lampmann requested members of the negotiation committee for Blue Collar Workers and 

Police Department contracts.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m.  

 

 

 

Adopted: March 15, 2016 

          
  

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 15, 2016  
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