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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

December 2, 2014 Council Workshop Meeting and December 16, 2014 Regular Council Meeting  

 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had additional questions regarding the provision of water to 

Bloomingdale, why are they paying a little over $2.00 per thousand gallons for water, while 

Butler residents pay more $4.54 per thousand gallons.  Mr. Lampmann, Councilman Verdonik 

and Councilman McNear explained that the amount being charge is for water only, in 

Bloomingdale as opposed to Butler where this covers piping, plant, and employees.  Mayor 

Alviene noted that the cost will be higher for Bloomingdale residents once all the local costs are 

included.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the monies collected for the sale of the water would go 

to make upgrades at the water plant.  If Bloomingdale did not become a customer for water, the 

rates charged in Butler would have increased to cover the upgrades, going into the decision was 

the amount of money coming in would cover the upgrades to the Water plant.  One of the main 

factors in the decision was keeping the rate competitive while still making a profit.  Regarding 

billing for Bloomingdale this is a shared service that we receive revenue separate from the sale of 

water. 

 

Ingrid Vida, 17 Excelsior Place is present this event to discuss problems with her water quality; 

she recently received a filter from Advanced Water that is not working well.  Mr. Lampmann 

noted that when he spoke with Advanced Water the homeowner wanted to build a storage 

facility for the filtration system, so the filter installation is not complete.  She would like to 

request a filter for under her kitchen sink to clean the water that she uses for cooking, she does 

not know when the storage unit will be built, so she would like to have a filter under her sink or 

can she be refunded for the cost of the water she purchases for cooking.  Mayor Alviene 

recommended that we wait for the response from Advanced Water before we go forward with 
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any changes.  Ms. Vida noted that she was unaware that the process would take such a long time 

and would like to know who will pay for the filters after the initial installation.  Mr. Lampmann 

to contact Advanced Water on Wednesday and ask him to contact her directly.   

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street, Owner of Soul Journey noted that she and Mr. Lampmann 

received heated emails regarding overflowing garbage cans on Main Street.  Mr. Lampmann 

noted that the cans are scheduled to be emptied on Tuesdays and Fridays same as the residential 

pickup.  Ms. Liss noted that the hauler seems to picking up later in the day.  Mr. Lampmann 

noted that he has the DPW monitoring the situation and he will contact the hauler regarding lack 

of service, however, if there is a vehicle parked in front of the can the hauler may not pick up the 

garbage. He also explained that the hauler likes to complete the main roads prior to the morning 

rush and school hours.  While he would like to have the Department of Public Works monitor, 

the cans with the recent weather situation the crews have been busy digging out fire hydrants on 

Route 23 for safety purposes.  The problem is that the tenants of the apartments should be using 

property owner provided garbage pails; however, it appears that not all the property owners 

provide garbage pails.  Mr.  Lampmann would like to send a letter to the owners that they are 

responsible for actions by their tenants, so they should not be putting residential garbage into the 

public containers.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted in years past Main Street used to be cleared of snow right 

after the snowstorm.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the snow is removed after the storm, the 

snow is pushed across the street, and then the next morning the snow is hauled away.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reported that Budget hearings are ongoing; one large department needs 

to be reviewed.  Discussion on the budget will occur at the March 3, Council Workshop Meeting 

with the intention to introduce the 2015 Budget at the March 17, 2015 Regular Meeting.  The 

budget for the most part has been kept within the 2% Cap.  There is a transfer resolution that is 

on the agenda this evening that will shift moneys from one line item to another.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, noting that the budget is still being worked on as far as 

funding and selection of roads for repaving.  However, the weather has wreaked havoc on the 

roads and the conditions of the roads will not be known until the Spring thaw.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police and Fire Department noted that the Public Safety 

Committee met with the Fire Chief to go over the 2015 budget request.  The Committee then met 

with the Chief of Police and that budget was completed.  He noted that Mr. Lampmann and Mr. 

Kozimor were instrumental in keeping the budget meetings smooth.   
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Councilman Verdonik noted that the Water and Wastewater Committee met and reviewed the 

2015 Budget request there will be capital projects that are required at the plant.  There have been 

three water main breaks since the January meeting one on H.J. Matthews, Jr. Court, one on 

Lundy Terrace and one on the easement between Carey and Ward Avenues.  The water 

department also responded to reports of some frozen lines that were in both residential and 

commercial locations, they shut down the water supply to minimize the damage for the property 

owners.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility tree trimming continues to be a priority as 

long as weather permits.  Inventory is complete of all supplies; required training on commercial 

driving license regulations as far as substance abuse is concerned was complete.  Upgrades, 

repairs and installation of new electrical poles were completed in Kinnelon.  In Butler tree 

trimming in the heights area was completed, a rotted pole was replaced; service upgrades were 

installed in various locations.  In Bloomingdale, upgrades at the newly expanded Quick Chek 

location on Hamburg Turnpike were completed. Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, all 

meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noted that in 2014, 35 children were 

examined as part of Child Health Services, 13 adult immunizations, and 72 influenza 

vaccinations were administered.  A new physician is coming on board his name is Philip S. 

Devadan, he is a Kinnelon resident and is on staff at Chilton.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – January 2015 – $1,882,136.97 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2015 – $1,718,585.84  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-22 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2015-22 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Tinton Falls F 15-022 Resolution Supporting, Recognizing and Honoring the Service of Law 

Enforcement Officers  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-23 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Councilman Verdonik requested that Resolution No. 2015-24 be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and voted on separately.   

 

* 2015-25 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Municipal Alliance Grant for 

Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

 

* 2015-26 Resolution Authorizing Signature on an Agreement with the Butler Library 

for the Provision of Various Municipal Services  

 

* 2015-27 Bid Award – Electric Distribution Supplies and Tools  

 

* 2015-28 Transfer Resolution   

 

2015-24 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Master Power Purchase and Sale 

Agreements and Confirmation Transactions Thereunder Between the Borough 

and Various Suppliers  

 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman Verdonik recused himself on this resolution.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Peggy Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue has some questions regarding the 2015 Museum 

Operating and Capital Budgets; she noted that the budget request has been increased due to the 

anticipated reopening of the museum.  Mr. Lampmann noted that she has spoken with Mr. 

Kozimor, CFO regarding the request, should questions arise, Mrs. Spranzani will be contacted 

for clarification.   
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had questions regarding the repairs to the water main break up 

on Route 23, West Milford have the repairs been completed.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the 

installation is complete on two of the three wells; however, current conditions have been less 

than favorable regarding well installation.  Once the installation is complete, there is a five-year 

warranty for the homeowner issued by the well driller; with the installation of the wells, Butler 

no longer has no responsibility to these homeowners.    

 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into Closed Session: Tax Appeal Ricker Block 33, Lot 2, 176 Boonton Avenue. 

Moved: Regis        Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Upon return to Open session the Mayor and Council, a motion was made to accept the lowered 

assessment.  

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: McNear        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:58 p.m. 

 

Adopted: March 17, 2015 

        
___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: March 17, 2015 
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