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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council President Vath  

 

Absent: Councilman Raymond Verdonik 

 

Motion to excuse Councilman Verdonik absence: 

Moved: Vath        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

January 6, 2015 Reorganization Meeting, January 6 and February 3, 2015 Council Workshop 

Meeting and January 20, and February 17, 2015 Regular Council Meeting  

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstention: Vath on January 20, 2015 minutes. 

Absent: Verdonik 

 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Seeing no one come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath noted that the 2015 budget is on for approval this evening.  The budget 

is slightly higher this year it will equate to the homeowner an increase in of approximately 

$52.34. 
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Councilman Fox reporting on roads pothole repair is ongoing, he will be meeting with Mr. 

Lampmann to review the roads and possibly add to the list remaining from last year.  He spoke 

with some engineers regarding the asphalt being used and the composition is different the life 

expectancy is approximately ½ of what it was previously.  Future budgets will be affected if 

changes are not made to the asphalt currently in use, as the roads will require repavement more 

frequently.   

 

Councilman Regis Councilman Regis noted that the recent graduate officers are currently on 

solo patrol with monitoring, Chief Chimento is very happy with them.   

 

Councilman Meier Councilman Meier on electric extensive tree trimming and constant system 

upgrading has drastically lessened the outages occurring due to tree issues.  The inclement 

weather allowed the workers to do in house work, including the refurbishment of the bed area on 

the 2001 digger derrick truck; this work will increase the life of the truck. He also noted that the 

rates in Butler are the second lowest in the State of New Jersey.  Riverdale and West Milford 

were quiet, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noted receipt of the Registrar report for 

2014.  March will see the Health department doing a blood pressure screening, a child health 

conference is scheduled for March 23, in Borough Hall and on April 7, there will be a female 

cancer screening.  In regards to the trash problems in the downtown area, residents are using the 

public receptacles for trash and or putting out the trash too early.  Mr. Breiten will do a spot 

check to determine if people are putting their trash out too early.  Reporting on the EDC Chief 

Chimento spoke at the meeting, noting that the Gran Fondo a bike race will start at the High 

Point Brewery, other businesses will be setting up tables for the residents and visitors to this 

event.  He received a request to look into the traffic situation at Manning Avenue; perhaps the 

Engineer can look at the area and make a determination as to whether or not the situation can be 

alleviated with the use of a mirror or what other options are available to the Borough.  At the 

meeting, there were complaints of speeding; Chief Chimento will address this issue.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2015 – $4,255,280.05 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2015 – $2,153,894.29  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-30 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: McNear  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, and Regis   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Verdonik 

R 2015-30 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Correspondence from Antoinette Dominicci-Fifoot, an Autism Awareness Ambassador for 

Autism New Jersey and Autism Speaks Requesting the Borough of Butler Declare April 

2015 as Autism Awareness Month in Butler 

 

Mayor Alviene signed the Proclamation and it will be forwarded to Ms. Dominicci-Fifoot 

 

Letter from Mahmood Samman requesting waiver of the $50.00 rental registration fee for 

2013-2015  

 

Mr. Oostdyk noted that there are no standards in place, and you really cannot ad-hoc waive fees.  

Mayor Alviene and the Borough Council concurred with Mr. Oostdyk. 

 

Letter from Ken Montanye stating his concerns for the Borough 

Mayor Alviene noted that there are many issues addressed in the letter, and he should be here to 

discuss them. 

 

Letter from the Aaron Decker School Regarding the Launch of a Recycle, Reduce, Reuse 

Program  

Ms. Becker wanted to inform the Mayor and Borough Council of this wonderful program, 

recently a magic show was presented at the Aaron Decker School with funding from the 

Recycling Tonnage Grant, and the program informs the children of ways they can recycle. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2015-1 Calendar Year 2015 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank 

 

Public Hearing: April 21, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Verdonik 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-31 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 
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Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Verdonik 

 

* 2015-32 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

* 2015-33 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in 

Electric Department  

 

* 2015-34 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of an Interlocal Agreement for 

Water/Sewer Billing and Collection Services Between the Borough of Butler and the 

Borough of Bloomingdale  

 

* 2015-35 Resolution Supporting and Honoring the Service of Law Enforcement 

Officers  

 

* 2015-37 Transfer Resolution 

 

2015-36 2015 Municipal Budget  

 

Motion by: Vath       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Verdonik  

 

2015-38 Granting Exempt Fireman Certificate to John Futcher, Jr., Butler Fire 

Department  

The Clerk requested that this item be carried to the next agenda, as the application is not 

complete. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Wyatt Mickens Application to become a member Butler Fire Department Kinney Hose 

 

The Mayor and Council approved the application.  

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Robert Soules, on behalf of Butler Recreation and reporting on Butler Day, the date has been 

moved to the Saturday after Memorial Day at the request of the Butler Police.  All plans are 

proceeding; Butler Auto Mall will be co-sponsoring the event again this year.  The vendor 

applications have been coming in; Judy Fields has been providing them upon receipt.   
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Mayor Alviene noted that regarding the recent water issue, he would like to thank our Health 

Officer Peter Tabbot and his staff and the Butler Health department for a job well done.  

Representatives of the Health Department visited every business to inform them of the 

restrictions imposed.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: McNear       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:36 p.m. 

 

Adopted: May 19, 2015 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: May 19, 2015 
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