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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Councilman Sean McNear 

Absent: Councilman Stephen Regis 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer; 

R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Regis: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

February 21, 2012 Regular Meeting and March 6, 2012 Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None  

Absent: Regis 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Lee McNulty, 10 Summit Avenue attended the meeting to inform the Borough that there is a 

sinkhole forming in the roadway in front of his yard and it is creeping up towards his driveway, 

lifting up the curb and causing his driveway to sink.  Mr. McNulty had his driveway paved 

approximately five years ago at a cost of $5,000.00.  Mr. Lampmann noted that he is aware of 

the situation and had already inspected this location along with the Borough Engineer; he asked 

Mr. McNulty if he recently had a sewer line replacement, as the clean out valve is where the 

settling is occurring.  Mr. Nick Bussi, 14 Summit Avenue explained that he replaced his 

drainage pipe due to root growth affecting the drainage; but no work was performed in the area 

where the sinkhole is occurring.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the Borough Engineer is trying to 

ascertain what could be creating this issue and if it related to the sewer line.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained the procedure to try to find out what is happening in this area, the Road department 

will perform the testing.  Mr. McNulty to provide Mr. Lampmann with contact information.   

 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       MARCH 20, 2012 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        2 

 

  

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of 

the meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Fox reported no major projects were performed in the last month.  However, pothole 

repair and street sweeping are ongoing.  Discussion and planning for 2012 projects is ongoing, 

with no set projects until adoption of the 2012 budget.    

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the new lab at the filter plant is almost complete; it should be 

operational shortly.  One of the projects involved removal of the old filters, which are rather 

cumbersome and have not been used in ten years.  The drying bin at the clarification plant has 

been cleaned and rebuilt.     

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility that a primary fuse failed, it was located and 

replaced along with all the hardware thus taking care of the problem.  Inventory was taken; cable 

was run for the AMR systems between the two substations.  In Bloomingdale, work is complete 

on the wiring for the recently approved new apartment complex.  Replacement is complete on 

primary feeders in West Milford, in addition to the repositioning of a pole line from a wooded 

area, making it easier on the work crews.     

 

Councilman McNear reported on the Board of Health the annual blood analysis “a complete 

metabolic profile” for residents is scheduled for Saturday, April 14 at 8:00 a.m. the cost is $19.00 

for residents.  A Woman’s health screening is scheduled for Monday, April 2 from 12:00 p.m. 

until 3:00 p.m. at no cost appointments may be made by calling the Madison Health Department 

at 973-593-3079 ext. 9 fliers are available throughout the Borough.      

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2012 – $3,057,509.84 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2012 – $2,739,868.24 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-29 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath and Meier. 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-29 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Borough of Riverdale Resolution Opposing the New Jersey Water Supply Fluoridation Act 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the position the State of New Jersey is taking is in direct contract 

to the position of the Federal Government.  The Mayor and Council decided to wait and see what 

occurs between the State of New Jersey and the Federal Government.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

2012-2 CALENDAR YEAR 2012 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 

APPROPRIATION LIMIT AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14) 

Mr. Kozimor explained the purpose of this ordinance, it allows the Borough to build a bank on 

their appropriations, thus should these funds ever be needed they are available. Mr. Kozimor is 

not aware of the Cap Bank ever being used.   

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Public Hearing: April 24, 2012  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

2012-1 ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING THE USE OF LOCK BOXES FOR 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 

Sherry Bednarz-Mosier, 62 Arch Street inquired as to how this system works, Mr. Lampmann 

explained that a master key exists for all lock boxes in the Borough; Police dispatch has the 

master key which would be signed out when needed to gain access by Emergency Services.   

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Ordinance 2012-1 passed.   

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

 

R 2012-30 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE  

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-30 approved. 
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R 2012-31 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT   

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-31 approved. 

 

Councilman McNear questioned the Tax Appeals that the Borough will be facing, what is the 

impact on the Borough.  Mr. Oostdyk and Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough has made 

provisions for the appeals.   

 

R 2012-32 AUTHORIZING RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the grant provides monies for various programs in the schools to 

educate the students in the benefits of recycling.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-32 approved. 

 

R 2012-33 RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAXES 

TO MUNICIPALITIES  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough forwards a fair amount of taxes to the State of New 

Jersey, with the premise being that it is difficult to value the assets of a utility.  For example, how 

what is the taxable value of a utility pole or wiring, etc.  The State determined that the way to tax 

utilities would be on the gross revenue of the utility as opposed to actual equipment owned.  

Initially, the plan was to divide the tax collected amongst the municipalities served by the Utility, 

with the monies being collected by the State and then returned to the municipalities.  In the 

advent of fiscal shortfalls by the State not all monies are returned to the municipalities, for 

example if Butler Electric sends $2,000,000 to the State the return to the covered municipalities 

might be only 1, 400,000 or 1,500,000.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the amounts previously 

stated are an example for Butler Electric; the difference in the amounts withheld as submitted by 

either JCP&L or PSE&G would be astounding.  Current legislation does not allow any portion of 

these funds be withheld by the State for any reason, the League of Municipalities has requested 

that the law be enforced with the return of all funds to the municipalities.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that these funds could be used for property tax relief for the residents.   

