
MINUTES OF:    COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:    OCTOBER 21, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:    7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.    1 

 

 

The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag led by Boy Scouts from Butler and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis Councilman Raymond Verdonik, and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Mayor Alviene introduced and thanked all the dignitaries in attendance for the Swearing in 

Ceremony for Chief Ciro Chimento and Lieutenant Scott Ricker of the Butler Police Department.  

Those dignitaries in attendance were: 

 

Morris County Prosecutor Frederic Knapp, Sheriff Ed Rochford, Douglas Scheer, President of 

the Morris County Police Chiefs Association, William Schiavella, Morris County Prosecutor’s 

Office (Retired), Chief Brian Spring, Pequannock, Edward Card, Retired Chief (Butler), Chief 

Joseph Borell, Bloomingdale, Chief John Schwartz, Kinnelon, Phil DiGavero, Morris County 

Sheriff’s Office, Bureau Chief, Chief Pasquale Libertini, Mendham Borough and Freeholder 

Hank Lyons.  

 

Sheriff Edward Rochford administered the Oath of Office to Chief Chimento, complementing 

the Borough of Butler for choosing such a fine person as Police Chief.   

 

Sheriff Edward Rochford administered the Oath of Office to Lieutenant Ricker, and 

congratulating him for his achievement.   

 

Mayor Alviene thanked all the members of the Butler Police Department for attending the 

swearing in ceremony, noting the unity within the Department.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

September 16, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   
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MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Daniel Mercolo, 121 Boonton Avenue is a resident of Butler Arms on Boonton Avenue he 

asked that the overnight parking restrictions be relaxed, as currently there are 51 parking spaces 

available and he feels based on the current standards there should be 54 spaces, for 30 

apartments.  He noted that he used the New Jersey RSI standards to make this determination; it 

states that you must have 1.8 spaces available for every apartment.  Mr. Oostdyk noted that when 

the plans were approved for this development the requirements may have been different, you 

would need to look at the site plans to determine what the standards were.  Mayor Alviene 

responded that while the Mayor and Council understand his issue, it cannot be relaxed in just one 

area, it would need to be done town wide and that would create problems with plowing.  The 

Mayor and Council will review it but he does not want to give Mr. Mercolo false hope that the 

ordinance will be amended.  Mayor Alviene asked that the Clerk provide Mr. Mercolo with 

updates.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

 

Discussion of Waste Removal Bids 

Mr. Lampmann explained that six bid packages were picked up however, only one bid was 

received.  He provided the Mayor and Council with a summary of all options included in the bid, 

noting which is the most advantageous for the Borough; the renewal costs show the cost for one 

trash pickup a week during the winter and two during the summer is the same as two trash 

pickups year round.  The new contract would cover single stream recycling, which is a mixture 

of paper, plastic, bottles and cans all in one container; this will make recycling easier for the 

residents, as they will not have to separate.  In drafting the contract specifications Mr. 

Lampmann noted that he requested that yard waste pickup begin two weeks earlier to 

accommodate the residents.  He also noted that the rates are better for a three-year contract as 

opposed to a five-year contract with the increase being approximately $57,000.  The Mayor and 

Council concurred that they will go with the option of garbage pickup twice weekly, single 

stream recycling weekly and yard waste weekly from mid-April through mid-December.  

Councilman Verdonik commended Mr. Lampmann on the bid specifications as they covered all 

the available options.   

 

Discussion of Best Practices  

Council President Vath explained that this is required by the State of New Jersey on a yearly 

basis, it is used to determine yearly state aid.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the questions 

change on a yearly basis, for example this year the emphasis was on creating a flood instruction 

program. The Borough does not have enough residents in the flood zone for it to be 

advantageous to certify an employee and maintain that certification.   
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that the Borough expenses are on track, 

however, with the Department of Environmental Protection “DEP” mandating 24-hour coverage 

at the Water Plant overtime expenditures have substantially increased.  At this time no additional 

funding is required in that account, should the overtime continue transfer of funding would be 

required to cover the expenditures, he also noted that Mr. Lampmann has reached out to the DEP 

to inquire when the 24-hour coverage can end, he is awaiting a response.  Police overtime has 

increased due to vacancies in the department that will be filled by our cadets currently in the 

