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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

Absent: Councilman Stephen Regis 

 

Motion to excuse Councilman Regis absence 

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

ALSO, PRESENT: M. Murphy, Borough Attorney, Mr. Lampmann Borough Administrator and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

PRESENTATION: Mayor Alviene noted that in our audience tonight are two distinguished 

individuals who are retiring from the Borough of Butler Planning Board after many years of 

service and dedication to the community.  It is only appropriate that we honor both of these 

individuals with a small token of appreciation.  Mayor Alviene announced Ed Dwyer and noted 

that the plaque being presented to him was for his years of dedicated service, devotion, and 

commitment as both a member and Board Secretary from 1999 through 2012.  He thanked him 

for his service to the community and noted that he would miss his presence at the Planning 

Board meetings.  The other honoree is Dewayne Davenport who has been a member from 1988 

through 2012; he has served as a member, Vice Chair and Chair and he has shown commitment 

and devotion to his position and the residents of the Borough of Butler.  Mayor Alviene noted 

that between these two men, there is a wealth of knowledge and it is great that they will both be 

remaining in Butler.  The Mayor and Borough Council along with the members of the Planning 

Board and Paul Darmofalski, Borough Engineer expressed their gratitude for the years of service 

both Ed and Dewayne have provided, and wish them well in their retirement from public service.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

January 2, 2013 Reorganization Meeting and Council Workshop Meeting. 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Abstain: McNear and Verdonik 

Minutes approved.   
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January 15, 2013 Regular Meeting. 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Minutes Approved. 

 

February 5, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Minutes Approved.   

 

At this time, Mayor Alviene suspended the normal order of business to allow a short 

presentation from two members of the Recreation Commission regarding Butler Day 2013.  

 

Correspondence from the Butler Recreation commission regarding Butler Day 2013 

Shelly Taggart and Robert Soules of Butler Recreation are here this evening to present the 

Mayor and Council with an outline for an event called “Butler Day” scheduled for May 25, 2013 

with a rain date of May 26, 2013.  The event would begin at approximately 12:00 p.m. and 

culminate with fireworks at the Butler High School Athletic Field.  They have contacted 

Superintendent Cardinale and other groups in the Borough, regarding this event.  They would 

like to do a more formal presentation for the Mayor and Council at the March 5, 2013 workshop 

meeting, noting that by that time they should have more details as far as costs, vendors, etc.  

Their goal is to have the event at no cost to the Borough, with sponsors paying for all costs 

incurred, however, should that not occur, then they would use money that they have earmarked 

for a fireworks display.  Mr. Lampmann noted that Ms. Taggart and Mr. Soules are here this 

evening to ascertain the Council’s opinion on this, which will help determine if they should 

move forward.  The Council had the following concerns:  

 

Councilman Verdonik had questions regarding track usage, as the condition of the track could be 

affected.  

 

Councilman Fox inquired about the impact of the fireworks and the canisters on the fields.   

 

Mayor Alviene asked what sort of vendor is being looked at to participate, along with their 

location, as the equipment is heavy.    

 

Councilman Meier suggested that vendors be set up in front of Richard Butler School, which 

would be midpoint.   

 

Council President Vath inquired as to when the meeting with the Board of Education would take 

place because the Board will define what can and cannot be done. 
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Ms. Taggart asked for any suggestions regarding this event, as they are open to all suggestions 

and new ideas.  They stated they would like to limit the food vendors to one per food type.  The 

consensus of the Council was to go forward with the planning and to present a more detailed 

proposal to the Mayor and Council at the March 5, 2013 meeting.  Mr. Lampmann asked that all 

documents for the March 5, presentation to the Council be forwarded to either the Borough Clerk 

or himself no later than Thursday, February 28, 2013.   

