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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Councilman Sean McNear 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

PRESENTATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE ACCREDITATION TO THE BOROUGH 

OF BUTLER POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Chief Edward Card spoke on the recent achievement of accreditation by the Borough of Butler 

Police Department on both a statewide and national level.  The Chief explained that these 

standards would be a benefit to the residents of Butler.  Additionally, he thanked all the members 

of the Borough of Butler Police Department both uniform and civilian employees for their hard 

work and dedication. He also noted he is very proud to serve with these people.   

 

Harry Delgado, Accreditation Program Manager at the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of 

Police presented to Chief Card on behalf of the Borough of Butler Police Department the 

accreditation.  Mr. Delgado explained that there are approximately 70 other police organizations 

in the State that have this accreditation, additionally, he explained that in communities that have 

received accreditation there is a consistent decrease in insurance costs including decreases in 

premiums.  Mr. Delgado presented the certificate to Mayor Alviene.   

 

Mayor Alviene expressed gratitude on behalf of the Borough Council and himself for the 

exemplary work that the Borough of Butler Police Department performs on a daily basis.    

 

Robert Bianchi, Morris County Prosecutor introduced the following members of his office also 

in attendance: Captain Jeffrey Paul, Tactical Operations and Sheila Leary, Director of 

Administration and Policy.  Mr. Bianchi explained that the Butler Police Department is “a class 

act.”  It gives Mr. Bianchi great pleasure to present the National Recognition Through Alliance 

as supported by the National Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies to 

Mayor Alviene.  Mayor Alviene reiterated his earlier comments regarding the Butler Police 

Department.  Mr. Bianchi presented each of the officers in attendance with a pin that states that 

they are an accredited police agency in the State of New Jersey.   

 

Mayor Alviene presented Chief Card with the Mayors Award and a Certificate of Appreciation 

on behalf of the Mayor and Council and the Borough of Butler Police Department.  Chief Card 

expressed his gratitude to the Mayor and Council and the members of the Butler Police 

Department.   
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

January 3, 2012 Reorganization and Council Workshop Meetings; January 17, Regular Meeting 

and February 7, 2012 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath reported on Finance – there is a review meeting scheduled for Monday, 

February 27 at 6:00 p.m., this will be the wrap up of any remaining budgetary issues.    

 

Councilman Fox noted that no major projects were performed in the last month.  However, 

pothole repair and street sweeping are ongoing.  Discussion and planning for 2012 projects is 

ongoing, with no set projects until the 2012 budget is adopted.    

 

Councilman Regis reported on public safety noting the earlier presentation to the Borough of 

Butler Police Department is an example of the state of affairs in that area.  The Fire Department 

training is ongoing, and they are inspecting equipment, in the last month two training seminars 

have been held: Sexual Harassment and Mandatory Autism training.      

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the new lab at the filter plant is almost complete; it should be 

occupied by next week. There has been only one water main break this month, which is unusual 

for this time of year and can be attributed to the unseasonably warm temperatures.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility that there have been requests for new service 

so there is some new construction occurring.  Four poles were replaced that remained from the 

October storm, a looping feed calculation completed at Smoke Rise.  Some poles were replaced 

due to motor vehicle accidents.   

 

Councilman McNear reported on the Board of Health the annual blood analysis “a complete 

metabolic profile” for residents is scheduled for Saturday, April 14 at 8:00 a.m. the cost is $19.00 

for residents.  A Woman’s health screening is scheduled for Monday, April 2 from 12:00 p.m. 

until 3:00 p.m. there is no cost appointments can be made by calling the Madison Health 

Department at 973-593-3079 ext. 9.  Immunization audits are complete.    
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Tax Collectors Report – January 2012 – $2,345,932.69 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2012 – $2,244,620.31 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-19 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath and Meier. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-19 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution of the Town of Morristown in Memory of Assemblyman Alex DeCroce and to 

Support the “Alex DeCroce Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights” 

Butler Board of Education Resolution Moving the School Board Election to the First Tuesday in 

