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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin 

Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: C. Woods, from the office of the Borough Attorney, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial 

Officer, and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

July 17, 2013 Regular Meeting  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Council President Vath. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reporting on finance noted that on the agenda this evening are two appropriating 

ordinances one allocating funds for improvements to the museum, and the other for the purchase of two 

DPW trucks, a dump truck and a pick-up truck for the DPW Supervisor.  He currently drives a utility 

truck that will return to the fleet when the new vehicle arrives.  Regarding the 2013 budget revenue and 

expenses are all on track for the year.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads the Borough took an aggressive approach this year, several roads 

were paved this year including Scott Street, Lafayette Avenue, Lundy Terrace, along with Reardon Court, 

Notchwood Road, Hiller Court, H.J. Matthews, Jr. Court and Lakeside Avenue.  The remaining roads be 

paved are Struble Avenue, Sanders Place, Ogden Place and Rodda Street, which will be done when the 

contractor returns from a previously scheduled project.    

 

Councilman Regis reports that it has been a quiet summer thus far.    

 

Councilman Verdonik noted that water and wastewater have been quiet; therefore, he will use his time 

to speak on the project planned by the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority as they are 

preparing their budget.  The latest undertaking will be a large replacement project of a trunk line that 

traverses most of Butler from Boonton Avenue near Kinnelon past Brook Street and going under the 

railroad tracks.  This will alleviate some of the issues that we have been experiencing with Infiltration and 
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Inflow while remaining under the mandated 2% budget increase.  The Two Bridges Sewerage Authority 

has proposed a budget that is within the 2% State of New Jersey mandate.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, the capacitator bank installation is complete, all 

testing done and banks are operational.  Various voltage complaints were addressed throughout the 

system, upgrades complete; poll replacement in the “Swamp Area” of Kinnelon is complete.  A 

transformer bank was upgraded for a customer on Main Street; crews were busy installing new service for 

the Avalon Bay apartment complex on Union Avenue in Bloomingdale.  All repairs and various upgrades 

were completed, meters read, and recorded for the month.   

 

Councilman McNear noted that the Board of Health does not meet during the summer, so he has no 

report.  Mayor Alviene asked Councilman McNear to check into the flu shot availability; he has seen 

advertisements for the flu vaccine and thought that it was early.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – July 2013 – $1,511, 905.09  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2013 – $3,207, 447.10  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2013-77 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2013-77 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from TriBoro First Aid Squad for permission to place sings around the Borough to 

advertise their Tricky Tray on November 1, 2013 

The Council approved the request for the period two weeks prior to the event, signs must not block line of 

sight or right of way, additionally, they must be removed after the event.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2013-15 APPROPRIATING $227,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE BUTLER MUSEUM 

Public Hearing September 17, 2013 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2013-16 APPROPRIATING $105,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK AND A 

PICK-UP TRUCK FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Public Hearing September 17, 2013 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       AUGUST 20, 2013 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        3 

 

 
RESOLUTION(S) 

R 2013-78 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE  

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2013-78 approved 

 

R 2013-79 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2013-79 approved 

 

R 2013-80 RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO S-2823 AND A-4327 REQUIRING THE 

ACCEPTANCE OF WRITTEN COMMENTS ON APPLICATIONS BEFORE MUNICIPAL 

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARDS  
Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2013-80 approved. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Ken Montanye, 8 Northwestern Avenue  

Mr. Montanye requested a list as to what work on the Museum is included in the grant, broken down by 

item.  Mayor Alviene and Councilman Fox noted that Ms. Spranzani and Mr. Lampmann have that 

information.  Mr. Kozimor explained that a detailed list of items would be on the grant application, he 

would check on this.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Vath       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 7:16 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 20, 2013  

        
 

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: August 20, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

Ordinance 2013-15 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$227,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE BUTLER 

MUSEUM FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL – 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND AND THE 

MORRIS COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

TRUST FUND. 

 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, County of 

Morris and the State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The funding for the improvements to the Butler Museum is hereby authorized 

with a cost not to exceed $227,000, which sum is hereby appropriated for this purpose  

 

SECTION 2. The total amount of $227,000 for said improvements is hereby appropriated from 

the following funds: 

 

  

General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund – $45,400 

 

Morris County Historic Preservation Trust Fund – $181,600 

 

 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage as provided by law. 

 

 

Adopted: September 17, 2013 

         
___________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

Ordinance 2013-16 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$105,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK 

AND A PICK-UP TRUCK FOR THE DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC WORKS FROM THE WATER UTILITY 

CAPITAL - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND AND 

THE GENERAL CAPITAL – CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, County of Morris and 

the State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The funding for the purchase of a dump truck and a pick-up truck is hereby 

authorized with a cost not to exceed $105,000, which sum is hereby appropriated for this purpose  

 

SECTION 2. The total amount of $105,000 for said purchases is hereby appropriated from the 

following funds: 

 

Water Utility Capital - Capital Improvement Fund – $40,000 

 

General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund – $65,000 

 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage as provided by law. 

 

 

Adopted: September 17, 2013 

 

         

 
___________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-80 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER OPPOSING SENATE BILL 2823 

AND ASSEMBLY BILL 4327 ALLOWING THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN PUBLIC 

COMMENT ON APPLICATIONS BEFORE MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND ZONING 

BOARDS 

 

 WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced to reform the current rules regarding 

testimony before planning and zoning boards, requiring the acceptance of written comments and 

to make these comments available for review by members and applicants prior to the hearing on 

pending applications; and  

 

 WHEREAS, currently Municipal Planning and Zoning Boards are a self-governing body 

in as far as rules for testimony regarding hearings before them, including the requirement that 

people express their comments in person; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler are in agreement with the 

section of the legislation requiring detailed procedures for comments required to be posted on the 

municipality’s website or the rules be provided in written form if no website exists concerning 

rules and detailing procedures for members of the public to provide comments to the board; and  

 

 WHEREAS, currently Municipal Planning and Zoning Boards are a self governing body 

regarding rules of procedure for testimony, passage of this legislation would negate that self 

governance while creating additional responsibilities for the secretary to the Boards; and  

 

 WHEREAS, this legislation would allow written comments be delivered to the 

municipal agency in person, by the Postal Service, facsimile or electronic mail, no later than 

seven calendar days prior to the hearing, these comments would be provided to each member of 

the board and to the applicant by the Board Secretary, if the applicant has a response to the 

comments this must be provided to board members no later than two calendar days prior to the 

hearing; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as a cost saving measure to taxpayers, many municipal planning and zoning 

offices are no longer staffed on a full time basis, this legislation would create the need for 

expanded hours at an additional cost as the time frame for submission as noted in this legislation 

would require the presence of staff to accept and forward this information to the applicant and 

planning board members along with any response from the applicant; and  

 

WHEREAS, these comments would then become part of the official record and would 

be used in considering the final decision of the board, while negating the ability to question the 

objector or supporter.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Butler does hereby oppose the passage of this legislation, as currently written, as it would 
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increase costs to the taxpayers with the requirement that staffing be available for receipt of any 

written comments or responses.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this duly adopted resolution be 

forwarded to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Senator Loretta Weinberg, Senator Kevin 

Oroho, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, Assemblyman Parker Space and Assemblywoman 

Allison Littell McHose, the legislators of the 26
th

 legislative district, Governor Chris Christie, the 

New Jersey State League of Municipalities and the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New 

Jersey. 

 

 

Adopted: August 20, 2013 

 

  
 _____________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

 
 