 

Lee McNulty, 10 Summit Avenue expressed his feelings that this is something that should 

receive more publicity to get citizens behind the enforcement of this law.   
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Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-33 approved. 

 

R 2012-34 TRANSFER RESOLUTION  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-34 approved. 

 

R 2012-35 RESOLUTION RELEASING CASH ESCROW DIAMOND AND MAC 

CONTRACTORS 53 AND 55 HIGH STREET 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the Engineer had inspected the area and all required repairs were 

completed in a satisfactory manner. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-35 approved. 

 

R 2012-36 RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

Council President Vath explained that the Budget preparation process was a long and arduous 

task, but this budget was under the Cap with space in that available.  Additionally, revenues are 

down as a whole with decreases in assessed values, along with permitting fees for construction.   

Public hearing scheduled for April 24, 2012. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2012-36 approved. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Rescheduling the Borough Council Regular Meeting of April 16, 2012 to Tuesday, April 24, 

2012 to comply with statutory time requirements between the Introduction and Adoption of the 

2012 Municipal Budget.    

All in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       MARCH 20, 2012 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        6 

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Lee McNulty, 10 Summit Avenue expressed his feelings that this is something that should be 

noted on the Electric bills to give customers the opportunity to contact their legislators regarding 

this issue.     

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that the Utility bills have an area for comments, perhaps this information 

could be noted in the comment section.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

 

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:41 p.m. 

 

Adopted:  April 24, 2012 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 24, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-2 

 

CALENDAR YEAR 2012 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government CAP law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides that in the preparation 

of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to 

increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an 

exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris finds it advisable and 

necessary to increase its CY 2012 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest 

of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 1.0% increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $68,685 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government 

Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next 

two succeeding years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler, in the 

County of Morris, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, 

that in the CY 2012 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Butler shall, in accordance with this 

ordinance and N.J.S.A.40A 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to $240,398 and that the CY 2012 municipal 

budget for the Borough of Butler be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 

of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services with 5 days of introduction; and, 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 

vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days of such adoption. 

 

Adopted: March 20, 2012  

 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: March 20, 2012 
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RESOLUTION R 2012-32 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR A TONNAGE GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, the Recycling Act, P.L. 1981, c. 278, has established a recycling fund from which 

tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling 

programs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the intent and spirit of the Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop 

new municipal recycling programs and to continue and expand existing programs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Energy has promulgated recycling regulations, 

N.J.A.C. 14A:6-1 et seq. to implement the Recycling Act; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 

condition for applying for tonnage grants, including, but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 

verifiable materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for the 

year 2011 will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of 

the Mayor and Council to the efforts, undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in 

the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure that the 

application is properly completed and timely filed. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, 

that the Borough of Butler hereby endorses the submission of a Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grant 

Application to the New Jersey Department of Energy, Office of Recycling and designate Karen Becker, 

Recycling Coordinator, One Ace Road, Butler, New Jersey to ensure that the said Application is properly 

filed. 

 

 

   Resolution Offered By ___Fox___________________________________ 

 

   Resolution Certified By __Vath     ________________________________ 

 

   Dated: __March 20, 2012       ___________________________________ 

 

        
       _________________________________ 
       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

TRANSFER RESOLUTION R2012-34 
 

WHEREAS, transfers are permitted between Reserve Budget Appropriations during the first three 

months of the fiscal year: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in The County of Morris, New 

Jersey, that transfers between 2011 Reserve Budget Appropriations be made as follows:  

 

 Current Fund 

  Title    From   To 

   Police S&W   $19,185 

   Audit Services     $2,010 

   Tax Assessor OE    $1,400 

   Legal Services     $1,275 

   Planning Board OE    $800 

   Group Health Insurance    $675 

   Police OE     $800 

   Buildings & Grounds OE    $2,100 

   Electric      $2,550 

  Street Lighting     $1,025 

  Telephone     $1,100  

  Natural Gas     $700 

 Gasoline     $4,525 

 Bloomingdale Water    $225 

  Total Current Fund   $19,185  $19,185 

 Water Utility 
   Title    From   To 

   Administration OE  $825      

   Operating OE     $800 

   Group Health Insurance    $25    

   Total Water Utility  $825  $825 
 

 Electric Utility 

 

   Title    From  To 

   Operating S&W   $450      

   Operating OE     $450 

   Total Electric Utility  $450  $450 
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Adopted: March 20, 2012  

         
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: March 20, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION #R2012-35 

 

AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH ESCROW POSTED FOR THE DIAMOND AND 

MAC CONTRACTING , 53 & 55 HIGH STREET, BLOCK 20, LOTS 3.01 AND 3.02  

 

WHEREAS, the construction on these structures has been completed and all required 

inspections have been conducted, all appropriate permits have been issued and approved and 

certificates of occupancy have been issued for the above listed locations; and  

 

WHEREAS, all improvements have been completed by the developer and inspected by 

the Borough Engineer; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended that these funds be released. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Butler as follows: 

1. That the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to return to the 

developer: 

 

$3,240.92 from developer’s escrow account # D-19-55-100-240 total amount 

includes interest.. 

 

2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided by the Borough Clerk to 

each of the following: 

Chief Financial Officer 

Developer 

Borough Engineer 

 
Adopted: March 20, 2012  

         
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: March 20, 2012 
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R 2012-36 

 

 


