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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Councilman Sean McNear 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer; 

C. Woods, From the Office of the Borough Attorney; D. Evans and M. Wilson, Nisivoccia, LLP, 

Borough Auditors and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

March 20, 2012 Regular Meeting and April 3, 2012 Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None   

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reported that the 2012 Municipal Budget listed for adoption on tonight’s 

agenda cannot be adopted, the 2012 Municipal Budget is subject to the statutory requirement that 

every third year a budget be reviewed by the State.  Mr. Kozimor confirmed that the State has 

not begun to review the budget yet.  However, the public hearing on the budget will be held this 

evening, adoption of the budget to be carried to May 15, 2012.  If any changes are required to the 

existing budget then an additional public hearing will be held.    

 

Councilman Fox noted that he would like to schedule a meeting of the Roads/Buildings and 

Grounds Committee to discuss potential 2012 projects.  A meeting was scheduled for May 1, 

2012 at 6:15 p.m.  
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Councilman Regis noted that a Public Safety Committee Meeting was held regarding inquiries 

he had received regarding the Fire Chief taking the official vehicle to his job on numerous days, 

after investigation it was determined that he was using the vehicle for various firematic duties.  

The Committee determined the vehicle usage was appropriate for the duties of the Fire Chief.     

 

Councilman Verdonik reported demolition work on filter #3 is complete; work has begun on 

filter number 4. There were no water main breaks however; several sewer backups had occurred 

all were cleared with the jet vac.  Routine flushing on Hamburg Turnpike has begun.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noting a new bucket truck is now in service 

with a sixty-foot boom, with extended reach.  The Utility is committed to ordering heavy-duty 

equipment to increase the longevity of the equipment, which in turn cuts down replacement 

costs.  Updates are complete in Kinnelon on Ridge Trail, with relocation of primary wiring to the 

street for ease of access, additionally; this will cut down on outages.  Poles were replaced in 

Butler, preparation is continuing with the automatic meter reading systems.  In Bloomingdale 

tree trimming is continuing, the installation of a three-phase project on Van Dam is ahead of 

schedule.  Riverdale and West Milford had no reported problems.  All meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent accounts were dealt with in a timely fashion.     

 

Councilman McNear reported on the Board of Health Special meeting that was held, and the 

changes that may or may not be made to the code regarding the Class IV Vendors.  No decision 

has been made as of yet, discussion will continue at the regularly scheduled meeting of April 25, 

2012.  

 

Mayor Alviene noted for the record that four new businesses have opened in town and a fifth is 

on the way. He has met with all the business owners, they are redoing the interiors of these 

businesses, and some have received various incentives from the property owners.     

 

Tax Collectors Report – March 2012 – $184,066.59 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – March 2012 – $2,285,127.73 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-39 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath and Meier. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-39 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation for the Month of May VFW Buddy Poppy Sale  
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Resolution of the Morris County Freeholders Transmitting the Proposed Water Quality 

Management (WQM) Plan Amendment Entitled Draft Sewer Service Area Map for Morris 

County New Jersey 

 

Resolution of the Morris County Freeholders Urging That the New Jersey State Planning 

Commission Delay Adoption of the State Strategic Plan 

 

Letter from Borough of Butler, Superintendent of Schools Cardinale Expressing Thanks for the 

Assistance of J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; Police Chief Edward Card and Police 

Captain Ciro Chimento for Their Assistance in the Regular Operating District Grant and the 

Readiness Emergency Management Grant  

 

Borough of Bloomingdale Resolution in Opposition to S-1452 Reforming the Open Public 

Records Act 

 

Borough of Bloomingdale and Borough of Riverdale Resolutions Urging the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection to Provide Critical Funding on an Emergent Basis to 

Repair the Bascule Flood Gates at the Charlottesburg Dam to Protect the Residents of 

Bloomingdale, Butler, Riverdale, Pequannock and Pompton Lakes.  Resolution to be prepared 

for May 1, 2012 Council Workshop Meeting.   

 

Town of Boonton Resolution Opposing Senate Bills S-1451 and S-1452 

 

Letter from Mayor Purdy of Galloway Township Requesting a Letter in Support of A-2027/S642 

and S380 the Jessica Lunsford Act Imposing Mandatory Sentences of 25 Years to Life for 

Aggravated Sexual Assaults to Minors Under 13.  The Mayor and Council requested that a letter 

in support be prepared and forwarded to the appropriate individuals.   

 

Letter from Mayor Francioli of Hanover Township to Senator Codey Expressing Opposition to 

the New Jersey Residential Foreclosure Transformation Act A-2168 and S-1566 

 

Borough of Netcong Resolution Supporting Proposed Legislation to Require Fire Districts, 

School Districts and County Governments to Pay Their Fair Share of Tax Appeal Refunds and 

Settlements Councilman Verdonik explained that ultimately the funds all come from the same 

place, the taxpayer.   

 

Borough of Riverdale Resolution for Municipal Enlistment in the Military Initiative  

 

Borough of Rockaway Resolution Opposing the New Jersey Water Supply Fluoridation Act 111 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None  

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       APRIL 24, 2012 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        4 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

2012-2 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND 

TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14)  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only, 

seeing no one come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting and adopt ordinance 2012-2. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Ordinance 2012-2 passed.   

