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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, Chief C. 

Chimento and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse Councilman Meier absence: 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

November 10, 2015 Regular Council Meeting and December 1, 2015 Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman McNear abstained on the December 1, 2015 meeting, as he was absent. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Beata Sylvia Beaudoin, 16 Scott Street is present this evening regarding the safety issue that exists at 

the corner of Elm Street and Boonton Avenue. Since the removal of the sidewalk and the fencing recently 

installed, there is no safe means of egress for people walking down Brook Street.  At this time, 

pedestrians need to walk into oncoming traffic when exiting Brook Street heading towards the downtown 

area.  Ms. Beaudoin, provided pictures of the area, noting that this affects all residents in the area not just 

school children.  Ms. Beaudoin noted that the children are now walking on the storm drain, which is still a 

safety issue.   

 

Mayor Alviene in response to the issue of the storm drain noted that the storm drain is an unsafe 

condition; Morris County will be repaving the road, so repair on the storm drain will be done at that time.  

The section of pavement was a dangerous issue with the storm drain being above the street level.  

Regarding the fence placement, the homeowner has put the fence on his property.  Regarding the school 

bus stop, that is a school issue.  Chief Chimento explained that he had reviewed the location of the bus 

stop for the Board of Education.   

 

Councilman Fox and Regis asked that the placement of the fence be verified.   

 

Brian Trentacosta, 12 Scott Street questioned why did the Borough not repair the sidewalk, with the 

removal of the sidewalk and the fence being installed pedestrians are now forced to walk in the street.  

Mr. Trentacosta asked that Council members visit the area, to see the situation.   

 

Ken Montanye, 117A Boonton Avenue is appearing before the Mayor and Council with his concerns 

about the parking situation at Butler Arms.  He asked for direction from the Borough Attorney regarding 

this situation, as there is not enough parking spaces available.  Mr. Oostdyk reiterated that the landlord is 
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responsible for providing parking, the problem in this situation is that there is a lack of documentation, 

making it impossible to enforce parking requirements.  With the absence of the site plan, there is nothing 

for the Zoning Officer to enforce regarding parking requirements.  Councilman Fox noted that originally, 

the garages were included in the rental of the apartments but now the landlord charges a separate fee for 

the garage.  Mr. Montanye stated that some of the tenants have more than one vehicle, so this creates the 

parking problem.  Mr. Oostdyk noted that this is an issue between the landlord and the tenants; the 

Borough is unable to do anything on private property.  Mr. Montanye noted that he was told that no 

storage is permitted in the garages, yet on the portion of the plans the Borough has the area is listed as 

storage.  Mayor Alviene noted that while the Mayor and Council sympathize with him, the Borough has 

no power over private property; the Borough also has a parking lot that provides parking on a yearly basis 

for a fee.  Mr. Lampmann suggested that perhaps the landlord contact Saint Anthony’s regarding renting 

parking spaces for their tenants, he also noted that he is waiting for the Property Manager to return his 

call.  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired about the placement of a community garden on the Stonybrook 

property.  Mr. Lampmann explained that funding for the property came from Green Acres and cannot be 

used for any other use than open space.  The location suggested is heavily wooded so the first order would 

be tree removal, which would be costly.  Mr. Norman wanted to let Chief Chimento know about the 

parking lot egress at McDonald’s, with patrons using the entrance as an exit.  Mr. Lampmann noted that 

the Borough Engineer has contacted both the property owner and manager of McDonald’s; the traffic 

issue is being addressed.  Once all issues have been rectified, the Borough will adopt an ordinance to have 

Title 39 (Motor Vehicle and Traffic Regulation) applied to this property.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted there noted that there is a transfer resolution on the 

agenda to cover expenditures that occur in the beginning of the year prior to passage of the 2016 Budget.  

Additionally, there are two resolutions allowing for the insertion of grant funds into the 2015 budget, 

along with a resolution cancelling unexpended balances in various funds. Revenues and expenditures are 

tracking; they have either met or exceeded their projections, with the exception of the sale of leaf bags, 

which is lower than last year.     

 

Councilman Fox noted that with the weather being mild work was done on the steep section of Cleary 

Avenue; the road was milled and rebuilt, along with paving.  Pothole repair is ongoing.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department noted that there was recently a serious fire at a 

home on Maple Lake Road.  The Fire Department did a wonderful job with their participation in the tree 

lighting and meeting Santa after the tree lighting.  Regarding Police activity there were 21 Motor Vehicle 

accidents, 344 summons issued, one driving while intoxicated, 22 arrests; Chief Chimento attended a 

presentation on Suicide Awareness at Butler High School on November 17, 2015, this helped to provide a 

focus on preventing future incidents.  Councilman Regis wanted to ask the Mayor and Council if it is 

okay to send a get-well card to former Councilman Fitzpatrick, who has done a lot for the community.   

