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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

Absent: Councilman Stephen Regis 

 

Motion to excuse Councilman Regis absence 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

ALSO, PRESENT: C. Woods representing the Office of the Borough Attorney, Mr. Lampmann Borough 

Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

PRESENTATION: Mayor Alviene presented a certificate of appreciation to Warren Frerichs who 

recently stepped down from the Borough of Butler Planning Board for his years of service to the 

community.  The Mayor and Borough Council wished Mr. Frerichs well in his future endeavors. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

February 19, 2013 Regular Meeting and March 5, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath noted the 2013 budget will be introduced this evening the budget is 

$10,492,530.00 which is an increase of just slightly under 2%.  He wanted to thank all the department 

heads who put forth a lot of time and effort to bring the budget in under the cap with no reduction in 

services to the community.  The tax increase is 1.8¢ per $100.00 assessed, which is approximately 45.33 

on an average house assessed at $251,793, which is well within the 2% CAP.   
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Councilman Fox noted that pothole repair would take precedence over any other roadwork.  Councilman 

Fox reporting on Public Safety on behalf of Councilman Regis noted that there are two members of the 

Butler Fire Department currently enrolled in Firefighter 1 at the Morris County Public Safety Academy; 

additionally two members have completed Fire Police certification.   

 

Councilman McNear reported the following from the Board of Health meeting held on February 27, 

2013, one home visit and two children were seen as a part of the Borough’s child health services, vaccines 

were ordered for the children’s health program.  A planning meeting for annual programs and events was 

held the calendar should be available at the next Board of Health meeting.   

 

Councilman Meier reported the Automated Meter Reading system installation is ongoing, 24 capacitor 

banks were delivered, and storm damage repairs continued.  Existing fiberglass poles in Kinnelon were 

replaced with wooden poles for ease of access and repair.  Supplies and parts stock are replenished to pre-

storm standards.  A new 500-kVA transformer was installed in Riverdale for a new tenant and customer 

in Riverdale Square.  

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that a water main break occurred on Hamburg Turnpike, repairs are 

complete; the sewer-lining project currently on Main and Arch Streets is approximately 90% complete 

and will be closed out.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2013 – $3,426,893.09 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2013 – $2,797,935.05  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2013-25 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-25 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution 13-2-14 Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority for a Refund of Net 

Assets  

Councilman Verdonik explained that debt restructuring occurred, along with some cost cutting measures 

resulting in a onetime refund to the member municipalities.   

 

E-mail from Shelli Taggart regarding waiving solicitor permit fees for Butler Day  

Discussion ensued regarding costs to be incurred by the Borough; they will be approximately $8,000 to 

$10,000 for Police, Department of Public Works, along with the Health inspector from Rockaway, as this 

is not a normal business day.  The projected costs do not include the cost of fireworks, which would 

increase costs to the Borough.  A poll of the Borough Council was conducted with the decision being not 

to waive solicitor permit fees.    
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2013-2 CALENDAR YEAR 2013 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14) 

Public Hearing April 16, 2013 

Mr. Kozimor explained the purpose of this ordinance. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: Regis 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2013-1 AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM THE VACATION OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST IN A 

PORTION OF MARION AVENUE 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance and this ordinance only: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for and was shown the location of the property on a map of the 

area.    

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Absent: Regis 

Ordinance 2013-1 approved. 

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

The Borough Clerk requested R 2013-26 and R 2013-27 be approved by the same motion.  

 

R 2013-26 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-26 approved 

 

R 2013-27 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-27 approved 
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R 2013-28 RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OPPOSING THE ADOPTION OF A-

1196 AND S-1178 WHICH WOULD PLACE THE BURDEN OF PROOF ON GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEES TO ESTABLISH THAT AN INJURY OR ILLNESS WAS NOT WORK RELATED  

Moved: McNear       Second: Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-28 approved 

 

R 2013-29 TRANSFER RESOLUTION  

Mr. Kozimor explained that this resolution transfers appropriations and will finalize the 2012 budget 

expenditures.   

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-29 approved 

 

R-2013-30 2013 MUNICIPAL BUDGET  

Mr. Kozimor noted that Council President Vath had provided an overview of the 2013 Municipal Budget 

earlier, should anyone have any questions please contact Mr. Kozimor.   

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-30 approved 

 

R 2013-31 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SELF EXAMINATION OF THE MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET 

Mr. Kozimor explained that the State of New Jersey permits municipalities to adopt their budget without 

formal review by the State every two out of three years, as long as all financial documents are in order 

such as audits, grants, etc.   

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-31 approved 

 

Mr. Lampmann reminded the Mayor and Council to bring their budgets to the April 16, 2013 

meeting, for the public hearing.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public for discussion on any subject.   
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned the purpose of Ordinance 2013-2 does this allow monies to 

be expended over the 2% CAP.  Is the Borough actively pursuing additional shared services, and if so 

what are they.  Mr. Lampmann and Mr. Kozimor explained that this does not mean the money would be 

spent and or borrowed, this grants the municipality the ability to use it if needed.  Mr. Kozimor asked that 

Mr. Norman come in and go over the budget with him.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough is 

currently in negotiation for three more shared services; however, he may not discuss them due to the 

negotiations.  Councilman Verdonik explained that the Borough actively pursues additional shared 

services and has since before they became popular.   

