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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik,  

Absent: Councilwoman Judith Woop 
 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, from the Office of the 

Borough Attorney; and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilwoman Woop: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

September 20, 2011 Council Regular Meeting and October 4, 2011 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

Absent: Woop 

All in favor. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Motion by: Fox      Second: Regis 

 

John Sedlacek, 85 Green Hill Road, Kinnelon owner of 103 Arch Street approached the Council 

regarding a tenant in his building, Garage Sale Treasures, who had previously approached the 

Council with a request to post signage in various locations a variance from the Zoning Board of 

Adjustment would be required to allow this type of signage.  Mr. Sedlacek has received notification 

from this tenant that they will be vacating the premises, he informed the Council that he is struggling 

to maintain his building, which is not self sufficient so his out of pocket expense is considerable on a 

monthly basis.  Mr. Sedlacek would like to see the revitalization of “Northern Main Street,” and 

would like to know what steps may be taken to implement this, regarding his building he would like 

to do renovations but they are costly.   Mr. Sedlacek does not want to deviate from current rules, 

however, he would like to know what steps can be taken to improve business in his location.   

 

Councilman Regis explained that there is a workshop meeting held the first Tuesday of the month, 

Mr. Sedlacek is welcome to attend to voice any suggestions or concerns that he might have regarding 

increasing business in the area.  Mayor Alviene explained that there were other issues involved, and 

the Council would like to assist business owners, however, we cannot ignore the rules.  Councilman 

Fox noted for the record that we do not have a workshop meeting in November, there is only one 

meeting held in November.   

 

Motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 
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All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath noted that the health department meeting was held on September 28, 2011.  

A child health clinic was held on September 26, 2011 six children registered, five were examined.  

There has been a request for a Mantoux tuberculosis test to be administered; the nurse will schedule 

testing for Mondays when she is in Butler.  The seasonal influenza clinic was held on September 27, 

66 residents were vaccinated; pediatric influenza vaccinations are now available and will be 

administered at the Child Health Clinic.  The Borough rabies clinic is scheduled for Saturday, 

November 5, 2011 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Borough Garage on Ace Road.  The next Board 

of Health meeting will be Wednesday, October 26, at 7:00 p.m.  At the Finance monthly meeting the 

following items were discussed 2012 budget is on track, there has been a slight decrease in revenues 

attributed to court fines; our investment returns are down, as the interest rate has decreased.  Building 

permit fees have decreased which could be attributed to the economy.  Department heads have been 

made aware that there should be a flat increase.   

 

Councilman Fox noted the punch list for Kakeout Road, is still not resolved due to weather related 

issues.  Regarding Struble Avenue the engineering portion is moving along, the intention is to have a 

coat of asphalt installed prior to winter.  Mayor Alviene commended the scope of projects completed 

with the limited resources available.   

 

Councilman Regis reported that a train hit a person on October 17, 2011 we have not had an update 

on his condition.  A police officer resigned and there will be no replacement as the Borough will 

assess operating with a reduced force.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the replacement water main work on Struble Avenue is 

scheduled to begin on November 1, taking approximately two weeks.  Work has begun on the lab at 

the filter plant; the work is being performed in house.  Passaic Valley Water Commission inspected 

the facility asked to review some of the treatment practices used, at the conclusion they were 

impressed with our system.  

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that new 900 amp switches were installed 

at various locations.  Service upgrades were done at St. Anthony’s school; nine 1500-watt lights were 

installed at Richard Butler School for nighttime activity. 