 

Councilman McNear asked if the rumor that he heard regarding there not being enough firefighters for 

two fire calls received, he also wanted to know if the passage of the new Fire Department Ordinance had 

an adverse effect on the department.  Councilman Fox in response noted that if this occurred during 
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daytime hours, it is very possible as most people work outside of Butler.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the 

callout numbers with the Fire Department have been better in the second half of the year, but other factors 

that may affect available personnel.  Council President Vath a Butler Firefighter noted for the record that 

the department seems to be coming together more so than before.  The limited number of firefighter’s 

response has more to do with people no longer working in the Borough, and employment hours, than 

membership.  There are four new firefighters scheduled to take the Firefighter 1 course beginning in 

January.  The morale in the department is increasing, however, the state requirements have increased and 

with the amount of course hours being over 150 hours for the Firefighter 1 course, so it requires a real 

commitment of time.   

 

Councilman McNear had a question regarding the training and completion date for the Fire Department 

Chiefs as required by the ordinance.  He asked Councilman Regis for an update on the training; Council 

President Vath noted that Chief Soules had approached the Mayor and Council at a prior meeting to ask 

for a one-year extension to complete the training.  After discussion it was decided that, a six-month 

extension would be granted, if after that time an additional extension is needed the Mayor and Council 

will revisit it then.  Council President Vath also reported that nine of the ten individuals who took the 

exam passed, and one of the people who took the course was the incident commander at the Maple Lake 

Road fire previously discussed.  The Chiefs’ had a meeting on December 14 and noted that the firefighter 

who was the incident commander did a great job, maintained his demeanor and ran fire scene well.  The 

firefighter in question asked for Chief’s from Kinnelon and Bloomingdale to review his job performance 

and they noted that he had done a good job.   

 

Councilman Verdonik wanted to thank the Electric Utility and the Department of Public Works for the 

job done in decorating the park for the holiday season.  He is aware that people come from many 

communities to view the decorations.  Regarding Water and Wastewater, he noted that there was a water 

main break at Boonton Avenue and Route 23, the previous Wednesday, the Water department completed 

all the necessary repairs in a timely manner.  An issue has arisen at the Pump Station at DeBow Terrace, 

one of the pumps is approximately 30 years old and requires replacement, quotes are being requested 

replacement should be done in approximately two weeks.   

 

Councilman McNear noted that the Board of Health meeting did not occur, as a quorum was not present.  

However, one influenza vaccination was administered in November.  There is a blood pressure screening 

scheduled for December 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., at Borough Hall.  A Child Health clinic is 

scheduled for December 21 at 9:00 a.m. also at Borough Hall.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – November 2015 – $5,272,506.69  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2015 – $2,285,228.37  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-115 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2015-115 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Frank M. Williams regarding Butler Municipal Court Judge Appointment for 2016 

through 2018  

 

Letter from John A. Paparazzo regarding Butler Municipal Court Judge Appointment for 2016 

through 2018  

 

Mr. Williams will be available to come in for an interview on January 5, 2016 prior to the Reorganization 

meeting.  An interview will be scheduled for a date that is amenable to the Mayor, Council and Mr. 

Williams.   

 

Mayors Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness  

Mr. Lampmann explained that this is a program that deals with veteran homelessness, once the Borough 

is aware of the situation there are a number of agencies that may be contacted to assist these veterans in 

finding a home.  The Mayor and Council agree that this is a great idea and should be implemented; Mr. 

Lampmann will register the Borough.   

 

State of New Jersey Department of Agriculture Letter regarding Gypsy Moth Spraying Earlier this 

year we received correspondence from the State of New Jersey regarding inspecting for Gypsy Moth 

Infestation, inspections are complete and the Borough does not have an infestation so no further action 

will be required. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2015-16 Amending Chapter 18, Economic Development Committee  

Introduced: November 10, 2015 

Advertised: November 15, 2015  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only 

 

Seeing no one come forward, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-116 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 
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* 2015-117 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2015-118 Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Service Agreement with Lincoln Park, 

Kinnelon, Riverdale and Pequannock for Dial-A-Ride Services  

 

* 2015-119 Borough of Butler Authorized Towers for 2016    

 

* 2015-120 Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of Certain Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation (Drug Enforcement Demand Reduction Act)  

 

* 2015-121 Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of Certain Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation (DARE Grant) 

 

* 2015-122 Resolution In Support of Alleviating Human Trafficking 

 

* 2015-123 Resolution Canceling Unexpended Balances in Various Funds  

 

* 2015-124 Resolution Authorizing 2016 Salaries for Non-Union Employees 

 

* 2015-125 Transfer Resolution  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Community Development Block Grant Funding  
Mr. Lampmann explained that the projects were previously discussed; the application is complete for the 

water main replacement from Arch Street to Second Street.   

 

Applications from William Bock to join Bartholdi Hose Company #2; Thomas Galban to join Kiel 

Hook and Ladder; Carli Futcher to join Kinney House Company No. 1 

The Mayor and Council approved the applications.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 
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Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 8:09 p.m. 

 

Adopted: January 19, 2016 

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: January 19, 2016  
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