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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier,  

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse Councilman McNear absence: 

Moved: Meier        Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 15, 2015 Regular Council Meeting and January 5, 2016 Reorganization and Council 

Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way is inquiring about the status of McDonald’s signage and traffic.  

He also had questions regarding the parking situation at Butler Arms and the use of one of the 

unpaved areas near Stony Brook.  Mr. Norman wanted to thank Mr. Lampmann for sending the 

Electric Utility within 30 minutes for repair, however, regarding the new lights he asked if there 

were any way to redirect the lights, as they are extremely bright.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that the Borough Engineer has discussed the issue of traffic safety and 

signage with the property owner and the owner has stated that he will perform the necessary 

upgrades to the signage to alleviate any traffic safety issues.  Mr. Norman informed the Council 

that Bloomingdale recently enacted a plan to allow on street parking year round for a fee.  He 

additionally wanted to inform Councilman Fox of a pot hot that is in the area of Kiel Avenue and 

Decker Road, he is aware that this is a Morris County road, but wanted to report it.   

 

Mayor Alviene also wanted to update Mr. Norman on the dumping in the area behind the 

McDonalds on Route 23; the Department of Environmental Protection has issued a violation.  

Mr. Lampmann noted that the owner is submitting an Action Work plan to detail how the 

situation will be remedied; regarding signage there is another area at this location that needs to 

be addressed so all upgrades to signage will be done at the same time.    Mr. Lampmann 

explained that there are no “shields” available yet to direct the light outward, the company is 
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working on them.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the area near Stony Brook is subject to 

Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) guidelines; overnight parking is not allowed, 

as the area is not paved.  The section upfront that is paved would not be an issue with the DEP as 

it is paved.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the real problem is that when developing an area there 

must be parking included for the residents.  Discussion ensued and the Council decided to wait 

and see the results of the first year.  Councilman Verdonik does not agree with this concept if 

someone does not move his or her vehicle it will create a hazardous condition.  Regarding 

potholes, Mr. Lampmann asked that Mr. Norman notify dispatch when he sees things like this so 

the Borough will do the repair or if it is a Morris County road, they will be contacted to repair it.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that tree trimming is a priority, which 

has led to a decrease in overtime calls and repairs.  Installation of new equipment is ongoing; 

repairs were made where needed.  Conversion has begun from high-pressure sodium streetlights 

to the state of the art LED units.  These lights reduce glare and are manufactured in the United 

States, the new fixtures use 1/3 of the electricity of the older lights and have a life expectancy of 

approximately 20 years.  In Riverdale, all was quiet, in West Milford, trees were trimmed in the 

area of Apshawa Cross Roads, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were 

addressed.  He also wanted to commend the Electric Utility for the fabulous job done with the 

park lighting.   

 

Councilman Verdonik Water has been relatively slow, there was a leak in a water main on 

Carey Avenue, which was temporarily repaired permanent repairs will be done in the Spring.  

Bid packages for the Gifford Street Water Main Replacement, are scheduled to go out with a 

return date of February 24, 2016.  Additionally, while attending the Economic Development 

Committee members of the Butler Museum were present and asked if they could attend the 

February workshop meeting to go over plans for the Butler Museum Reopening dedication.     

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department noted that there were eight general alarms, 

one structure fire, one stove fire, one gas leak and two smell of smoke or something burning and 

three activated fire alarms. One silent alarm, one departmental drill with training in the use of 

tools to extricate someone from a vehicle involved in a crash or fire; various company drills were 

held on their assigned Monday meeting nights.  The fire Department also hosted the North Jersey 

Volunteer Firemen’s Association Meeting on December 2, 2016 and hosted the Sit with Santa 

after the Tree Lighting Ceremony in Butler Park.  Councilman Regis and Mr. Lampmann met 

with a representative of the Fire Departments other insurer.  The Butler Police Department has 

ongoing training to keep up with the accreditation.    

 

Councilman Fox noted that Roads are quiet with the onset of winter, pothole repair is ongoing, 

and budget meetings are being scheduled he will report on funds available for road repair at a 

later date.   
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Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted there everyone had received a copy of the 

tentative schedule for 2016 budget meeting dates, he asked that everyone check their calendars 

and let Jim Lampmann know if there are any conflicts.  The goal is to complete the meetings in 

early February and introduce the budget at the Council Workshop Meeting on March 1.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – December 2015 – $364,573.25 

Tax Collectors Report – 2015 - $26,551,547.82  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2015 – $1,976,490.41  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-15 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

R 2016-15 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Tammy Jo Fitzgerald, 55 Gormley Lane, Kinnelon regarding connection to the 

Borough of Butler Sewer Line.  Discussion ensued and the Mayor and Council denied the 

request, Ms. Fitzgerald will be informed of the decision.   

 

E-Mail from Andrew Macho Butler High School Yearbook Ad the Mayor and Council 

agreed to the advertisement and asked that the current picture be used.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2016-1 Amending Chapter 143, Land Development Ordinance   

Public Hearing: February 16, 2016 

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   
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2016-16 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

* 2016-17 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2016-18 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

* 2016-19 Transfer Resolution   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Richard Dean – Butler Fire Police – Mr. Dean was inadvertently left out of the appointments 

to Fire Police at the Reorganization Meeting, the Mayor and Council concurred and he will be 

added to the list of the Fire Police.   

 

Application from Mike Ciccone to join Kiel Hook and Ladder – Council President Vath 

noted that this is a High School Student, who is looking to join; he feels that this is admirable 

that a young person is interested in performing such a valuable service to the community.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way has questions ordinance 2016-1, he asked for clarification on 

what this ordinance is regarding zoning.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the purpose of this 

ordinance is to combine the HC-1 and HC-2 sections, some projects are permitted in one zone 

and not the other, the passage of this ordinance will make the zoning more consistent, and is 

being done at the request of the Planner and the Planning Board.  Mr. Norman asked if the bill 

for street lighting would decrease with the installation of the new streetlights, as they are more 

cost effective.  Mr. Lampmann and Councilman Fox concurred that the bill would be lower; 

however, the changes would not be noticeable for at least 18 months as there is a payout period 

for installation.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to inform the Mayor and Council of contracts that were received 

regarding work being done on Route 23 by the New Jersey Department of Transportation.  While 

the project is not detailed in the contracts, he believes it may be for the installation of handicap 

drop curbs at every corner along the highway.   
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R 2016-20 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey 

Commissioner of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Electric) for the Design and 

Construction of Route 23, Alexander Road to Maple Lake Road in Pequannock Township, 

Riverdale, Kinnelon and Butler Boroughs 

Motion by: Vath       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

R 2016-21 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey 

Commissioner of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Water) for the Design and 

Construction of Route 23, Alexander Road to Maple Lake Road in Pequannock Township, 

Riverdale, Kinnelon and Butler Boroughs 

Motion by: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

R 2016-22 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey 

Commissioner of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Sewer) for the Design and 

Construction of Route 23, Alexander Road to Maple Lake Road in Pequannock Township, 

Riverdale, Kinnelon and Butler Boroughs 

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:35 p.m. 
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Adopted: February 16, 2016 

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: February 16, 2016  
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