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2011 – $292,484.54 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. –September 2011 – $3,107,878.41 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2011-102 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath      Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

R 2011-102 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letters from Kinney Hose, Kiel Hook and Ladder Company, Bartholdi Hose and Pequannock Hose 

re: Election of each company chief and eligible voters for department chief 

Resolution of the Borough of Bloomingdale Regarding Flood Damage Prevention 

Correspondence from David Dixon, Feeney and Dixon re: Ordinance 2011-16 

 

 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 

2011-19 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 108 AND 119-2 FEES (LIQUOR LICENSING, 

DOG LICENSING, CERTIFIED COPIES OF VITAL RECORDS AND PHOTOCOPYING FEES)  

Public Hearing November 7, 2011 

Moved:  Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

Public Hearing November 7, 2011 

 

 

ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION 

2011-16 ORDINANCE CLARIFYING CHAPTER 143 CONDITIONAL USE AND SIGNAGE 

IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT  

Introduced September 20, 2011 

Advertised September 28, 2011 

Approval from Planning Board received October 18, 2011 

Public Hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance only was opened to the Public: 

 

David Dixon, Feeney and Dixon 512 Newark-Pompton Turnpike, Ste. 2, Pompton Plains 

Stated his objections to this ordinance, noted that the Council had received his correspondence of 

Oct0ber 5, 2011.  He does not feel that this is a clarification; he feels that this is a change to the 

zoning ordinance.  Mr. Dixon noted that the Master Plan recommended that there be two separate 

zones HC-1 and HC-2, with the lot size being the major discrepancy.  Additionally, when you make 

changes to the Master Plan there needs to be notice given to the affected property owners.  Lastly, he 

noted that this ordinance could be viewed as spot zoning.  He asked that the ordinance be either 

tabled to a later date or amended so that it would not in his opinion benefit a single developer. 

 

Jerry Allison, 7 Lafayette Street concerned with the zoning change in the HC-2 zone, he feels that 

this is in the best interest, that due process occur, future applications be thoroughly vetted and 

discussed.  He requested that the citizens be properly notified in the HC-2/ 

 

Scott Zucker Esq., Lindabury, McCormack, 53 Cardinal Drive, Westfield on behalf of Elizabeth 

Lyon of 5 Lafayette Street, he concurred with both Mr. Dixon and Mr. Allison.  Mr. Zucker 

expressed Ms. Lyons’ view in objecting to this ordinance as she feels that this is not a clarification as 

opposed to a change in the zoning. Finally, this is a change as opposed to a clarification, and he noted 

that this could be easily overturned.    
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Peter McArthur, on behalf of Quick Chek, Azrak and Associates, 627 Newark-Pompton Turnpike, 

Pompton Plains Attended the planning board meeting of September 12, 2011 no one appeared in 

opposition of the recommendations of the planning board. He noted for the record that the proposed 

ordinance is consistent with the Master Plan.  Regarding Mr. Dixon’s assertion that this is spot 

zoning, Mr. McArthur explained that spot zoning usually occurs for the benefit of one property 

owner.  Mr. McArthur opined on the procedural objection that was brought up regarding notification.  

Notification would be required if the property was to be reclassified or renamed, if the zone was 

being expanded or contracted.  When the Master Plan was drafted, a highway commercial study was 

done for Route 23; there were recommendations made to encourage multi-use and multi-story 

development, retail and service uses to maximize the development potential.  Mr. McArthur feels that 

based on the information in the Master Plan this ordinance is clarifying what is detailed.  He feels 

that based on the information already noted in the Master Plan this is consistent with what the 

planners intended.   

 

 

Mr. Oostdyk read the planning board recommendations into the record; this clarification is being put 

forth because of previous discussions that were held regarding this ordinance. 
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Councilman Fox, noted that he researched this matter and feels that this was an oversight, based on 

his research.  

 

Mayor Alviene noted that there must be some trust in our various boards so that we may make the 

final decision.  The Planning Board has sent notification that their decision was unanimous. The 

Mayor polled the Council as to their opinion on this ordinance, Councilman Meier, Councilman 

Verdonik, Council President Vath, Councilman Fox and Councilman Regis all concur that this was 

the original intent of the planners.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, Mr. Fox closed the public hearing on this ordinance and this 

ordinance only. 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 
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Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

2011-16 Ordinance adopted.   