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

 

R 2012-40 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE  

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-40 approved. 

 

R 2012-41 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

This resolution is carried to the May 15, 2012 meeting; the State of New Jersey has not begun to 

review the budget.  Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on the 2012 Municipal 

Budget only.  Seeing no one come forward to speak a motion to close the public hearing on the 

2012 Municipal Budget. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None 

 

R 2012-42 RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION IN THE SAFE AND 

SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-42 approved. 

 

R 2012-43 RESOLUTION UPDATING PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Mr. Lampmann explained that to maintain the lower deductable; the Employee manual must be 

reviewed on an annual basis.   

Moved: Regis        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-43 approved. 
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R 2012-44 RESOLUTION ACCEPTING 2011 AUDIT  

Mr. Kozimor explained that the audit has one item that needs addressing and he will defer to 

David Evans of Nisivoccia, LLP, explained that this item is a housekeeping item, overall the 

Borough is well run and is evident in the audit.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-44 approved. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Regarding the Arch Street property transfer, Mr. Lampmann noted that Matt Polsky from the 

Passaic River Coalition is in attendance, he further stated that he received an email from Ella 

Filippone, Executive Director of the Passaic River Coalition informing him that they would 

accept the property as is.  Mr. Lampmann went onto explain that one of the property owners 

stated that she would not sign the easement and did not want the property transferred, nor does 

she want the property disturbed.  She indicated members of the Passaic River Coalition had 

visited her and after their visit, she would not sign the easement.  Mr. Polsky read a letter into the 

record (attached), noting that it is the hope of the Passaic River Coalition that this property will 

provide enjoyment for residents and future fishers.  Councilman Fox reiterated that this was a 

long time coming.   
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Isabelle Rimmer, 33 Central Avenue apologized for her cellular phone ringing during the 

Council meeting.   
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Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment:  

 

Adopted:  May 15, 2012 

        

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: May 15, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2012-42 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 

SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

 

RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION  

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY SAFE AND 

SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler wishes to apply for funding for a project under the Safe and Secure 

Communities Program (P4819); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has reviewed the accompanying application and has approved said 

request; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Borough 

of Butler for the purpose described in the application; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that  

 

1) As a matter of public policy, the Borough of Butler wishes to participate to the fullest extent 

possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

 

2) The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the applicant. 

 

3) The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of the application 

for said funds. 

 

4) The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to each applicant as authorized by law. 

 

 

Adopted: April 24, 2012 

        
__________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
 

_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 24, 2012 
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Borough of Butler Resolution R2012-43 

Resolution Adopting Updated Personnel Policies and Procedures 

 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of Borough of Butler to treat employees and prospective employees 

in a manner consistent with all applicable employment laws and regulations including, but not limited to 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age 

Discrimination in Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, the 

New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical 

Leave Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection Act, the Public Employee Occupational Safety and 

Health Act, the New Jersey Civil Service Act, the New Jersey Attorney General’s guidelines with respect 

to Police Department personnel matters, the New Jersey Workers Compensation Act, the Federal 

Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meeting Act; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has determined that there is a need for personnel policies 

and procedures to ensure that employees and prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent 

with these laws and regulations. 

 

NOW, THEREBY, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that the Personnel Policies 

and Procedures Manual attached hereto is hereby adopted. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these personnel policies and procedures shall apply to all 

Borough officials, appointees, employees, volunteers and independent contractors.  In the event there is a 

conflict between these rules and any collective bargaining agreement, personnel services contract or 

Federal or State law, the terms and conditions of that contract or law shall prevail.  In all other cases, 

these policies and procedures shall prevail. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this manual is intended to provide guidelines covering 

public service by Borough employees and is not a contract.  The provisions of this manual may be 

amended and supplemented from time to time without notice and at the sole discretion of the Borough of 

Butler Mayor and Council.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to the maximum extent permitted by law, employment 

practices for the Borough shall operate under the legal doctrine known as “employment at will.” 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and all managerial/supervisory 

personnel are responsible for these employment practices.  The Chief Municipal Finance Officer and the 

Borough Attorney shall assist the Borough Administrator in the implementation of the policies and 

procedures in this manual. 

 

Adopted: April 24, 2012 

           
       ______________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Date: April 24, 2012 
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 BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 RESOLUTION R2012-44 

 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 

made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2011 has been filed by a Registered 

Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, 

and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and 

 

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New 

Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation 

requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local 

Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, 

as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations”: and 

 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a 

minimum, the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled 

“Comments and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing 

body attached hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no 

later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and 

 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 

themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 

Finance Board; and 

 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the 

State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty 

provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52 - to wit: 

 

R.S. 52:27BB-52 -  local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date 

fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director) Director of Local 

Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars 

($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit 

this office. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Butler, hereby states that it has complied with NJAC 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified 

copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said 

compliance. 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS A TRUE COPY OF THE RESOLUTION PASSED 

AT THE MEETING HELD ON: April 24, 2012 

 

 

       
      _________________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

 

 
---------------------------------------------- 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

 
 