 

Warren Frerichs, 6 Harold J. Mathews Court wanted to commend the Mayor and Council on how 

well the Borough runs along with the provision of services. 

 

Prior to the close of the Public Portion Mr. Lampmann noted for the record that the Borough has received 

an $80,000 Community Development Block Grant, for the Carey Avenue Water Main.  The grant is the 

maximum amount and Butler is the only municipality to receive the full award, the Council thanked Mr. 

Lampmann for his hard work in attaining the maximum grant amount.  

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward recommended this public portion of the meeting be 

closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

Adopted: April 16, 2013  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 16, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-2 

 

CALENDAR YEAR 2013 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government CAP law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides that 

in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 

2.0% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized 

by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and 

the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two 

succeeding years; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris 

finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2013 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous 

year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 1.5% increase in the budget 

for said year, amounting to $104,475 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise 

permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized 

hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception 

to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Butler, in the County of Morris, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing 

body affirmatively concurring, that in the CY 2013 budget year, the final appropriations of the 

Borough of Butler shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A.40A 4-45.14, be 

increased by 3.5%, amounting to $243,776 and that the CY 2013 municipal budget for the 

Borough of Butler be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be 

filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of 

introduction; and, 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, 

with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days of such 

adoption. 

 

Introduced: March 19, 2013  

 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

Dated: March 19, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. R 2013-28 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

OPPOSING THE ADOPTION OF ASSEMBLY NO. 1196 AND SENATE NO. 1178 WHICH 

WOULD PLACE THE BURDEN OF PROOF ON GOVERNMENT EMPLOYERS TO 

ESTABLISH THAT AN INJURY OR ILLNESS WAS NOT WORK RELATED 

 

 WHEREAS, Public safety employees and volunteers should be adequately compensated for on-

duty accidents and illnesses; and 

 WHEREAS, New Jersey’s current Workers’ Compensation law is already one of the broadest in 

the country; and 

 WHEREAS, Assembly, No. 1196 and Senate No. 1178, as currently drafted, will make it almost 

impossible to contest claims from injuries and illnesses caused off-the-job; and 

 WHEREAS, this bill places the burden of proof on governmental employers to establish that an 

injury or an illness, such as cancer, heart attack or hyper tension did not occur on the job; and  

 WHEREAS, the actuary for the Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund (MEL) has 

estimated that Assembly, No. 1196 and Senate No. 1178 could easily double municipal Workers’ 

Compensation expense of $400 million per year; and 

 WHEREAS, the MEL and the League of Municipalities have offered to meet with the supporters 

of this legislation to develop less expensive ways of improving the compensation of first responders; and  

 WHEREAS, while the governing body recognizes and applauds the bravery and service of our 

public safety employees and volunteer first responders, it is vital that the State of New Jersey balances the 

need to compensate those with work related injuries and illnesses and the significant financial burdens 

placed on municipalities and taxpayers. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in 

the County of Morris and State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The governing body urges the Legislature to reject Assembly No. 1196 and Senate No. 

1178 and respectfully requests that the supporters of this Legislation work with the MEL 

and League of Municipalities to develop less expensive ways to improve compensation to 

first responders. 

2. That certified copies of this resolution be provided to Governor Chris Christie, Assembly 

Speaker Sheila Oliver, Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, and the legislators of the 

26
th
 legislative district, the Executive Director of the New Jersey State League of 

Municipalities, the Morris County League of Municipalities and all Morris County 

Municipalities 

 

Adopted: March 19, 2013   
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       _________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
______________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

 

Dated: March 19, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

TRANSFER RESOLUTION R2013-29 
 

WHEREAS, transfers are permitted between Reserve Budget Appropriations 

during the first three months of the fiscal year: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris, 

New Jersey, that transfers between 2012 Reserve Budget Appropriations be made as follows:  

 

 Current Fund 

  Title    From   To 

   Police S&W   $9,375 

   Finance OE     $75 

   Tax Collector OE    $2,300 

   Legal Services     $100 

   Planning Board OE    $25 

   Emergency Management S&W   $125 

   Health Department OE    $100 

   Recreation OE     $325 

   Gasoline     $6,200 

 Bloomingdale Water OE   $125 

  Total Current Fund   $9,375  $9,375 

  

 Water Utility 

   Title    From   To 

   Administration OE  $3,675      

   Operating S&W     $675 

   Operating OE     $2,000 

   Dispatch S&W     $1,000    

  Total Water Utility  $3,675  $3,675 
 

 Electric Utility 

 

   Title    From  To 

   Purchased Power  $106,925     

   Administration OE    $16,000 

   Operating S&W     $19,000 

   Operating OE     $70,000 

   Dispatch S&W     $1,925 

   Total Electric Utility  $106,925 $106,925 
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Adopted: March 19, 2013   

          
     _________________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
______________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

 

Dated: March 19, 2013 
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