 

 

2011-17 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 21, PROVIDING FOR LEVELS OF 

MEMBERSHIP AND STANDARDS OF EFFICIENCY IN THE BUTLER FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

Introduced September 20, 2011 

Advertised September 28, 2011 

Public Hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance only was opened to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward, Mr. Fox closed the public hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance 

only. 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Recuse: Vath and Meier 

Absent: Woop 

2011-17 Ordinance adopted.   

 

 

2011-18 AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $50,000 FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO 

THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 

Introduced September 20, 2011 

Advertised September 28, 2011 

 

Public Hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance only was opened to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one else come forward, Mr. Fox closed the public hearing on this ordinance and this 

ordinance only. 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

2011-18 Ordinance adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

R 2011-103 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT  

Moved:  Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

R 2011-103 approved. 
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R 2011-104 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

R 2011-104 approved. 

 

R 2011-105 RELEASE CASH ESCROW FOR 7-ELEVEN  

Moved:  Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

R 2011-105 approved. 

 

R 2011-106 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEASE OF A PATROL CAR UTILIZING THE 

MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL  

Moved:  Regis       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Woop 

R 2011-106 approved. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Discussion ensued regarding the dumping of large items such as furniture, toys and even a 

refrigerator in the rear parking area of Borough Hall.  These items will not be picked up by the 

various organizations so we need to ask our hauler to pick up these items, when they are picking up 

the trash.  Mr. Fox suggested that cameras needed to be installed; Mr. Lampmann commented that he 

needs to discuss the legal aspect with the Borough Attorney and the need for a power source in the 

area.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

James Neil, Butler Fire Department Chief wanted to thank the Council for their support and 

passage of the changes to the Fire Department Ordinance.  Additionally on Fire Prevention Day, 17 

Firefighters attended the programs that were at the area schools.  

 

Mr. Regis noted that Halloween is a great time at the Firehouse for children as they make it a safe 

experience for the children of the community. 

 

Seeing no one else come forward Mr. Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 
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Motion to adjourn 

Moved:  Fox      Second: Regis 

Yes all 

 

Adjournment: 7:56 

 

Adopted:  November 7, 2011 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       MAYOR ROBERT W. ALVIENE 

 

Attest: 

 
 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 7, 2011 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2011-102 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

RESOLUTION THAT THE BILLS AS ATTACHED AND PRESENTED BY THE FINANCE 

OFFICER AND APPROVED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE BE AUTHORIZED FOR 

PAYMENT 

 

MOVED: Vath 

 

SECOND: Fox 

 

VOTED AYE: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Meier 

(Vath and Meier abstained on Fire Department Bills) 

 

VOTED NAY: None 

 

ABSENT: Woop 

 

         
 ________________________________ 

        MAYOR ROBERT W. ALVIENE 

 

 

Attest: 10/18/11 

 

 
Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

Dated: 10/18/11 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011 - 19 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER AND REVISING 

FEES FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES, DOG LICENSES, 

AND CERTIFIED COPIES OR PHOTOCOPIES OF PUBLIC 

RECORDS  

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, in the County of Morris 

and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 67 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler entitled 

“Alcoholic Beverages,” Section 67-3 entitled “Licenses,” is hereby amended by the following amendment 

to subsection D. which shall read in its entirety as follows: 

D. License fees; maximum numbers.  The annual license fees and maximum number of 

licenses for the sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages in the Borough shall be as 

follows: 

 

Class of License Annual Fee 

Club $126.00 

Plenary Retail Consumption $1,891.00 

Plenary Retail Distribution $1,891.00 

 

Section 2. Chapter 108 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler entitled 

“Dogs” shall be amended by the following amendment to Section 108-2 (D) entitled “Licensing 

Provisions” which shall read as follows: 

D. The person applying for a license and registration tag or for renewal of such license and 

registration tag shall pay to the Borough a fee of $10 for a spayed or neutered dog and a 

fee of $13 for a non spayed or non neutered dog (which amounts include fees required by 

the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services). An additional late fee of $5 

shall be charged for the renewal of an existing dog license obtained on or after the first 

day of March.   

