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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President 

Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

September 18, 2012 Council Regular Meeting and October 2, 2012 Council Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Vath meeting of September 18, 2012  

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Bob Norman 31 Cascade Way was present this evening to ask when the work will be completed on 

the roadway in the area around the filter plant, as the construction has left a large lip for traffic to 

pass over.  Additionally, what is the status of the rezoning of Argonne Woods.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that the work in this area a water main replacement is not complete the expectation is that 

the installation and road repair work should be completed by October 19.  Regarding the zoning 

change of Argonne Woods, there is no movement at this time; it is up to the developer to choose 

what path he will take.  Mr. Norman was also informed that there would be a public hearing prior to 

passage of the ordinance, however, only those property owners within 200 feet of the property would 

be notified in writing, if that is the route taken, Councilman Fox noted that regardless of the route 

taken many approvals required, which could take approximately one year.   

 

Ken Montanye, 5 North Western Avenue asked when the installation of the replacement fire 

hydrants will begin as they are now in stock.  Also, why was the electronic sign the Police 

department purchased not used during the flooding situation on Hamburg Turnpike, he also 

questioned the current location by the Police Department as possibly blocking a means of egress.  

What is the status of the Cablevision hearing and finally he questioned tree trimming on North 

Western Avenue taking approximately five days, when in the past he stated it had taken six weeks for 

removal.  Councilman Verdonik noted the fire hydrants will be replaced when the water main 

installation is complete.  Mr. Lampmann responded as follows: he will have the fire inspector check 

out the location of the sign.  The Cablevision hearing has not occurred due to scheduling conflicts, 

lastly the tree-trimming project took longer due to weather issues, with the actual time spent not 

being a five full days.  Regarding the tree on North Western Avenue this was five years ago, while 
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outside companies were still being utilized for tree removal, estimates were sought from various tree 

companies as such it took time for removal and the tree was not in imminent danger of falling.   

 

Seeing no one else from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close 

this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear a Board of Health meeting was held on September 26, as a reminder 

childhood immunization clinics are held monthly for those families without medical insurance and 

those with insurance that does not cover vaccines; appointments are required.  The child health clinic 

scheduled for July was cancelled due to only one appointment being scheduled.  At the August and 

September child health clinics seven scheduled four patients seen.  Additionally, the Borough has 

begun transitioning between the current health officer in Madison to our new Health Officer, Peter 

Tabbot and Public Health Nurse Janet Hess of the Rockaway Township Health Department, the 

contract begins on January 1, 2013.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, tree trimming is continuing on an ongoing 

basis, currently being done in the Fayson Lakes Area.  AMR Meter replacement is ongoing with the 

current concentration being in Smoke Rise, which will alleviate delayed and or estimated meter 

readings.  New transformers were installed at the Meadtown Shopping Center; fuses were installed 

along the spacer cable in Fayson Lakes that will cut down on outages.  Two lineman Michael Dwyer 

and Brian Spellman retired, they will be missed; best wishes on their retirement.  In Bloomingdale, 

removal of potentially hazardous trees occurred on Glenwild Avenue.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the water main installation on Wagda is almost complete, as 

previously noted, the hydrants have arrived, and installation is scheduled when water main 

installation is complete.   

 

Councilman Regis noted that all maintenance has been completed on the fire trucks.  A police 

committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 22, 2012.    

 

Councilman Fox reported the following roads should be paved on either October 22 or 23  Scott 

Street and Lafayette Street to Cotter Avenue.  The contractor is currently on another job, but will 

proceed when the other job is completed; weather has added additional time to the project.   

 

Council President Vath noted that J. Kozimor has begun 2013 budget preparations.   

 

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2012 – $206,447.65 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2012 – $2,892,949.86  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-84 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-84 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from Anthony Mondello, 36 Powderhorn Drive, Kinnelon regarding property at 136 

Kinnelon Road Kinnelon for connection to Borough of Butler Water and Sewer  

 

Mr. Mondello recently purchased a piece of property that includes approximately three hundred feet 

of roadway that he currently insures might belong to both Butler and Kinnelon, however, a title 

search was unable to find a deed of dedication regarding this stretch of roadway.  Mr. Mondello 

would like to dedicate the road to both boroughs; he would be willing to pay all legal fees regarding 

this dedication of roadway.  Currently four residences use this road to access their property.  Mr. 

Oostdyk explained that roads might be dedicated through usage, historic usage; this is not uncommon 

that there is no formal acceptance it simply is accepted by virtue of continued use.  Mr. Mondello has 

received advice from his professionals that a formal deed of dedication should be drawn up so there 

is a record of the acceptance of this road by the borough.  Mr. Mondello would like to establish a 

connection with the Butler Water and Sewer system for his property.  Councilman Fox asked for 

clarification that the actual location of the property is Kinnelon.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that 

Kinnelon would have to grant permission for the hookup.  Councilman Fox noted for the record that 

we have allocation issues and this would need to be addressed prior to any permission being granted.  

Councilman Verdonik noted that Butler had reached out to Kinnelon for discussion regarding 

allocation issues.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that these issues are separate and one does not hinge on the 

other issue.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2012-14 AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER, CHAPTER 213 (TAXICABS) 

Introduced: September 18, 2012 

Published: September 26, 2012 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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RESOLUTION(S) 

R 2012-85 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-85 approved. 

 

R 2012-86 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-86 approved. 

 

R 2012-87 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-87 approved. 

 

R 2012-88RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE ON A SHARED SERVICE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE FOR CONSTRUCTION 

AND SUBCODE OFFICIALS   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-88 approved. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

None 
 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

At this time, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion on any subject.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had numerous questions regarding tree removal what is the height 

of the new machinery, will this allow the Borough to completely remove trees, who makes the 

determination regarding tree removal.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the new boom truck goes 

approximately seventy-five feet, this allows the Borough to handle many more trees without using an 

outside service, we can take a complete tree down to the stump however, the Borough hires someone 

to grind the stump.  Determination of tree removal in Kinnelon and Bloomingdale is the 

responsibility of those boroughs.  It is only done with their permission; they would also supply all the 

on ground labor as far as debris removal and chipping.  In Butler, Mr. Niosi, DPW, Craig Struble and 
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Jeff Ricker, Butler Electric discuss tree removal with Mr. Lampmann.  Tree service usage has 

decreased dramatically with the purchase of the higher boom truck.   

 

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the meeting 

be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Adjournment: 7:44 p.m. 

 

Adopted:  November 5, 2012 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 5, 2012  
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R2012-88 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  

Signature on Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Bloomingdale to Provide 

Construction and Subcode Officials  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler desires to sign an agreement with the Borough of 

Bloomingdale to provide Construction and Subcode Officials for the term beginning October 16, 

2012 through December 31, 2017; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40:65-1 et 

seq. authorizes municipalities to contract with each other for shared services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, this contract is in compliance N.J.A.C.23 Chapter 5 et seq. (Uniform 

Construction Code); 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve signature 

on the agreement. 

 

 

Adopted: October 16, 2012 

 

       
      _____________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC  

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: October 16, 2012 

 

 


