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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Regis, Councilman Verdonik and Council President 

Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

September 15, 2015 Regular Council Meeting and September 1 and October 6, 2015 Council 

Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox         Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear*, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath*  

Voted Nay: None 

 

*Abstain: McNear on September 1 2015 meeting and Vath on October 6, 2015 Council 

Workshop Meetings 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked what is being done regarding the traffic situation at 

McDonald’s. Mayor Alviene noted that the Borough Engineer has inspected the area and the 

Manager of McDonald’s is waiting for the Engineers recommendation as to increased signage.  

The owner of the property Mr. Kafil is aware that there are issues that need to be dealt with.  Mr. 

Norman has issues with the setup and does not feel that there will be a good solution to this 

problem.  He also noted that trucks making deliveries have no place to load and unload when 

making deliveries.  Mr. Norman wanted to inform Mr. Lampmann that the patch on Kiel Avenue 

in the area of the water main break is not very good.  Mr. Lampmann will inspect the area, and 

he will not comment until he sees it, however, Morris County must come in and inspect the 

repair and sign off on it.  Regarding the letter from David Dixon, dated October 1, what does this 

mean regarding the use of Title 39 on Block 54, Lot(s) 1.08 and 1.09.  Mr. Lampmann explained 

that this allows the enforcement of title 39, thus allowing the Butler Police Department to write 

summons for violations that occur on this property.  

 

Daniel Mikola, 121 Boonton Avenue, Apt. B is present this evening to inquire about any 

updates regarding parking near Butler Arms Garden Apartments.  Mayor Alviene informed Mr. 

Mikola, that a tenant’s association should be formed as this is private property and the Borough 

has absolutely no jurisdiction regarding the parking.  When the plans were approved adequate 

parking was in place and they are not required to make any changes to the current configuration.  
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Mayor Alviene noted that there is municipal parking available at the Harmon lot, at a cost of 

$600.00 yearly.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted there is not much to report, he met with Jim 

Kozimor, CFO and the Best Practices Worksheet was completed, as a result the Borough of 

Butler will be receiving their full State Aid due to the high percentage we received.  

 

Councilman Fox the 2015 paving has been completed, although this is a little later than usual, 

the following were completed Carey Avenue, the Butler Firehouse Parking lot, a short section of 

Myrtle Avenue, Terrace Avenue, Currie Avenue, Gormley Lane, a section of Walnut Lane and 

the upper section of Ward Avenue.  That is quite a bit of paving for the year, but the roads look 

good.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department noted that they have been quite busy 

with the Railroad crossing road closing.  They are also busy with the Pequannock River Basin 

Regional Sewerage Authority project.  The Butler Fire Department are in the process of getting 

ready for the Halloween party this year, there will be no hayride this year, however, all other 

activities will go on.  Mayor Alviene noted that the Senior Dinner would be the first Saturday in 

November.   

 

Councilman McNear wanted to let everyone know about the Board of Health Flu Clinic on 

Thursday, October 22, there is a $15.00 charge for Butler residents, if you have Medicare Part B 

there is no charge.  On October 26, 2015 at 9:00 a.m., there will be a child health clinic at the 

Municipal Building and there is a Rabies Clinic scheduled for November 7 at the Public Works 

garage from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Councilman McNear was informed that the garbage bin in 

front of the United States Post Office is full when Mr. Breiten of the Butler Health Department 

investigated it was found that the Post Office is using this bin for their refuse, a combination of 

commercial and food waste.   

 

Councilman Meier, reporting on Electric tree trimming is ongoing.  All faulted transformers 

that accumulated over the summer were picked up and recycled for credit; the credit will offset 

the cost of removing the drums of oil pumped out of the leaking transformers. Repairs in 

Kinnelon were completed where needed, also, tree trimming continued, replacement of a broken 

pole and transfer of service is complete.  In Butler work was done to allow the removal of a dead 

tree, tree trimming continued, upgrades are being done and a new pole was set.  Assistance was 

given to the Department of Public Works with tree removal.  Repairs were done in Bloomingdale 

because of a lightning strike; other repairs were done as needed. Riverdale and West Milford was 

quiet, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed. 
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Councilman Verdonik Water Department crews were busy with storm preparation; fortunately, 

the storm took a different path.  All the generators and other equipment all performed admirably.  

Hydrant flushing is approximately halfway complete, the full schedule is available on the 

Borough website.    

 

Mayor Alviene remarked that the celebration for the 100th Anniversary of Butler Power and 

Light was a nice event; he thought it went well and it was well received.  The Mayor also wanted 

to report on the property next to the Lakeland Bank the foreclosure proceedings are ongoing.  

Mayor Alviene again asked the Council for their input on this, most of the Council agreed 

however, Councilman Fox, Councilman Verdonik and Councilman McNear would like more 

information, and to see a plan of some sort.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2015 – $195,076.86  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2015 – $2,821,408.71  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-90 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2015-90 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter dated October 1, 2015 from Feeney and Dixon requesting that Block 54, Lots 1.08 

and 1.09 (McDonald’s and Butler Plaza)  

The letter will be forwarded to the Butler Police for their information.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-91 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2015-92 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2015-93 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

* 2015-94 Resolution Authorizing a Developers Agreement between the Borough of 

Butler and QuickChek Corporation 

 

* 2015-95 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement for the Use of 

Municipal Right of Way and Hold Harmless Agreement  

 

* 2015-96 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of the 2015 Five Party Agreement for 

the Transfer of Sewer Capacity to Riverdale from Bloomingdale and Kinnelon  

 

* 2015-97 Resolution Authorizing a Place to Place Transfer of Alcoholic Beverage 

License 1403-44-003-008 (Bianca Jr Corporation d/b/a Roserne Package Store) 

Inactive  

 

* 2015-98 Resolution Authorizing a Contract between the Borough of Butler and 

TVScreenads, LLC 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Discussion of Best Practices Worksheet – Council President Vath previously discussed this 

noting that Butler will receive full funding. 

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted clarification on Resolution 2015-97, the Place-to-Place 

Transfer of an Alcoholic Beverage License, the Clerk explained that because of moving to a new 

building this transfer is required by law.  He also asked about tree removal and landscaping 
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within a 100’ radius of Kakeout Brook, is a permit required and if so who would issue the 

permit.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the he would have to research this, as the rules are 

different regarding residential and commercial properties.  Mr. Norman will speak with Mr. 

Lampmann regarding location as he is not comfortable giving the information in public. 

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street informed the Mayor and Council that there are approximately nine 

businesses in Butler that will be participating in Small Business Saturday, which takes place on 

Saturday, November 28, 2015.  The event encourages consumers to shop at downtown, 

independent stores.  Mr. Lampmann asked Ms. Liss to provide the Borough with an ad so he may 

advertise it on both the Borough website and with the new TVScreenads advertising.    

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Councilman Regis would like the Borough to inspect a limb that is located on Roosevelt Avenue.  

Mr. Lampmann asked if the tree were on Borough property or private property, an inspection 

would be done.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:35 p.m. 

 

Adopted: November 10, 2015 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 10, 2015 
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