
MINUTES OF:    COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:    NOVEMBER 10, 2015 

TIME OF MEETING:    7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.    1 

 

 
The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Regis, Councilman Verdonik and Council President Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; C. Woods, from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Presentation of a donation from McDonald’s of Butler to Tri-Boro Animal Welfare  

 

Mayor Alviene noted that approximately a month ago, the Grand Opening Celebration for 

McDonald’s of Butler was held.  While at the event, the owner approached the Mayor asking if he 

could donate to a local organization.  Mayor Alviene explained that Tri-Boro Animal Welfare is 

always in need of funds.  Mayor Alviene presented Acting President Suzanne Finelli with a 

$1,000.00 check from McDonald’s to Tri-Boro Animal Welfare.    

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

October 20, 2015 Regular Council Meeting  

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Peggy Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue wanted to thank the Mayor and Council for their help, 

throughout the reconstruction of the Butler Museum.  Ms. Spranzani presented the Mayor and 

Council with a letter (Attachment A) thanking them and listing concerns of the members of the 

Butler Museum and Historical Committee, many of the members are present this evening.  She 

introduced those present, and extended an invitation to the Mayor, Borough Council and 

Administrator to come to the museum for a personal tour.  Regarding the items on the list, she noted 

that Borough Employees have already addressed some items.  Mayor Alviene noted that he is 

looking forward to the grand reopening in April, he will be happy to assist Ms. Spranzani with 

preparing the list of attendees for the event.  Additionally, Ms. Spranzani noted that the museum is 

currently open on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear noted that an influenza clinic was held on October 22, 30 residents were 

vaccinated.  There were two other health clinics scheduled for October; the first one was October 8, 

fourteen children were scheduled only four attended; the second one October 22, six children were 

scheduled and five attended. Additionally, November is National Diabetes month with a presentation 

scheduled for Wednesday, November 18, from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m., at Borough Hall, the topic being 

Diabetes Education and Support; call the Health Department to register.   

 

Councilman Meier, reporting on Electric, Butler Power and Light noted that the 100th Anniversary 

of Butler Electric was a success.  Crews have installed underground fault indicators in areas not 

previously equipped with them already, the devices save a considerable amount of time during 

primary cable ruptures.  In Kinnelon, repairs and upgrades were completed, along with new service 

to the Kinnelon DPW building addition. Tree trimming continued in Butler, along with repairs and 

upgrades where required.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, all meters were read and recorded, 

delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik Water Department crews completed the flushing of the system on October 

30.  They are currently performing fire hydrant repairs, twelve required repair six are completed, 

work continues on the remaining six hydrants.     

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Butler Fire Department he noted that the Halloween party was a 

success with hundreds of children and adults attending.  The Senior dinner went very well; the 

parking lot at the Butler Fire Department on Carey Avenue has been repaved and looks great.  

Regarding Police Department activities 246 summons were issued, our recently promoted Sergeant 

was in the top three in issuing summons.  Officers are currently undergoing mandatory training in 

various areas.   

 

Councilman Fox reported that the Borough is currently doing pothole repair on Maple Lake Road, it 

took several days to complete and residents have called to thank the Borough for the repairs.  There 

has been work done at the light on Decker Road to remove the bump, making driving in the area 

much easier.  Asphalt prices were lower this year resulting in monies remaining so an additional road 

may be paved this year, prior to the onset of winter.   

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted there is not much to report, he met with Jim 

Kozimor, CFO this afternoon, noting that there is a transfer resolution on the Agenda this evening.  

Budgets worksheets have been distributed to Department Heads meetings will be held in January 

2016.   

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that the Borough Hall generator installation has begun, it should take 

approximately two weeks.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2015 – $1,729,960.30  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2015 – $2,251,572.83  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-99 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2015-99 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution of the City of Union City Urging New Jersey Mayors to Provide Leadership in 

ending Human Trafficking at the Local Level  

Mayor Alviene and the Borough Council asked that a resolution be prepared for passage. 

 

Borough of Wanaque Resolution #162-0-15 Requesting Governor Christie and Members of the 

State Legislature Implement a Study Commission to Look at the Abolishment or Curtailing of 

County Government 

No action will be taken on this matter. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2015-16 Amending Chapter 18, Economic Development Committee  

Public Hearing December 15, 2015 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the ordinance had a section that did not allow for consecutive terms, 

this removes that section of the code.   

Moved: McNear      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2015-17 Amending Chapter 225, Regulation and Enforcement of Title 39 on Private Property – 

Block 54, Lots 1.08 and 1.09 (McDonald’s and Butler Plaza) 

Introduction of this ordinance shall be postponed until all information regarding proper signage is 

received.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-100 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2015-101 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

* 2015-102 Resolution Authorizing Participation in the Morris County First Responder 

Identification Card Program  

 

* 2015-103 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to Agreement NJ 5530 Between the 

Borough of Butler and the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway Corporation    

 

* 2015-104 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to Agreement NJ 223 Between the 

Borough of Butler and the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway Corporation 

 

* 2015-105 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to Agreement NJ 224 Between the 

Borough of Butler and the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway Corporation 

 

* 2015-106 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement Between the Borough of Butler and the 

Borough of Kinnelon for the provision of E 911 Dispatching Services for 2016 through 

2018 

 

* 2015-107 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement Between the Borough of Butler and the 

Borough of Riverdale for the provision of E 911 Dispatching Services for 2016 through 

2018 

 

* Resolution Authorizing the Insertion of Certain Items of Revenue and Appropriation 

(Body Armor Grant) 

 

* 2015-109 Transfer Resolution  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into closed Session 

Moved: Vath        Second: Verdonik 

All in Favor. 

 

Councilman Verdonik recused himself for the discussion of an Agreement with Public Service 

Energy and Gas 
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Motion to return to Open Session 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

2015-113 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the Blue Collar Labor Agreement by the 

addition of a paragraph to Article 17 of the Agreement  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2015-111 Resolution Authorizing Entrance into an Agreement with Public Service Electric and 

Gas for ECNet Equipment Attachments to Borough of Butler owned Utility Poles 

Moved: Regis        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Verdonik 

 

2015-112 Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Service Agreement with the Borough of 

Riverdale for Tax Reassessment Services  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

Adopted: December 15, 2015 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 15, 2015 
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R 2015-110 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler on the 10th day of 

November 2015, that: 

 

 

1. Prior to conclusion of the business meeting, the Borough Council shall meet in Executive 

Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 

 

(  )  B. (1) Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law  

or State statute or rule of court. 

 

(  ) B. (2) A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to  

  receive funds from the Government of the United States. 

 

(  ) B. (3) A matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion  

   of individual privacy. 

 

(x) B. (4) A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 

 

(  ) B. (5) Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates  

   or investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the  

   public interest if disclosed. 

 

(  ) B. (6) Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of  

   the public, if disclosure would impact such protection.  Investigation  

   of violations of the law. 

 

(X) B. (7) Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  

   Subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  

   privilege. 

 

(  ) B. (8) Personnel matters. 

 

(  ) B. (9) Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

 

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to 

the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 

 

 

Moved: Vath       Second: Verdonik 
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