(Effective January 1, 2012) 

 

Section 3. Chapter 119 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler entitled 

“Fees,” Section 119-1 entitled “Fees for various municipal publications and services” shall be amended to  
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change the fee for “Certified copies of birth, death, marriage, civil union or domestic partnership 

certificates” which shall be $10.00 each.  (Effective January 1, 2012) 

Section 4. Chapter 119 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler entitled 

“Fees,” Section 119-2 entitled “Photocopies of public records,” shall be amended to read as follows: 

 §119-2.  Photocopies of public records. 

Standard-sized paper documents up to 8 1/2 inches by 14 inches in size shall be made available for 

purchase by any citizen during regular business hours according to the following schedule of fees 

which shall be based on the total number of pages or parts thereof to be purchased without regard to 

the number of separate records being copied:  

(a) Less than five pages: no charge.  

(b) Five or more pages: $0.05 per page, starting with the first page.  

(c) Copies of public meetings on CD - $0.50 per CD 

(d) Copies of Cassette Tapes – Cost of duplication or transcription whichever is 

available.   

 

 Section 5. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any Court of 

competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this Ordinance, except 

so far as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any 

portion thereof. 

 Section 6. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 Section 7. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecode360.com/5110189?highlight=copying,copied,copies,copy#5110204
http://www.ecode360.com/5110189?highlight=copying,copied,copies,copy#5110205
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION #R2011-105 

 

AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH ESCROW POSTED FOR THE 7-ELEVEN - STORE 

#34226, 1284 ROUTE 23, BLOCK 72.02, LOT 38.01  

 

WHEREAS, the 7-Eleven Store #34226 has been constructed and all required inspections 

have been conducted all appropriate permits have been issued and approved and a certificate of 

occupancy has been issued for the above listed location; and  

 

WHEREAS, all improvements have been completed by the developer and inspected by the 

Borough Engineer; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended that these funds be released. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Butler as follows: 

1. That the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to return to the 

developer: 

 

$24,887.95 from developer’s escrow account # D-19-55-100-510 total amount 

includes interest; and 

$2,583.82 from developer’s escrow account # D-19-55-100-440 total amount 

includes interest; and 

$10,529.78 from developer’s escrow account # D-19-55-100-500 total amount 

includes interest. 

 

2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided by the Borough Clerk to each of 

the following: 

Chief Financial Officer 

Developer 

Borough Engineer 

 
Adopted: October 18, 2011 

         
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: October 18, 2011 
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 BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 RESOLUTION R2011-106 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE A POLICE VEHICLE FOR THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL 

  

 

WHEREAS, in the past, the Borough of Butler has availed itself of the right to purchase 

materials, supplies and equipment under contracts for such materials, supplies and equipment 

entered into on behalf of the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-10; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable from time-to-time to obtain materials, supplies, services and 

equipment under contracts for such materials, supplies, services and equipment entered into on 

behalf of the Morris County Pricing Council without the necessity of advertising for bids, or in 

the cases where no bids have been received; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler Police Department desires to purchase a 2011 Ford 

Crown Victoria vehicle (Contract #15A), under such contract entered into on behalf of the 

Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council by said Council for contract period 10/1/2010 – 

8/31/2011; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Butler, 

County of Morris and State of New Jersey, that the purchase by the Borough of a 2011 Ford 

Crown Victoria for the Police Department shall be purchased at a cost not to exceed $32,228.20 

under a contract for such service entered into on behalf of the Morris County Cooperative 

Pricing Council with Warnock Fleet and Leasing. 

 

 

Adopted: October 18, 2011 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: October 18, 2011 