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way stated he had read in the Suburban Trends back in December 

that Pequannock was looking to offer their residents a discount on their property taxes if they 

shopped locally, he recalled that this project was being utilized in another New Jersey 

community.  Mr. Norman will do some research and provide the information to the Mayor and 

Council.  Mr. Norman wanted to know what could be done to have Boonton Avenue put on the 

list to be paved.  Mr. Lampmann stated that the paving project is approximately two years away, 

as Morris County has requested to be notified of any improvements that are required, which is 

typically done approximately two years prior to the commencement of road paving and/or 

reconstruction.   

 

Seeing no one else from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to 

close this public portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath noted the various Committees have met with the department heads 

regarding the 2013 budget.  The budget requests are in line with Mr. Kozimor’s projections.  

According to Mr. Kozimor, he sees no problem staying within the 2% CAP.  Mr. Kozimor would 

like to present a draft budget at the March 5, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting.   

 

Councilman Fox noted weather has necessitated the repaving project involving Scott Street and 

part of Lafayette Avenue be carried over to the spring, once the budget is complete roads will be 

chosen for repaving this year.   

 

Councilman McNear reported that the Board of Health meeting was held on January 23, 2013; 

as the Borough has transitioned to the Rockaway Township Health Department he has been 

impressed with their service thus far and indicated that they have several programs planned.  A 

child health clinic was held with 4 children in attendance, three calls were received for flu shots.    

 

Councilman Meier the Electric Utility is continuing cleanup efforts in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Sandy; they are also addressing the temporary fixes along with service complaints.  

Various problems were addressed; new poles were installed replacing damaged ones.  The 

Electric Utility is halfway through the changeover to the AMR system, a training session will be  
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held on February 25 and 26, for the next piece to be installed.  The approximate completion date 

for installation is mid April at the latest.   

 

Councilman Verdonik noted that regarding water and wastewater there were no water main 

breaks, with the extreme cold weather that is usually when breaks occur.  A water and 

wastewater budget meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 20, 2013.  He noted that the 

Museum has begun to bring the items back in and they are looking into the purchase of display 

cabinets.  The tentative opening date would be sometime in the fall.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – January 2013 – $2,377,613.57 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2013 – $2,115,709.25  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2013-19 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-19 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Butler United Methodist Church Use of Butler Park for the Cross Walk on March 29 2013 

and Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on March 31, 2013 

Mayor Alviene noted that this is a yearly event and in the past no problems have occurred, the 

Council approved this request, pending receipt of insurance information. 

 

E-mail from Christine Argenio regarding snow removal on Richard and Myrtle Avenue.  

 

E-mail from Karen Bizup regarding snow removal on Morse Avenue. 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained there is no recourse regarding Ms. Argenios’ request for 

reimbursement for her sidewalks.  The Council concurred noting that during a snowstorm, all 

homeowners are affected and this would be a bad precedent to set.   

 

Correspondence from the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey on the Butler 

Police Department having a perfect score on the procedure to file a complaint against an 

officer. 

 

The Mayor and Council asked that Captain Chimento attend a Borough Council meeting so they 

may formally thank him for his professionalism in representing the Borough of Butler.   

 

Additionally, the Mayor would like to thank All State Oil Recovery of West Milford for their 

assistance during Hurricane Sandy recovery efforts.   
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2013-1 AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM THE VACATION OF THE PUBLIC 

INTEREST IN A PORTION OF MARION AVENUE 

Public Hearing March 19, 2013 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: Verdonik 

Absent: Regis 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

The Borough Clerk requested R 2013-20 and R 2013-21 be approved by the same motion.  

 

R 2013-20 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved:  Fox        Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-20 approved 

 

R 2013-21 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved:  Fox        Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-21 approved 

 

R 2013-22 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

AGREEMENT WITH WILSON & WILSON FOR ELECTRIC UTILITY CONSULTING 

SERVICES 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that we consult with this firm on projects or portions of a project that 

are beyond our scope of expertise. 