Morris County Public Safety Training Academy.  2015 Budget meetings will begin in December, 

and on another note, the cost of bulk rock salt was scheduled to be increase on October 15, by 

approximately $12.00 per ton, Mr. Lampmann purchased the salt in advance, it should be enough 

to cover the 2014-2015 winter season.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted the application for aid for Morse Avenue paving was 

completed and submitted, we are currently waiting for a response.  Currently, the Borough is 

performing pothole repairs, while preparing for the upcoming winter season.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department noting that they had responded to seven 

emergency calls, several drills have been conducted  including a multi-agency drill at the Butler 

Senior Complex, they inspected Saint Anthony’s to familiarize the firefighters with the layout of 

the building in the event of an emergency.  The Butler Fire Department is preparing for the 

Halloween celebration, this is done yearly and it continues to grow in attendance.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on the Water Department has begun routine semiyearly 

maintenance on the filters.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, all main circuits and laterals have been 

addressed, tree trimming continues, inventory is adequate and all vehicles have been serviced for 

use during the winter months.  Repairs where required were made in Butler, Kinnelon and 

Bloomingdale.  The Electric Utility Employees attended mandatory training for hearing 

conservation, blood borne pathogens and fall protection.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, 

all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.     

 

Councilman McNear reporting that Child Health Services saw eleven children and nine adult 

immunizations were conducted.  The Flu Clinic for Butler residents was held on October 9, 2014 

approximately 80 residents were vaccinated.  There is an additional flu clinic being held on 

October 30, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Rockaway Township Municipal Building, 65 Mount 

Hope Road, Rockaway, please call the Borough of Butler Health Department for further 

information.  The Rockaway Township Board of Health is sponsoring a program that is open to 

Butler residents called “We are What We Eat, Superfoods to Improve Your Health” on 

Wednesday October 29, 6:30 to 7:30 at the Rockaway Township Public Library.   
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Tax Collectors Report – September 2014 – $189,200.95     

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2014 – $2,541,533.77  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-98 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-98 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2014-13 Ordinance Establishing a Salary Range for Municipal Employees 

Introduced: September 16, 2014 

Advertised: September 21, 2014  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a council member so requests, in which case the item will be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

Councilman Regis moved the approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilman Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2014-99 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

 

* 2014-100 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. Lampmann noted that he had an addition to the agenda regarding a prior request from 2005-

2006 for development of Block 58, Lots 2 &3 on Route 23. The request at that time was for the 

installation of a Borough street up the easterly side of the location, due to Department of 

Transportation requirements, for a secondary access road other than straight to the highway, 

although this road will direct traffic to the highway.  He received a request for reaffirmation by 

the Mayor and Council that they agree regarding the construction of the street in accordance with 

Borough standards and approval by the Borough Engineer that the Borough will take the street 

over once it is complete.  The letter will state that the street will not connect to Ridge Road and 

Summit Avenue in the rear, there will be no entrance from the highway to that neighborhood.  It 

would run approximately 270 to 300 feet from the highway along the back of the property.  The 

proposed street would go back to Ridge Road and Summit Avenue as a fire access road if 

necessary; installation of the road would be by the developer.  They have also agreed to assist 

with a water problem in that location; they would complete the water-piping loop in the area out 

onto the highway.  Mr. Lampmann will prepare a letter for the developer to present to the 

Department of Transportation of the Borough’s agreement.  The Mayor and Council may set the 

conditions for acceptance of this property.   

 

Ms. O’Keefe provided an update from Congressman Frelinghuysen’s office regarding a 

procurement of a piece of steel from the World Trade Center for a monument, the process is 

ongoing, and updates will be provided when received.    

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

Adjournment: 7:57 p.m. 
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Adopted: December 16, 2014  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: December 16, 2014 
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