November 

Thank You notes from the fifth grade at Saint Anthony’s School  

Resolution of the Borough of Bloomingdale for Municipal Enlistment in the Military Initiative  

The Council asked that the Clerk prepare resolutions in support of both the “Alex DeCroce 

Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights” and in Support of Municipal Enlistment in the Military Initiative 

for the March Workshop Meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 

2012-1 AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION OF RAPID ENTRY KEY 

LOCK BOXES ON CERTAIN BUILDINGS 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

Voted Nay: None 

Public Hearing: March 20, 2012 

 

ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

R 2012-20 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-20 approved. 
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R 2012-21 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT   

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-21 approved. 

 

R 2012-22 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 FOR THE BUTLER 

MUSEUM STRUCTURAL STABILIZATION CONTRACT  

Mr. Lampmann explained that this would correct the pitch and area where the handicapped ramp 

exits.  This change will bring us in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act  

Moved: Regis        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-22 approved. 

 

R 2012-23 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES THE RIGHT 

TO OPT OUT OF HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS 

Mr. Lampmann explained that this resolution allows an employee to opt out of health insurance 

benefits when they are covered under another plan.  The employee would be eligible for a $2,500 

incentive at the end of the year, which is considerably less than the cost of insurance today.  

They will have the option to rejoin the plan should they no longer be eligible for coverage under 

another plan.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-23 approved. 

 

R 2012-24 RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION S1389/A2316 TO CREATE 

A MUNICIPAL SHARED SERVICES ENERGY AUTHORITY 

Mr. Lampmann explained that this is the same legislation from the last legislative session, 

however, the session ended prior to passage by the Senate.  The bill is being reintroduced in the 

Senate and Assembly, so all the municipalities affected are adopting resolutions in support. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-24 approved. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Kinney Hose Applicant – Melinda Elsea  

All in favor. 
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Mayor Alviene requested the Council’s opinion on the lack of movement on the Arch Street 

Property transfer since there has been no movement.  The Mayor would like to withdraw the 

property transfer, as it appears the issue is at a standstill.  

 

A poll of the Council on direction the Arch Street property transfer. 

Council President Vath – One more opportunity to provide documents, response due within 30 

days. 

Councilman Regis – Send a letter with a firm date, if no response by the date stated rescind the 

offer. 

Councilman Verdonik – Rescind the offer. 

Councilman Meier – Rescind the offer. 

Councilman McNear – One more opportunity, response due within 30 days.  

Councilman Fox – One more opportunity to provide documents, response due within 30 days.   

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that the deeds have not been prepared, the deeds are to be prepared and 

delivered within 30 days, closing to take place within 30 days of receipt of deeds. 

 

Mayor Alviene explained that the concerns of the residents were the reasons he brought this 

matter before the Council this evening.   

 

Mayor Alviene explained that the Animal Shelter is having difficulty paying their Electric bill; 

he questioned what could be done to help with this bill.  Councilman Verdonik stated he does not 

believe it is a good idea to forgive the electric bill; however, if the Borough wanted to donate the 

money to cover the bill, this is a matter that the Finance Committee should address.  Councilman 

Meier questioned where do the various monies collected for fines, dog licensing fees, cat 

licensing fees, etc. go; he would like to help them.  Councilman Fox was in agreement with 

Councilman Verdonik that he would like to help them yet he does not want to set a precedent.  

Council President Vath would like to discuss the matter at the Finance Committee meeting.  

Mayor Alviene asked if any monies given would be in a donation form, the Council agreed but 

referred the issue to the Finance Committee for review.   