Moved:  Meier        Second: Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-22 approved 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        6 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

   Janel Zuffi – Recreation commission – Five Year Term  

 

The Mayor approved this appointment. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public for discussion on any subject.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked if the AMR system would be installed in Bloomingdale 

and Kinnelon, and how the cost of the new meters would be distributed amongst the 

municipalities.  Additionally, what is the status of the sales of the two police cars and the two 

electric utility vehicles in the rear parking lot; and what point are budget preparations at and is 

the library budget included.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the funding for the AMR system 

comes out of the Electric Utility; regarding the vehicles an auction will be scheduled as sales to 

an individual cannot take place without an auction.  Regarding the budget, we will come in under 

the 2% CAP; however, certain line items are outside of the CAP.  The library budget is done by a 

state mandated calculation which is a based on the assessed value of property in the municipality, 

the library budget is part of the municipal tax rate, even though it is broken down on the tax bill, 

it is included in the yearly property tax bill.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

Adjournment: 7:57 p.m. 
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Adopted: March 19, 2013  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 19, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013 - 1 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO CONFIRM THE VACATION OF THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST IN A PORTION OF MARION AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, a portion of Marion Avenue is shown on the Tax Map of the Borough 

of Butler; and 

 WHEREAS, Marion Avenue is shown on a certain Map entitled "Kikeout Lake & 

Development Co., Butler, Morris County, N.J.", filed in the Morris County Clerk's Office 

on June 14, 1927 as Map No. 776 and dedicated as a public right-of-way on said Map; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the portion of Marion Avenue was vacated by Ordinance adopted on 

May 16, 1950 and published on May 18, 1950 in the Butler Argus which Ordinance was 

never recorded with the Morris County Clerk; and 

 WHEREAS, the failure to have recorded the vacation necessitates the re-

adoption of an Ordinance to Vacate as the Borough of Butler continues to determine 

that the public interest requires the vacation of a portion of Marion Avenue. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Butler, in the County of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. The vacation of a portion of Marion Avenue as described in the 

attached description prepared by DMC Associates, Inc. dated February 2, 2013 and 

attached hereto is hereby confirmed and any public interest therein be and the same is 

hereby released and vacated. 
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 Section 2. The vacation of the above-described property shall in no way effect 

any private rights which may exist at the time of passage and adoption of this 

Ordinance. 

 Section 3. That pursuant to law, all rights and privileges possessed by any 

public utility are hereby reserved and exempted from the effects of this Ordinance. 

 Section 4. That a copy of this Ordinance shall be forwarded by the Borough 

Clerk together with a certified copy of the proof of publication thereof to the proper 

County office according to law. 

 Section 5. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or 

provisions of this Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 6. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 Section 7. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage 

and publication in the manner provided by law. 

        Adopted this _19th _ day of 
        February 2013. 
 
 

     
              
Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2013-22 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH WILSON & WILSON, LLC 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler has a need to acquire Electric Utility Consulting Services as a 

professional service without obtaining competitive bids or quotations pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CMFO has determined and certified in writing that the value of the acquisition may 

exceed $17,500; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the term of this contract is one year; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Treasurer has certified that funds are available for this purpose and the funds will be 

encumbered by purchase order on an as needed basis in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5;30-5.4; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Wilson& Wilson, LLC has submitted a proposal indicating they will provide the services as 

follows: 

 

Hourly Rate of $150.00 

 

 WHEREAS, Wilson & Wilson, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification which certifies that they have not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate 

committee in the Borough of Butler in the previous one year period and that the contract will prohibit any reportable 

contributions through the term of the contract;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Butler authorizes 

the Mayor and Borough Clerk to enter into a contract with Wilson & Wilson, LLC as described herein; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of 

Value to be placed on file with the resolution; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed in once in the legal newspaper 

of the Borough of Butler. 

 

Adopted: February 19, 2013 

         
        _____________________________ 

        Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
__________________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

February 19, 2013 

 


