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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag led by Boy Scouts from Butler and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Councilman Raymond Verdonik 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Council President Vath 

Moved: Meier        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Oath of Office to Three New Police Officers:  

 

Oath of Office administered to Kyle G. Fontanazza with the Bible being held by his 

parents. 

 

Oath of Office administered to Jordan C. Guttuso with the Bible being held by his parents.  

 

Oath of Office administered to Matthew J. Kennedy with the Bible being held by his wife 

and son.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for clarification regarding the three new police officers 

are they replacements or additional officers.  Councilman Regis explained that the officers are 

replacements for retirees.  He had additional questions regarding Butler supplying water to 

Bloomingdale such as the start date, when the billing will be done, what the fees will be and the 

volume of supply. Mr. Norman estimates that the monies received will be approximately, 

$500,000 to $600,000 per year for the sale of water to Bloomingdale, how will these funds be 

used next year.  Councilman Verdonik explained that the Borough is required to make upgrades 

to the Water Treatment Plant and the funds will be used for that purpose.  Using these funds 

should negate the need to raise water rates for Butler residents.  Mayor Alviene explained that 

while the plant may be considered state of the art, the improvements being done are required by 

the Department of Environmental Protection.   
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Mary Michunovich wanted to commend the recycling program, with single stream it will make 

it a blessing here in the Borough.  She has been a resident for only fourteen months, and is 

concerned with drivers being unable to control their cars during winter storms.  She feels that 

more attention should be given to Morse Avenue, as this is a connector road for Route 23, and 

there are many hills in that area.   

 

Mayor Alviene explained that the Borough appreciates what Ms. Michunovich is saying 

however, there are other streets in Butler that require attention.  Additionally, he noted that the 

storm in question was very difficult to contain, salt had been previously spread however, the rain 

washed it away, then the temperatures dropped and the roads froze rather quickly.  

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noted that the last meeting of the Board 

of Health was December 3, 2014; however, he was unable to attend and is currently waiting to 

receive the minutes of the meeting.  He noted that the discussion at the meeting centered on 

Ebola and the steps that the State of New Jersey is still taking in response to that issue.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, in 2014 the Electric Utility responded to 

268 after hour calls for assistance.  Overtime was down for the year due in part to aggressive 

maintenance and a break from severe storms.  Tree trimming continues to be a priority in 2015; 

the removal of holiday lighting in the park is complete.  The old electric meters were recycled 

with the Borough receiving $13,000 for them.  Mark outs for loop locations were placed to allow 

crews to expedite identification.   In Kinnelon pole transfers were completed, upgrades installed.  

Repair work was completed on Greenhill Road were a vehicle shared off the pole, this repair 

required a substantial amount of work, repairs took approximately eight hours.  Installation of 

various upgrades and service transfers in Butler and Bloomingdale. Riverdale and West Milford 

were quiet, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water a 12” water main break occurred at the intersection 

of Kiel Avenue and Decker Road, the temperature was 9° thus creating problems with pumps 

freezing, however, the Borough Employees were able to resolve the issue quickly enabling the 

restoration of water service to those affected.  Work is scheduled to begin at the filter plant on 

Monday, January 26, the job entails taking one of the filters offline, should the interior require 

painting it will be done, along with any additional requirements.  Work has begun at the filter 

plant in anticipation of Bloomingdale coming on line for the provision of water from Butler.   
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Councilman Regis reporting on the Police and Fire Department noted that the Police has been 

short staffed for the better part of a year, so the addition of these officers tonight is a good thing.  

Regarding the fire department, they assisted Santa on numerous occasions including the tree 

lighting, the pancake breakfast was held with lower attendance than in the past.  The Department 

answered 18 calls in December a fire drill was held at the site of the former restaurant on Union 

Avenue in Bloomingdale.  All apparatus has been serviced, all testing, training and meeting 

schedules have been completed.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, noting that it has been quiet in this area, however, when 

the 2015 budget is prepared the neediest roads will be chosen for repavement.  Pothole repair 

continues he hopes it stays nice and quiet for the winter.   

 

Mr. Lampmann provided the Mayor and Council with a schedule of proposed dates for 

committee budget meetings.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – December 2014 – $431,116.62 

Tax Collectors Report for 2014 $26,169,437.87 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2014 – $2,345,189.27  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2015-16 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox       Second: McNear  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

R 2015-16 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Janit Bishay (Subway Route 23 South) – Vertical Banners on Route 23 

Southbound asked for permission to display the banners for an extended period.  Mr. Lampmann 

clarified that he believes her request is for permission to display them year round.  This is a 

Board of Adjustment issue, as a variance would be required.     

 

Butler United Methodist Church Use of Butler Park for the Cross Walk on Friday, April 3 

2015 and for the Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on April 5, 2015.    

This is a yearly request, Chief Chimento has been apprised and found no problems with this, the 

Mayor and Council approved this usage.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-17 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath  

 

* 2015-18 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

 

* 2015-19 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

* 2015-20 Authorizing the Purchase of a 4 x 4 Vehicle for the Electric Department 

from the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Reappointments –  

Board of Health – 5 year Appointments 

Jennifer Jeski 

Larry Donargo 

 

Moved: McNear       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath  

 

Reappointment of Mark Roche to the Planning Board for a Four-Year Term 

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath  

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:43 p.m. 

 

Adopted: March 17, 2015 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: March 17, 2015 
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