 

Mr. Lampmann requested that a time and date be set up for a meeting of the Department of 

Public Works interview committee.  In addition, he would need a meeting of the Public Safety 

Committee to interview individuals for the Lieutenant’s position, as the list of eligible candidates 

was just released, and he would like to proceed as soon as possible.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Megan Soules, 58 Arch Street thanked the Council for approving her daughter Melinda Elsea’s 

application to the Kinney Hose - Butler Fire Department.  Additionally, regarding the property 

donation to the Passaic River Coalition, she questioned the lack of communication regarding 

donation of the property, how can the residents be sure that they will maintain it.  Additionally, 

Councilman Regis formerly owned a home on Arch Street that is now owned by his ex-wife 
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therefore he should exclude himself from voting on this issue.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that 

Councilman Regis no longer owns the property nor is he currently married to the current owner; 

as such, there is no requirement that he exclude himself from voting on this issue.   

 

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 8:03 p.m. 

 

Adopted:  March 20, 2012 

          
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 20, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2012-19 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

RESOLUTION THAT THE BILLS AS ATTACHED AND PRESENTED BY THE FINANCE 

OFFICER AND APPROVED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE BE AUTHORIZED FOR 

PAYMENT 

 

MOVED: Vath 

 

SECOND: Fox 

 

VOTED AYE: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik, Meier and McNear 

   (Vath and Meier abstained on Fire Department Bills) 

 

VOTED NAY: None 

 

 

 

 

         
       

 ________________________________ 

        Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 
 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

Dated: February 21, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012 - 1 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER AND 

REQUIRING THE INSTALLATION OF RAPID ENTRY KEY 

LOCK BOXES ON CERTAIN BUILDINGS 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, in the County 

of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. The Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler shall be 

amended by the inclusion of new Chapter 182  which shall be entitled “Rapid Entry Key Lock 

Boxes” which shall read in its entirety as follows: 

Chapter 182 

RAPID ENTRY KEY LOCK BOXES 

182-1 Rapid Entry Key Lock Boxes Required 

Rapid entry key lock boxes shall be required on the following buildings or structures.   

The owner and occupant shall purchase and install a lock box in an accessible location to 

be approved by the Fire Official.:  

(1) Buildings where there is a need for forcible entry during hours in which the 

structure is unoccupied; 

(2) Buildings equipped with a sprinkler system or other suppression system and/or 

an automatic alarm system; 

(3)  Buildings where there are exit areas that may not be visible from the exterior of 

the structure; 

(4) All multiple dwelling buildings, which contain more than two (2) units, and 

which include any common area between the individual units, and which common area is 

locked from the outside of the building.   

(5) All day care/nurseries and public and private schools. 

(6) All municipal buildings 

(7) All community clubhouses and recreation centers. 

http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106639
http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106640
http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106641
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(8) All places of worship. 

        (9).  When, in the opinion of the Fire Official, access to or within a building or 

structure subject to the Uniform Fire Code is unduly difficult because of secured 

openings or where immediate access is necessary for lifesaving or firefighting purposes.  

       B.  A building with twenty-four-hour security is exempt from the lock box 

requirement. 

C. The lock box shall be an approved type and shall be uniform within the Borough 

of Butler. Access to lock boxes shall be available only to authorized Fire Department 

personnel and only by the master key. For security of the lock box, a tamper alarm may 

be connected to the building's burglar alarm system. 

D. The lock box shall contain the following items: 

(1) Updated keys necessary for access to all portions of the premises. 

(2) Keys to fire alarm control panels; keys necessary to service fire alarm control 

panels, and keys necessary to operate or service fire protection systems. 

(3) Electronic entry cards if used in the building. 

(4) Elevator control keys. 

(5) Emergency Contact Information to include: 

 a. Off hours Contacts 

 b. Alarm Company Contacts 

E. A current emergency and hazardous chemical inventory list and a binder 

containing the Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) shall be available to first responders.  

The location of these items shall be identified in the lock box. 

F. Any lock box required to be installed under this section or any preexisting lock 

box shall be maintained by the owner or occupant of the premises. 

G. The Borough of Butler and the Bureau of Fire Prevention, their agents and 

employees shall not be liable for damages resulting from any break, failure or defect of 

any key box installed in accordance with this article, or any accident or injury resulting 

therefrom. 

 

http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106647
http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106648
http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106649
http://www.ecode360.com/5106583#5106650
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182-2   Time for Compliance 

  All existing buildings shall comply with the requirements of this section within one (1) 

year from the effective date of this ordinance.  All newly constructed buildings, not yet 

occupied, or buildings currently under construction and all buildings or businesses 

applying for a certificate of occupancy or continued certificate of occupancy shall comply 

with the requirements of this section immediately. 

182-3    Violations and Penalties 

 Any responsible party in violation of any provision hereof shall receive written notice of 

violation(s) and shall be provided thirty (30) days to correct any violation(s) and come 

into compliance. Any responsible party, after receiving written notice by the Fire Official 

and failing to correct the violation within the thirty (30) day period, shall be subject to a 

fine of up to five hundred ($500) dollars for each day of continued noncompliance 

following the end of the designated thirty (30) day period to correct any violation(s). 

 

 Section2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any 

Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this 

Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable from 

the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 3 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and 

publication in the manner provided by law. 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R2012-22 

 

AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 

FOR THE BUTLER MUSEUM STRUCTURAL STABILIZATION CONTRACT 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler authorized an agreement with Precision Building & 

Construction, Inc. on August 8, 2011 for the Structural Stabilization of the Butler Railroad 

Station in the amount of $327,416.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Architect for the project, Thomas B. Connolly, has determined that a 

change order should be approved to revise the layout and run of the new handicap accessible 

ramp on the front entrance of the building (See attached change order); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body has approved said change order; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Change Order #2 be approved for the 

additional items as detailed in Change Order One in an amount not to exceed $10,381.80. 

 

Approved: 

   
             _____________________________________ 

      ROBERT W. ALVIENE, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 
____________________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated:  February 21, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION 2012-23 

 

AUTHORIZING MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES THE RIGHT TO OPT OUT 

OF HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:10-17.1, the Borough wishes to permit employees 

who are eligible for other health care coverage to waive certain health care benefits under the 

Borough’s group health care plan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a payment in lieu of coverage is permitted by law to the employee because 

of the waiver of coverage; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler feels this would aid in reducing Health care costs to 

the taxpayers of Butler; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Butler, County of Morris 

and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

The following shall be added to the employee manual Health Benefits section:  

 

Waiver of Health Benefit Coverage 

 

A.    Any Borough employee, receiving health care benefits under the Borough's current health  

care benefits plan who is also eligible for other health care coverage may waive coverage 

under the Borough’s health care benefits plan by executing a written waiver of coverage on 

forms prescribed by the Borough Administrator and filed with the Borough. 

 

B.  If coverage is waived the Borough will pay to the employee $2,500.  This stipend will be 

paid in the first pay check of December of the year for which insurance was waived.  If the 

coverage was waived for a portion of the year, the $2,500 stipend will be prorated based on 

the number of months the insurance was not through the Borough. 

  

C.  Any Borough employee who waives health care benefits coverage shall be permitted to 

resume coverage under the same terms and conditions as apply to initial coverage if the 

employee ceases to be covered through the employee’s spouse for any reason, including, but 

not limited to, the retirement or death of the spouse or divorce. 

 

D. Upon waiving the health care coverage through the Borough of Butler, employee payroll 

deductions to offset medical benefit costs will also cease. 

 

E. Any Borough employee who wishes to resume health care benefit coverage shall file a 

declaration revoking the waiver in writing on forms prescribed by the Department of 

Administration. 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       FEBRUARY 21, 2012 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        63 

 

 

F.    After revocation of a waiver, all payments to any Borough employee pursuant to this  

Section shall cease concurrently with the effective date of such employee’s re-enrollment in 

any Borough health care benefits plan.  

 

 

This provision shall be included in the next update of the employee personnel manual 

and notification of this new policy shall be made through a flyer in the pay checks of all 

employees. 

 

 

Adopted: February 21, 2012 

       
      _____________________________ 

      ROBERT W. ALVIENE, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 
_______________________________ 

MARY A. O’KEEFE  

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: February 21, 2012 
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